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bowld do to live, anſwered ſix wayer, 176,t0179 
-OjeR.. 2, Tam ſbiftleſs and friendleſs, and therefore 
- I ſhall not be ' able to live new my Eſtate # gone, and ny 

'f / Calling faileth, anſwered, * 179, to 181; 
-- ObjeR." 3. I canntt work, therefore 1 am afraid 7 
 fhall periſhby want, anſwered, — \ 181,182 
 ObjeR. 

mily are pinched with hunger, and I am afraid we ſhall 

be ſtarved, anſwered, FEE + 21$3,to 186 
How ſuch as are in danger, or under fear of being 

5 ftarved rodeath, may be encouraged totruſt in God 
1 | to relievethem; anſwered, .* 86, to 193 
4  ObjeR. / aw afraid my nnbelicf will hinder God from 


| taking care of me, anſwered, 
'] _ SeR. 11. Be ag diſmayed if God bring you into great 
| fraits, MINE 193,194 
How they that are in ſuch great ſtraits thac chey 
know.not what to do, may be encouraged to truſfin 

- God, anſwered, -: $3 .  T94,to198 
Though wi ave brought into owr ſtraits by our fins, this 

| ſhonld not hinder us from truſting in God, 
Set. 13, Watch and praythat ye enter not into rerg< 

. ptation, where ſeveral temptations are inftanced in, that 


} perſons wnder great offlitiohs had. need to watch againſt; - 


; 200,tO'a5L 

r. Tempt, Fatan-is wont to tempt ſuch as are nnder 

great affliftions to have hard thonghts of God, and of his 
waa 200, 20T 
How to keep up good thoughts of God in bur great- 

I eſt afiitions, anſwered in 6 particulars, 201,tq-205. 
| _ How t0 keep up good thoughts of the wayes of 
God in our greateſt afflitions, anſwered, . 206,207 


affliions go forſake God, .," + 


; bf Objef. 1: 1 cannot e or think of any way bes t | 
, Thepin to be in want already, land my f a= 
192, 193 / 
198,199 


2. Tempt.. Satan © wont to tempt [nch as are In great- 


(a) _ How. 
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3 | flitionr ro ſelf murther, 


Account of. cheir lis, or theix.afliQtions, may.over- 
come chis rempaation,.. 4 nd ne 1 11 S204,00,327 
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under diſgrace, ' A - 229,230 


. Conſiderations to perſwade ſick as are broughe 
| from: an-high-condicion to live upon. Alms ,-and. beg 


-4: Plea. My ſins are greater thencan be forgivenzand 
are ſuch an heavy. burden A I cannot bear them , an- 
ſmered, | + 2335 234 


; on of their lins, becauſe they cannot repetsy: cont 
Bo cod P lea, 7 heve committed P ſhanrfwl | * p which 
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SOR VII! C4: 213,314 


19,220- 
> How ſuch as are eempred Fr 5 fel murther the. 
« Five Arguments to OY tht fl murther iradaw- 


Ms orgemped Soul: to fle cri, 


22 3 224 

* Bear for ſelf -mmrther anſuertd, 
Y; Dew My trowbles 'are {o great 46 I am not. Sh 
tobear theme, anſwered -3 wayes, 227, 228: 


repgbation, and 1 had better Je. then be ſighted and:fall 
3s; Ples.. d. ſhall carve 10 wands, oh: 4 Arlen to beg v5 07” 


live w#pon,and be.a burden to others, anſwered, 23060233 ' 
' theirbread, ro comply with this condition, 232,232 


mM A of ſuch as are ereadyt to (deſpair of che par- 


5 


» 


%, 


"The Comenttr | 


Fi it tm tolight;1 ſhalt be wenry'of. arr life; 2 36,337 
© -6.. Plea. 1 amterprecd to ſteal , to kill my C fo: og 
nd fo commit orfith fow] fins, und. 1 bad bitter tnake Boay 


| wy oelf then: fall" :tnte- any. ſcandalous fin\,. " anſwered, 


2.37238 
77. Pleas God bath caſs me off, and I am ſure to go to 
Fell »hen Taje ; ea, I feel the beginnings of Hell alrea- 


' dy .s and the longer I've here, ow IT ſhall encreaſe 


wt "_— in the Tier world ; anſwered 5  wayes," 
239, 340, 247. 

38. Plet, q »ill oafeſs wy ſins , and. repent befive” I 
murther my GE = + 4 T do ſq, I pe 1way go to hea- 
tn when re, anſ) *"24t 


c" Fonr propoſitions ori [elf- martber , which"con- 


ſeemvery deſperate, 


dnce nmech. to the helping of the tempted to wirh#and this 
PRONE 242, r0 248 

Five Arguments to prove thereis hope of falyati- 
vnfor a man as long as he liveth, though his: caſe 


2445 £0247 
-0'5. Tempt. 7n time of diſtreſs Satan is wont to terwpt 


#0 wf+ frnful and indirelt moans to bilp enr ſelves, 248, 


9 
"Three Argument to oh wade [7 uch arhave loft rhelb E- 


FI Pater, hey uſt ing wnrighteous caurſes to help themſelves, 


©, 249, 250 
© Sea. 13.  Texuporal loſſes ſhould put ns upon makMig 


— ſure of ſpiritual andeternal bleſſings, ' "2FTz252 


Sect. 14. *God 4s to be (onght wnto to make up onr loſ- 
"ſes, \ IWFS 
Four motives to if uch as have loft their E Rates, to ſeek 
theme of God, 252, 254. 
Mikek rs che beſt and ſureſt way 'to get riches, an-, | 
ered in Io particulars, 254125 5,256 

&. 15. We ſhonld get our loſſes made wp in better; 
Leſines, | 256 
_C OE... 


$47 


- Honto 3 get a loſſes oo ap. better Heng; 
257,.2 

« Se: 16. They that how hf their Houſes and Fhates 

ragninhA a better boaſe, and better ſubſtance in 


beaven, "EEMGS *' 
-How to make ſure of an houſe in heaven, 260, 
261, 262 


'Se&. 17. This often ſhould ea warning to propre 


Wo other efflictions - - 262,263 


Set: ns. They that heve been ſufferers by this Fire, 


| Fes comfort and encourage themſelves in God, 264 
. ound. of comfort and encouragement to the ſer- 
wants wy 


God, that have ſuſfertd great loſſes by the late 

Fire, .265,10370 
Great cal amities are often, followed with great mercies, 

> 270,t0274 

Set. 19. Such as parpoſe to build, ſhould ſo carry on 


the work of building, as to proſper in it, 


TEE -. | 
How to proſper in Building , anſwered, 274, -4 


. 292 

 Fage reaſons why ſuch as ſet upon building ſaonld give 
theme elves unto prayer, - 275,276 
— Three encouragements to ſet «pop the work. of Building 


nn Faith, 277,102L2 


Building of deſolate Cities is 4 good net proved by ſeve- 


14 arguments, - * 5-2 247,278 


Several promiſes to encourage Building, - 280, 28t. 
How we may be builr up a ſpiritual houſe prro the 


© Lord, anſwered in 6 PR_—_ 288,00 2A 
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Queſt iS "What ſhall chey render untothe Lord for 
_ * "his mercy, whoſe Houſes and Goods were preſer- > 
| ved. from being conſumed by the late dreadful 


q RP Page 29K. 
| Several propoſitions premiſed in. order to the anſwering 
of this queſtion, 293>t0 296 


SeR. 1. They muſt rend?r to God their love, 297 
| . Howto expreſs our love tg God, aniwered three 
WAYECS, © 15h | 298 
Sect. 2. They muſt render praiſe to God, 299,300 
'  ,., Two motives to praiſe God, for ſparing #s from. thus 4 

Fire, RP TE SO, | .Zol,zo03 "4 

.. Sect. 3. Gods mercies ſhowld lead ms to repentancey 

; | 302,303 

T hree reaſons why Gods mercies ſhould lead us to repen- 
fance, 304, 395 

| - Sed. 4, We muſe not judge them tobe the greateſt ſim- 

ners, that are the greateſt ſufferers, Lo 30y —Y 

. Foxr reaſons againſt judging of mens ſins by their fo BESS, 

ms: GS. 3 i 
: d Sear 5.  T hey tbat have eſcaped this Fire, (bonld put. 
on bowels of Compaſſion tewards ſuch as be in-miſery , and 


do all the good they can for them, 307,10 310. 
Lending is a duty anmell as giving, ,  3os 
Set. 6; They muſt not deal injuriouſly or cruelly with 
thoſe that are ſuffercrers, © 310,t0 313 
SeR. 7. They whoſe Houſes have been ſpared ſhould de- 
dicate their houſes wnto God, 313,314 
How we ſhould dedicate our Houſes to Gad, an- 
ſwered 5 wayes, 314zr0 31H 
Who are Gods gueſts and friends that we muſt en- 
' tertain in our houſes, anſwered, 317, 318 
SeFt. 8. God isto be honoured with our [nlſtance, 318 
(gti, (a 3) How 


Hy Ine ſhould enconrage wm totrnſt in God,' 330, 7 I, 


"Thie'Conrdnes: 


How to glorlfie God wich: our Eſtates, , anſwered 3, 
; — mayes, * 3rs, 319 
How to know whom we ſhould relieve when we 
have many objes. of charity before ns; and are 
* anotablerarelieveall, anſwered 5 wayes, 320, 321 
Bea. 9. He muſs render, owy ſelves to God, 32; 
* Three Arguments toperſmdde" ne to give our bodies und 
ſoul unto God, *32G,327 
Se&. 10: The [7 acvifice of righteonf neſ's is t0 be Tens 
; dered wnto God," n F2 - | 
©*SeR. 11." Ti hey that hive eſcaped this Fireſhowld truſt 
$# God for deliverance from other troubles, and alſo for 
al ble ſſingty 329 
- Foxr ſorts of ſpiritual ble Fr ings for which temporal de= 


33 
Two grimnds why temeporal detiverances ſhould cafe - 

b traft in God for ſpiritual mercies, 

: Sea, 12.' All wen ſhovla prepare for all farts of f | 

334 

' Six Reaftns why all men had need to be prepared for all 


os of afflictions ©, 3340339 
7 *'What we Gould do that we may ſtand prepared. 


% for all =_ of afflitions, anſwered in 12 particulars, 


3394t0.360 
' What we ſhould 40 toget Ggds ſtrength ro carry 
Where the troubles of this world, \ anſwered 7 


' Wayes, > 345» t035T. 
' Six ſorts of promiſes ver] uſe efwl fo them that are in 
tion, '360, fo 363 


" SeQ. 13. Such ar have iſtapel this Flee ſhould ſo de- 
wean thensſelves towards God, ag that he may continge to 
 Proteli their perſons and [#bſtance, 3 363 

"What we Fthould, do that 'we:may have Gods pro- 
wh continued, anfipered 5 Wayes, 363, as 5 
& our 


/ 


* 


"The Contents, | IO 


\ Four Sa to encourage us to depend gpon 
God for the preſervation of our perſons ; fablanc, 
and habication, | 5,0 368 
Sea. it We ſhonld ſeek wnto God that FE way be 
0 more ſuch dreadful Fires, . + 4-366 


rnd we ſhould do thatthere may be no moreſuch 
.Creadful Fires, anſwered, 7, 369, to 37E 
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Advice to ſuch as have Eſcaped: that 
fore Judgment, _ 


| Heldforthin the Reſolution ofrhree Queſtions 
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D ——— 
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QuesT. 1 

i low may ſuch Perſons as « hays ſuſtained 
.great Loſſes by the late Fire, bear their 
Afflition with a contented and a lob 


_Jpirit: : 


a>22 0G Eforel give an Anſwer to this nefti= 
SSA - On, I ſhall premiſe cheſe follo ogy 
& - Propolitions. 
r. Ir is the will of God thats we. 
ſhould bear all our loſſes and/aHother: 
afflitions with aparient; contented | 
mi ind; He would not have us murmuror repine at 
any of his dealings, but in every. thing, and-utger 
every ſtare and condition ſubmit our wills unto >his. . 
Thar this is the will of God may*appear — 
| B 


v 1k 
- 
Y » $5 
" 
g *" 7H 
- 7 «4 
be ED ex £H 
FS 5 ""S#*< 
wich 166 * 
"% 4 4 s 
v ” 
WM We - 


* - "5 i £2 
\ EET,» 47 4 
- * Ad ”_ 
? 37 Sa 
NY * I 
nn, EE RE 
i. er SR SE 
Le 2 
4 : 


Mo Ch, a et 2 Dro we a3 we 8 ties S OS TO OY Cl O90" Y, © ORF TE ER ee Kohn OFLEIER " PO TIO EL SA Ao. at 5 . 
+ ©, £6 WERE ag ay 10 wy le REL Wy +a Pn: AA ops ag ales. Mts ond raen, EIIE'I > wy : 6 8" : 5 
2» 7.4 Y 7 F . sf x, F 4 "7 pe EE I Tae. : FEE 1 es: a TING ITN. Pools ON WON. E be * 
AX 24 7 \ s is p ; + X v I: . 4 a y E \ 4.4 Pa 
ty 4 . F 5. x; Y y 
«%s - P n 5 oh k > 
4 ” 
5 _ q F- , » 
. ( * ® 
v5 * . , 
v=x : 
y p I 
j 


from ſuch Scriptures as theſe; Heb;13. 5. Be content | 
- with ſuch things as ye have ; Lam. 3. 39. Wherefore doth 
 & living man compiain , aiman for the, puniſhment. of his 
- fax?” 1 Cor. 10. 10; Neither murmurye', as ſome of 
thews alſo murmured, and were deſtroyed of the deſtroyer ; 
Jam. 4.7. Sui mit your ſelves to God ; Luk. 22. 42, Not 
wy will; bus thine be done ; Jam. 5. 8. Be ye al(opatient, 
fabJiſh jour hearts, for the coming of the Lord draweth 
nigh ; yea, the Lord would nor only have us patient, 
bur cheerful under all our ſufferings, Jam. I. 2. Hy 
raja connt it all joy: when ye fall into djvers tempta- 
Ions . ; TOWTIES : | 
2. Iris nor only our ducy, but our intereſt, ie con- 


ducerh; much to Qur good-and welfare, to bear our || 


afflitions with a peaceable, contented, cheerful ſpi- 
rit. Eliphaz perſwades Jobro bear his aflitions qui-- | 
etly, with this argument, rhar it was for his good ſo 
todo, Job 22.21. Arquaint now thy ſelf with him, and 
be «t peace;\thereby goed ſhall com unto thee. Whatever 


God hath commanded us, tends to our good' as well | 


as his glory, Dext. 10, 13. Keep the Commandenents 
of the Lord, and bis Statutes, which 1 command thee this 
day for thy good, If allthe Commandements of God 
| be tor our good, thenthis command of being con- 
eented in every eſtate muſt needs be for our good. 
When weare contented in our ſufferings, the ſoul is 
at reſt; though the oueward man be full of trouble , 
Hatth. 11. 29, Take my yoke upon you, and learn of 
we,” for I aw meek and lowly in heart, and ye ſhall find reſt 
 antoyour ſouls, Wharever che Father laid upon Chrift 
he: bore .ic with a meek and quiet ſpiric, and ſubmit- 
ted his will co che will of his Father ; if we follow 
this example of his, we ſhall doubtleſs find reftro 
.__ ourſonls. * The man that hach learnt how to be con-. 
*  rentin every eſtare, liverh g kind of Heaven wag 


my 


, , ” | 5 Fa ; mY FY wo 0 wir. ad | . _— # F: . - m : X by 
Queſt:r; Propoſitions conterning Contentment. Fa | 


| Earth; Phil. 3. 20. Our (omerſation 1s in Heaven: Tf 
. yow-would know how the Apoſtle came to enjoy as 
it were a heaven while he was if this world, you may” 


| feerhat, (bp. 4: 17. {have haried in nhatſoever fate 


T1 amygtherewith to be content. 
3. A man underthe power of a froward diſcon-. 
renced ſpirit bereaveth hitnſelf of all-good : he hath 
no'enjoyment of God, no enjoyment: of himſelf, no 
enjoyment of any good inany of the creatures. He 
hath no enjoyment of God ; for, They that are of '« 
froward heart are abomination to the Lord, Prov. 11.20, 
| Pfal. 28.26. With the froward thou wilt (kew thy ſelf 
| fromard. He hatch no enjoyment of himſelf, bur is like 
} a man diſpoſſeſſed of his ſoul, Luk. 21. 19. In your 
patience poſſeſs ye your ſouls. He hath no enjoyment of © 
| any good in any of the creatures, though he be one 
that hath grear poſſeſſions, Prov. 17. 20. He that hath 
| a froward heart, findeth nogoed. He is in continuat pain; 
] -and anguiſh, like a man chat walks among thorns, 
* Prov. 22.5. Thorns and ſnares are in the way of the 
ſono he that doth keep his ſoul ſhall be far from 
them, | | ; 
1 4. TIrisa very hardmatter to bearafflitions wiek 
| a cheerful concented fpirir, When a man is crofled 
of his will, his heart is ready to fret againſt the Lord, 
even art ſuch times as he brings afflitions upon him-- 
ſeff by his own folly ,”- Prov. 19..3. The fooliſhneſs of  * 
man perverteth his way, and his heart fretteth againſt 
. the Lord, When God rebukes us, and binds us inehe 
cords of afflition, we areaptto frer and fume like a 
wild Bull in a' net, 1ſa. 51. 20. Thy ſons have faint. 
ed, they lie at the head of all the ſtreets, as a wild Bull in 
A net, they are full of the fury of the Lord, the rebuke- 
of thy Gd. *Nothing le6 chan rhe mighey power of 
- Godavill guelland keep down all che eulogy neſting 2 
t'5 | B 2 . and 


—_ 


E ws rolmarma of, heart, and Wks man - 
I _ EN JN&-Caeer pleura Coli.il, —_ 
"wet with all might according to his glariew power , wnto> all 
Patience and lang ſuffering nith;jyfulveſs.: There isthe 
power the glorious power of-God,.the power of God . 
put forth ina mighty manner ©-Enable. a Chriſtian £0 


TER: Toifer afflitions with: patienceand joy. 
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. 5. No. mangharisdeſtiture of rite Brace of God, 
can bear afflitions wich. a contented ſpirit... ,Theve 
_ may: be ſtupidity \and inſeulibleneſs of Gods harfd, 

emay beareſtraining of murmurings in ſome- . 
natural men, but true conteatmentiis.found-only, in 
godly perſons, I Tim. 6.. 8. Godiineſs with contentment 
© #6. great gain. As for unregenerate men ,: when God 
dorh-norlay areftraint upon them; ..chey do not--only 
fret- inwardly againſt God ,.bur-break our into open 
y, when they. meet-with great and: painful ; 
afflictions, 1ſa, 8. 21. . They ſhall paſuthroughit, hardly 
. befiea and hungry, Aand:itſhalk cawe-te paſe ; that mhin 
ſhall: ; they bald fretthemſetver, andcarfe 
Their: King and 7 God, apddeuk ripward 5 Rev.16: 10, 
þ The, 2» £nawed their tonguts for pain, and blaſpheneed_. 
therGedoff Heaven; becauſe of their paths aud their" ſores, 
abd;tepented not of their dedds.,; oi) 11 
G0 Noa on Servants of Gad, have found.i ir 


When 


” OR La 


"When Gotl took away A6/olom, how was Droid bit 
down ar hisdeath? 2 Sam, 18.'33. The King was muth 
"movedy" and went-up tothe chamber o97+ the gate , and 
wept; _ and as he went, thuu he. [7id, O. my fon Abfoloms, 
mſn; my fon Abſolom , would God I halt Wed "for 
 Whee;- O: Abſolom, my" ſon," my {@: \ Tonah vias 5 
thar feared God," a Type of Chrift, ib” qrdinaty 


but @Prophet ;© yet what abimdance”* of Uifcoricent, 


did he manifeſt for the loſs of a'gaurd , ns 
was a refreſhment to'him by keeping” him from the 
beat of che Sun? Hefell into a great paſfion, fainted, 
was weary of: his Hife;” wiſhed that he b = die; and 
when God reaſoned with him abour his froward car- 
riage,: he ſtands upon his juſtification, Jonab 4. 8, g.-- 
He f aitited and wiſhed tn himſelf to die, and [aid, 1t is bet- 
© fer for me to diethan to live. And God ſaid to FonahyDoft 
then well tobe angry for the gourd? Anid he ſaid,1 ds welt to 

be angry, even unto death, Yet this gourd came-up ina 
- niphr, and periſhed in a night, and Foah had not las 
boured ar all for it, neither did Jonab,* but God made 
{e ro.grow, Ver. :0# When we find ſuch a nan as Jo- 
#ah, in ſucha grear paſſion for fach a ſmall loſs as a 

- gourd, which grew up and periſhed in a nighe and a 
day, we may cry out, Lord what is man that choy arg 
\mindful of him! And if we are kept from fretting 
and difcontent at our loſſes, we muſt pive glory to 
God, and fay, as the Apoſtle in another caſe, NorT, 
bue' the grace of God which is with me , keeps me 
from bejng diſcontented at my lofles. | he” 
7. Thongh it be hard ro attain a cheerful,contenc- 

. ed ſpirit in all eſtates and conditions, yet it is poſlible 
to bearcained : The Apoſtle Paul went through va« ' 
riety of afflitions, as hunger, thirſt, nakedneſs, ſhip- 
wrack, impriſonment, beating with rods, ſtripes a- 
 bove meaſtre, cold, watchings,” &c. 2 Corinth. 11. 
oh B 3 ; 23, 243 
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12351245 25, 26, 27. yer he had learned to be content 


—_ eſtate, Phil..4. 11, 13. Ihave learned in what- 
"Tarver eftate 1 am, therewith to be content : \'I can do all 


” 


ntemed, f alfo ch 


_ - Iribulgtion. Now what the Apoſtle Pax! attained to 
76 ehjs kinds. that chroogh the help of Chriſt we may 
"halle. ionamin 

'*'V. A word of..counſel and advice ſuitably and ſea- 
ſonably adminiftred to ſuch as are in a ſuffering .con- 
dition, availeth. much for the quieting, comforting, 
9ndſupporring of their ſpirics-under their greateſt = 
fliftions and deepeſt ſorrows, ' Prov.. 12. 25. Heavi- 
neſ3 5n the heart of man maketh it ſtoop, but a good word 
aketh it glad; Prov. 27.9. Oyntment and perfume re- 
Joyce the bearty ſo doth. the ſweetneſs of a mans friend 
by hearty ' counſel; . Job 4. 3, 4. Behold, thou haſt in- 
Prufted many, and thou haſt ffrengthned the weak hands, 
thy words have upholden him that was falling ,and thou haſt 
Prengthned the eb knees ;' Prov, 15, 23. A word ſpoken 
. . in due ſeaſun, how good is it 2: 


"'9. No argumentsor other means that are made uſe ' 


of, either in preaching, writing, or private confe- 


rence, have ſuch force and power to quiet, ſuppore | 


and comfort thehearcs of thoſe that fainr, and axe diſ- 
quiered,and caſt down under theirafflitions, as thoſe 
that are drawn from,and bottomed upon the Word of 
God, Lev. 10. 3. Moſes ſaid unto. Aaron, this is it that 
the Lord (pak — And Aaron held his peace. Aaron's try- 
al was exceeding great, His two eldeſt ſons were con- 
ſumed by fire from the Lord, when. they were in the 
aRof (in; this judgment was ſo preart that all ral 
arecommanded to bewall the burning, ver. 6. yer Ax« 
ron who was moſt nearly concerned inthe TE 2s 
* > » Po %J4y S446 04-4 \ v —_ A CY" & 


s. through Chriſt which ftrengthneth me, And as he 
--.was.contenred, fc as and joyful in all his 
troubles, 2 Cor. 7« 4s 1 am exceeding joyful in all owr 
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Queſt.r. Propoſitions concerning Contentments” 7 


held his peace, and what cauſed him to do ſo? Moſer 
put him in remembrance of the Word of God , Zbis 
Is that the Lord ſpake, ſee alſo Job 6.'25. How forcible 
are right words ? Now all Gods words are righe, Pſal. 

' | 33+ 4+ The Word of the Lord is right—Prov. 8.8,9; Al 
the words of miy mouth are in rightednſneſs — They are all 
right to thens that find knowledg. Andtherefore they are 
. of great force to quier and comfort ſach as are in af- 
flition, Pſal.107.,20, He ſent his Word and healed them, 
Though a\man be ready to die with ſorrow and grief 
\ under his troubles,the Word of God will revive him; 
for they of whom the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks, when he fairh, 
He ſent hw Word and healed them,were ſuch as were rea- 
dy co die with their troubles,as you may ſee,Yerſ.18. 
Gods Word will make the ſtouteſt heart yield & vow 
to.Gods will, Jer.23.28,29,— He that hath my Word, 
let him [peak my Word faithfully, What is the chaffe to 
the wheat ſaith the Lord ? Is not my Word like as fire, 
ſaith the Lord, and like a hammer that breaketh the rock 
in pieces > 1Theſſ. 4.18. Comfort one another with 
theſe words. - No words have ſuch force ro comfort 
the afflited, as whatare drawn out of the Scriptares. 


| Wherefore I have endeavoured: to confirm. whae I * 


have propoſed in anſwer to theſe queſtions, with ſui- 
table and pertinent Texts of Scripture. 

Theſe Propoſitions being premiſed,[ ſhall now an- 
ſwer che firlt queſtion,and ſhall divide my Anſwer in- - 
to three branches. 1. I ſhall propoſe ſome conſidera- 
tions that may tend to the quieting of their minds,who 
' have ſuſtained greart lofs by this fire. 2, I ſhall pro- 
poſe ſome things by. way of pra@ice to help the 
aflited to bear'their afliftions contentedly. 3. I 
ſhall endeavour to remove thoſe pleas and reaſonings. 
that hinder choſe that have been ſufferers by this fre 
from ſetting down contented under their affliction. 

_B4 AL 
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Wh. OT OT ets ve 
OL, x." Conlider. who ic is that honfunad your 
RK and raken-.away your Eſtates. Ir is God hath 
one this. thing, Whoever wars the tear wr 

ing or. promoting and carrying:0n this dread- 
fu Gnaing or p deſtroyed ſo many goo nildings, 
nd.:{o. much treafure ; you muſt lo d' all 
[ nes at the hand of the Lord.. — hes mapeives 


thoſe that have « 


- 
” 


any City, or any family, or any. particular 


what nature ſoever it be, Ames 3-6.Sholl there 

fn 4 (ith, and: the Lord hath not done it ? There i is no- 
thing comes ro pals: at any time incany part of the. 
world, byt it is brought abour by. che Providence 
of God, \Row...1 1-36. Of biz, and through bim,'and 
to him are «ll things. A Sparrow is a bitd, >| (malt Va-. 
_ yet nor ngr one Sparrow falls ro the ground withour 


rhe-concurrence of Gods | Providence, Catth,10.29. . 


e not two Sparrows ſold Moſer thing, | and one of them 
 fral not fall on the. gr 2 our Father, It-nor 
-one Sparrow Fader any.thing bur by the Provi- 
dence of God, then ſurely there is a Providence that 


ordereth all the ſufferings of every man, who is of 


more yalue than many Sparrows, There is no loſs 
more. imconſiderable than to loſe an bair of our heads, 
hundreds of our hairs may be taken away and we re- 
ard it not ; but God is ſo careful of our perſons,and 
of all our concernments, rhar he numbreth every hair 
pf our heads,and there doth not fall off one hairat any 
time bur by his appointment, .Matth. 10.30,The wery 
hairs of gone head are all wired. And asto his judge. 
Ment 


z* 


pre -bur-it is the Lord which ſends -that _— 


k 4 4 
4 


4 


 mentof Fire, we finde it: oft-aflerted in the Scri- 
ptures, thac when: Cities or other places are ſet on 
fire;. it is che Lord which kindlerh choſe fires, and or- 
*dereth allcircumſtances belonging"to them, Tristhe 
Lord char appointeth the place where rhe fire ſhatl 
begin, and howfarir hall proceed , and whar: houſes 
ſhall beburnt down by it, e4-mr 2.5. I will ſehd a 
; fire upon Tudah, and it ſhall devour the Palaces of Jerw- 
ſalens ; Jer. 50:32. I will kindle a fire in his Cities, and 
it ſhall devonr all round about him. Whena fire rageth 
with that vehemence that none- car quench-1t, 'it- is. 
God which rendererh ic unquenchable, Fer. 17..27. 
If 3e will not heark#n unto me, to hallow the Sabbath-Day, 

\ and-not to bear a burden, even entring in «t the gates of 

. 'Formſalem onthe Sabbath-Day, then will 7 kindle a fire in 
the gates thereof, and it ſhall devony the Palaces of © Jerw- 

_ ſalem, andit ſhall not be quenched, When any men do 
ſera Ciry on fire, it is God giveth up that City into 
their bands, and cauſeth their enterprizes to take ef+ 
feQ, Jer. 32. 28, 29. 1will give this City into the hands 
of the (aldeans=-— And the Caldeans ſhall come and- ſet-. 
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fire on this City, Now the conſidering and believing 


thar it is God which hath taken away your Houſesarnd 
Eftates by this Fire, will ſilence all mmurmuriigs- aad 
repinings, and cauſe you to bear your loflesanderoſ- 
ſes with a contenred minde. Pſal. 39. 9. Fas dumb, 
I opened not wy mouth , becauſe thin didſt it. VVhen 
Fob had loſt all that he had inrone- day , 'by looking ar 
Gods hand in his loſſes, he bore'them very: cheerful- 
ly, Fob 1. 21.———T he Lord hath taken away , "Mleſſed be 

the Name of the Lord; And yet Job loſt a very great. 
-  Eftate, for he was the richeſt mar'itr the Eaſt, Job 1.3; 
He did not oply Tofe his Eſtate; but all his Children 
were cut off alſo,ver.19.and tharwhilft chey were ear- 
ing, and drinking wine in their Elder Brothers _ 
i a ver. 18. 


| .0 Conſiderations to help ſuch at have ſuffered loſt Qu1e || >. 

ver. 18. ac which meetings Job wag afraid leſt his Sons 

Gould ſin, and curſe Godin their-hearts, v. 5.. which | 

made the aflition the more heavy. Now romake | - 

ehis Argumene the more effeftual cowards the produ- || . 

cingof contentment, conſider who this God is, that 

uber away your Eſtates from you by this Fire. . | 

... I. Jt is that God that gave you all the good things 

that ever you did enjoy, 1 Chron. 29. 12,14. Both 

riches and honor come of thee :-- All. things come of thee ;; 

James 1. 17. Every good gift, and every perfelt gift «' 
from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights ; 

. "Deut. 8.17;38. Aoſes bidderh 1ſ-acl beware of 
fayingintheir hearts, 4 porer , and the might of 
my hand hath gotten we this wealth, but. thou ſhalt remems- 
ber the Lord thy God , for it is be that giveth thee. power 

to get wealth. This quieted Jobs minde, when he con- 

| ſidered that the fame God who took away his Eſtate 

E and his Children, did formerly give them ro him, 

| Pob1: 31. The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away, 

| Heſſed be the name of the Lord: 
>>... It is God that is Holy. There is nothing of 

wrong, no injuſtice., no iniquity in this diſpenſation, 
+ 8s. it proceedeth. out of the hands of God, be 
145. 17. The Lordi righteous in all bis wayes, and holy 
- inal hzmorks. When God cometh forth in fiery diſ- 
penſations, we ſhould be fo far from murmuring, that 
we ſhould givethanks at the remembrance of his Ho- 
Jineſs , becauſe we know him to be Holy: inall his 
Works, Pſal. 97.3, 12. A fire goeth before him, and 
barneth up bis enemies round about. | Rejoyce inthe Lord, 

. yerighteoms, and give thanks at the remembrance of his 

"i The with-drawing of Gods Bleſſed Pre- 
e fromour ſouls, is a far greater loſs , than the 

. loſing of our Efartes, or any thing that we enjoy in 
this world ; forthere isnothing in the whole world, 

| yea, 


_ - nia him, what dot thou ? Jer. 18, 6. O houſe of 1ſ- 


and there is none upon earth that I deſire befides thee. "Yee 
we finde David quieting himſelf: upon the account of 
Gods Holineſs, when he apprehended himſelf forſa- 


 - kenof God, andthe Lord camenor to him, though 


he cryed/and roared afcer tlie Lord, P/al. 22. 1,2, 3. 
Cy God, my God, why haft thou forſaken me ? why art 
thos ſo far from belping me, and from the words of my 
roaring ? O my God, I cry in the day time, bat thon hear- 
eſt not, and in the night ſeaſon, and: ans not ſilent : But 
thou art holy. - If David was ftayed from repining 


| aguenk God, when he apprehended himſelf forſaken 
O 


God, and chought God rejefted his Prayers, by 
conſidering, thar God that deale thus with him , -was 
an holy God ;, then ſurely the conſideration of Gods 
Holineſs may quiet your mindes under the loſs of any 
worldly things, what ever chey. be: Whenthe labour- 
ers that had born the hear of the day, murmured; be- 
cauſe others that had wrought'bur one- hour 'were 
made equal to them, the houſholderſtilledtheir mur- 
 murings, by ſaying to one of them, Friend 1 do thee 
nowrong, Mat, 20, 11, 12, 13: If you finde any mur- 
murings in your mindes , at Gods taking away;yaur 
Eftates, when others enjoy theirs ſtill, endeavour to 
ſilence your murmurings., by ſaying unto your ſouls, 


 O my ſoul, Godis a juſt, and holy , and righteous 


God ; hehath done thee no- wrong, why then doft 
thou murmur againſt him ? Ee 

.,- 3. Ir is Ged: that hath a Sovereign Power: over 
you, to do with you, and all that belongeth unto you) 
wharſqever ſeemeth good in his ſighr, 'Job 9. 12. Be 
hold, he taketh away, . who can hinder him 2 who will ſay 


rael, 


'', Qneſt.r. by Fire, to bear their Loſſes contentedly; wn © Y 
; yea, there is nothing inheaver itſelf, whicha godly 
- man eſteemerh ſo much-as he.dorh the enjoyment of 
God, Pſal: 73.25: Hhom have 1 in heaven but thee? 


b -bebold 25 a wry hey ſo ave ye in mine 
Eo. = houſe: ud ſhach.- Such-is che SovereiguPow- 
E.  -erof Gadd; ithathe'difpoſeth of all his Creatures, 
3Þ both eboſechar are inheaven , and al{-char are inall 
places. 'of the 'warld;-?{al. 135. 6. #hatſpever the 
-Lard pleaſed, thadid ihe in heaven, nd incarth, and the 
fear, und all ler. places, *IF the Lord diſpoſerh of "aff 
ebings narees.A. ahduearth as he pleaferh , ſhalt any 
-perticular perſon fret, and think+ much to have aff his 
conceramentsdiſpoſed'of ar the pleaſure, and bythe 
dic on ran? Oe 2 When: hy Hord —_ 
N llations-inany Nation, as thavthe report: 

: ot ns we all the world _ maſt Rifl 

er our mi it is ear'and Sovere!i 

= doth rheſe things, P a, 46: $, 10. Cn, 
4 .  bebild the works of the Lird, what deſdations be bath 
E . ©  madeintheeerth. Be fil, and know that'l am God. 
Tomurmurac Godsfolfilling his-ownwill, is a pra- 
Qical-denying his» Sovereignty-; and-to deny the 
_ Jonny of God*;:is' to deny -his Deity. He. 
Gonld'nor be God , if 'he were'not our Sovereign 
Lord) his Sovereignty is efſencial to his Deity. 
4. Its God thar loverh you, and is the belt friend 
| | in all cheworld, that laid theſe rebukes 


Fire. Every godly man bach God for his Friend, 
Canto5; 7 r6. Thus is my beloved, and this is my friend. 
| God rebukesany of his Setvants irftheir 
Names,” Eſtates, Bodies, or Souls, it is out of love, 
Rev031 9." As many' as I love, 1 rebuke and chaſten ; ; 
Proy: 3+ 1 2. home the Lord loveth he correfteth, even as 
few rum Son,. in whom he delighteth. Will you take 
y thing amiſsrhat cometh from ſo good a friend as 
the Lordi is? eſpecially-rhat which cometh from this 


DIS OE EE IF A I , © 2. - 
; Ea ; _ PEER z - $ets - ? » 
- Fe 19" 3h + £7 © $*'s um 2 «©,.4 
» _ R Q-.r  ' 
n m—_ 
p Ss 2 
k 
you ar this hs pry ſaith the _ , 


 _ cmwmaqca wn a ; 


pan:yon, and hath-raken eway your Eftsres by this - 


friend 


' friend in loye?-We are wont''to- take. rebukes. that. 
comefroin friends in good part; though they be ſuch. 
as wound and pierce us ta the foul, Prov.27. 6. Faiths 
, ful are. the wounds' of, a, friend:;\Plal. 141. 5; Let the 
righteons [mite we, and it ſhall be akindeneſs, and let hin 
| reprove mes: and jt ſhall be an excellent of] which ſhall 
break my head.-—-Shall we elteem it a kindenteſs to be 
ſmitren and reproved by righteous men, and fret, and 
be angry when we are ſmitrenand reproved by the 
_ righteous God? | S 
-\5. Iris God: who: is your Father.chat hath done 
theſe chings.' Never any man'drank ſuch a bitrer cup 
as way mingled for our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, | 
if weconlider all; the ingredients chat werepurt into -, 
it: yetbecauſe it was his Father that gave him this 
cup he took ir cheerfully, John 18. 11. The cap which 
my Father hath given me, ſhall 1 not drink it ? Weſub- 
mit our ſelves ro our earthly Parents when they cor- 
ref us, howmuch more ougbe weto be ſubje&co our 
heavenly Father when he chaſtneth us ; ſeeing he 
hach more power over us than they have, and aimerh 
more purely atour good than they do? Heb. 12, 9, 
Io. We have had fathers of onr fleſh, which correfed 
8, and we gave them reverence 5 ſhall wenot much rather 
bein ſubjettion' to the Father of Spirits y and' live'y for 
they werily for a few dayes chaſtned #6 after their own plege * 
” ſure, but he for onr profit, that we mipht be partakers of : 
his Holineſs © TO 
6. It is God who is pleaſed with all his own works, 
Pſal.1 35. 6." What ſcever the Lord pleaſed, that did he 
in Heaven, andin Earth, and in the Seas , and all deep 
places. God calleth' the judgements that he executes 
upon his enemies bis pleaſure,” 7/a. 48: 14. He will 
dohys pleaſureon Babylon. Yea even thoſe afflitions 
which God.ſendeth upon his own children, A” 
. $g0oC 
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he ſufferings of 'ChziR, ſaith, 7/z 53-10. Nt pleaſed 
the Lord th nie him. —Our ſufterings are in ſome re-- 


ts aid to! grieve the' Lord, - Judges 10. 16, His 
ont was grieved for the miſery of Iſrael. Bur on an« 
other account; as they are a fulfilling of his eternal 
Councils, as they illuftrace his Glory , as they e- 

mote our good, &c. they may be ſaidropleaſe him... 
Now that which pleaſeth God ſhould not diſpleaſe vs. 
Itis ſaid of Dzxvid, who was a wiſe and a gracious 
Prince, #hatſoever the King did, piabjes all the" people, 
2 Sam. 3. 36. The Lord our God infinitely cranſcen- 
deth David in Wiſdom and Goodneſs; and therefore 
whatſoever the Lord -doth , ſhould pleaſe all. his 

* Itis God that made you , who hath taken away 
your Eſtates from-you , and itis-not meet that che 
 Creatureſhould quatrtel; murmur at , or finde faule. 

with any thing that' his- Maker' doth, ſa, 45. 9. Fo 
unto bims that ftriveth with his Maker ; let the potſheard + 
frive with the potſheards of the earth : ſhall the clay ſay 
to-him that Falbioneth it, what makeſt thou? 


SECT. 2. oy hog 
"3. Conſider whar it'is which God hath caken away 
from you ;" and this Confideration will miniſter ſeve-. 
ra] Arguments for the quieting of your mindes under 
on your loſſes, though chey have been very grear.” 
r, | , | 
1. God bath raken- away nothing but that which' 
was his own. Your Houſes, your Gaods, your Sil- 
ver and Gold; and all chat you have, or ever had, is 
the Lords, 1 Chron. 29.11. All that is in the heaven, . 
and in the earth, is thine ; Plal. 24 1.. The earth i the 
Lirds, and the fulnefs thereof, the world ," and, they that. 
Nin | dwell 
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dwell therein ; Hol. 2.7. Therefore will Ireturn and take 
away my corn—and my wine—and my wool—and my flax. 
What- Benbadad ſaid to Abab, and: Ahab replyed to 
. Benhadad, 1 King 20. 3» 4. Thy Silver and thy Gold 
miney thy Wives alſo, and thy Children, even the poodlieff 
are. mine : and the King of 1ſrael anſwered and ſaid, My 
Lord, O King, according to thy ſaying, 1 am thine, and 
all that I have. The like may God ſay to us, Thy 
Silver and thy Gold is mine, &c. And we may ſay to 
the Lord, O my Lord, according to thy ſaying, I 
am thine, and all that I have. Now. we take upon us 
to diſpoſe of thoſe things which are our own , as we 
ſee good, AMdat. 20. 15. 1s it not lawful for me todo 
what I will with mine own? And ſhall not we allow 
unto God that libercy which we take unto our ſelves? 
ſhall we murmur againſt him when he takerh away no- 
ching from us but that which is his own ? | 

2, God hath raken away nothing from you , 'bue 
what you were unworthy to enjoy. Free was 2 great- 
man ; the Angel that wraſtled wiet'him, ſaich of him, 
As a Prince haſt thow power with God and\ en, and haſt 
prevailed, Gen. 32, 28. Yer he looked upon himſelf 
. as Uhworthy of the leaſt of all che merciesrthat ever 
God beſtowed upon him, Gen, 32. I0, / am not wor= 
thy of the leaft of all the mercies, and of all the truth 
which thou haſt ſhemed unto thy ſervant, As the Woman 
of Samariaſaidto Chriſt, John 4. 12. At thou greats 
er than our Father Jacob ? So may I ſay unto you, Are 
you grearer, and better than Jacob? if not, then you 
mult confeſs your ſelves unworthy of the leaſt of 
all Gods mercies as he did ; and if youare unworthy 
of 'the leaſt of all Gods mercies, then you have no 
cauſe to repine at your loſſes, ſeeing God hath rakew 
nothing from you but what you were 'urworthy to 


EpJdy ; ; 
Se td 3. God 


T 6 RE 4 ee 
* Ky Aut. 5 Is by +. , 
7 6d. 5, bi > 
[a 3+ * 


he a 7; F 


WIS 1 

$3 Ms ks 

»% Fob bn Y 5d 2 bY Bo 
a " + 4 F 


PY 


41 &7 " | a4 AL 
Lon hn 


though you have: never: {@ 
goods ; you catinor” carry one 
enny. with-you out: of che world, 1.7im. 6,7. We | - 
| [nk nothing intothis world, and it Us certain, wi ran 
| tarry nothing out: and upon this accounce-the Apoſtle- | 
urgeth Chriſtians tobe: content, though they have 
never (© lictle , norhing. beſides food and raitient;' | 
wir: S: Having: food and raiment', I:t ns be therewith © 
Contents And as we can carry nothing - with us out of 
the world, ſo it is' altogether uncertain, whoſhall 
poſteſs what welexve behinde us, Lake t 2. 20. The 
«+4 rru' ſonl be required of thee ; then whoſe ſhall 
theſe things be that thuw haſt provided 7 If we have chil-- 
dren to:mherit the ſubttance that we leave behinde 
_ Us, yerwho canrell.batthe Extorrioner may catch all 
that cheythave , and*Strangers devour their wealch, 
Pal. 1og:.1: Or'ifthey ſhould enjoy whatweleave. 
them , yer who'can tell whecher chey will ſpend it} .. 
wellorill> who can tef{ whether they will be wile - 

_ menor fools ? Such choughes 'as theſe weaned Solg- 
mimtrom che world, and made him repent of all che 
pains he had rakeninereRing ſtately Buildings, and 

ing topecher much Treaſure, Etcleſ. 2.18, 19: 
Ihated all my laboxr which I had taken under the Sun, ' 
beranſeT ſhculd leave it unto the men that (hall be after me, 
and who hnoweth whether he ſhall be a wiſe manor a fool? 
yet ſhall he have rule over all my labour wherein T have la- 
bunred; and wherein 1 have ſhewed my ſelf wiſe under the 


1 «4. Thatwhich God hath taken from you is but va- 
& nity, yea mo: e, that which often proveth a, wen; 
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Q.I5 in their Efate;, to bear their Laſſer contentedly, 15 


rothe Soul and Spirit, which isthe better part of a 
mai, Solomon ſpeaking of all worldly things, faith 
of them, Y anity of Vanitles, all is vanity, Eccleſ. 1. 25 
and afterwards aerray Ms: his oueward enjoyments, 
he dottitell us that his ſtately Buildings and his greae 
Treaſures were vanity as well as other things. Eccleſ. 
*2. 4,5, 8,17. I made me great works, I builded me 
houſes —— 1 made me Gardens and Orchard; —I gathered: 
me alſo Silver and Gold , and the peculiar treaſures of 
Kings — All is vanity and vexation of Spirit. Should a 
wiſe man diſquiet himſelf for the loſs of a vanity ? or 
” vexhimſelf. becauſe he is deprived of that which is 
> buevexation of Spirit? Feb 
5. Riches arenot that-which moſt men think them 
to be; They haveleſs' of good, and more of evil in 
them thanweare aware of. Ido not mean that riches 
{ arei&vil of themſelves, they are good bleſſings of 
| God; yet our corrupt natures are apt toturh chem. 
| -toaneviluſe. VVherefore view your riches which 
you have loſt, not according to that eſtimation which 
men of che world have of riches , but according to 
che judgement which che Holy Ghoſt giveth of chem 
inthe Scriptures, where they are ſtiled, Deceitfwl 
| Riches, Mark 4. 19. Uncertain riches, 1 Tim. 6. 17. 
| The Aammon of unrighteonſneſs, Luke 16. 9. Yanity 
 andwixation of Spirit, as was hinted before. Thorns, 
Mat. 23. 22. That which # not. That which ſhould 
be ſo far from difquiering our hearts, that they are 
not worthy that ſuch a noble creature as man ſhould 
ſer his eyes upon them. Prov. 23. 5. Wilt thow ſet 
thine eyes upon that which #s not ? for riches certainly 
make Ge toes wings, they flye away as an Eagle towards 
Heaven, The Scriptures inform us, that all that dif- 
\ quiet themſelves about riches , diſquietthemſelves in 
vain; Pſal. 39.6. Surely every man walketh ina vain 
- C ſhew, 
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ew, ſurely they are diſquieted in vain, he heapeth up 
fem and knoweth not who ſhall gather them. Tf this 
be the nature of riches, if chey be like -thorns,, de- 
ceitful things, not worthy the fixing of the eye upon 
chem, &c. Why ſhould you be perplexed in your 
minds for the breach which G2d hath made upon 


your Eſtates, - | 
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SE CI. 3 


3. Conſider that God-hath wiſe, and gracious, and 
merciful ends in this diſpenſation, and-intendeth you | 
—_ by taking away your eſtares. from you. | 
When- David was robbed of. all that he:had, and his 
City of refuge was burntwith hre by the Awechites, 
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he found: that- -this-as well -as his- other afflictions: *® 


wrought for his good, P/al. 119.61, 71. The bands of || 
the wicked have robbed we — It ts good for mee that 4 mas | 
afflicted, that 1 might learn-thy Statutes; There is much 
mercy to the people of God in choſe paths that carry 
the greateſt appearance of ſeverity, Pſal,25.10, All 
the paths of the Lord are mercy and truth to ſweh as keep 
. his Covenant aud his Teftimovies. It isan unqueſtion-. 
" ablecruth that God deligns the doing his people good 
- in every affliftion which be layerh upon them, Row: 
8.28. We know that all things work together for good unto 
them that love God — And if all work together for 
your good , then alſo your late Ilofles though 
very great ſhall work for your good, And is it 
not an unreaſonable ringer you ſhould be diſcon- 
' tented when God dealech. mercifully with you? that. 
you ſhould be diſcontented when God is doing you 
00d? What though you cannor ſee for che preſene 
how your loſſes ſhould work for your good > you | 
may ſee it hereafter, Foh.13. 7. What 1do, thon mw 
. 4 


| Si. is dimitiiſhing ol Eftdter.. 
- ug now, bat thow ſhalt know hereafter. God tiay have 
'eyeral merciful ends, and deſign your good ſeveral 
. wayes intaking away your eſtates; I will hint three 
or four gracious ends of God 1n'cutting of his peo- 
ple ſhott in outward things, "in order to. their ſpiri- 
fital g00d,and leaveitto you, to judge Which of cheſe 
God delighs ih your lofles. 

* I» God ſometimes diminiſheth his peoples wealth; 
becauſe he ſeeth that if he ſhould have continued 
them in the enjoyment of their eſtates ir would have 
been for cheir hurt, Eccleſ. 5.13. There # a ſore evil 
which 1 have ſeen ander the Sun , namely, riches kept 
for the owners thereof to their hurt. Riches may be 
hurtful ſeveral ways. As 1. when they make us bigh- 
minded andrough in our ſpeeches and carriages to- 
wards the poor. This lin is very incident to rich men, 
Prov. 18. 23. Therich anſwereth roughly. 1 Tim.6,77. 
Charge them that are rich in this world that they be not 
high- minded, —2.When they draw off our hearts from 
God, andczuſe us to ſer them upon our riches , then 
they prove hureful. Now the more we have of che 
world, the more apt we are to ſet our hearts upon 
the world, Pſal.62.10,-Tf riches intreaſe ſet not your 
heart upon them. 5. When they hinder our truſt- 
ing in God, and living by faith, and we by reaſon of 
the multitude of onr riches truſtin them. Now:the 
more riches we have, the more apt we are totruſt in 

them, P/al. 52. 7. — But truſted in the abundence of his 

riches. 1 Tim. 6. 17. Charge them that are rich in this 
world that they traſt not in uncertain riches , bat in the 
living God, who giveth m4 richly all things to enjoy. 

4. When they fill our minds with cares, and diſturb 
our peace; and this is uſual with many rich men, to 
have their minds diſt:rbed about their eſtates bork 
day ard nigltr, Eceleſ;, 5, 12, 0 abundance of the rich 
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' will not ſuffer him to ſleep. 5. When they draw a man to, 
or drown him in any ſinful luſts as idleneſs, ſenſuality, 
pride,ſfecurity,&c, they become hureful, 1 Tim. 6.9: 
T hey that will be rich fall into a temptation and a ſnare, and 
into many fooliſh and hartful laſts which drown men'in de» 
fruttion and perdition. Now if God foreſaw. that your 
eſtates would have been hurtful ro you any of theſe 
wayes, or any other way, and thereupon took them 
away, that they might not do you hurt, you have no 
cauſe to complain,” but rather ro bethankful. If you 
ſay, there is no fear that a good man ſhould be hure 
by his riches. I anſwer, Agr was a good man, yet 
he was afraid leſt riches ſhould cauſe bim to deny the 
Lord, Prov. 30. 8,9. Give me jeither poverty nor 
riches, —left I be full and deny thee, and (ay, who ts the 
Lord. — Is it notbetter thar God ſhould deny us the 
enjoyment of riches, than leave us in'proceſs of time 
to deny him. a | A 
' 2, God ſometimes diminiſheth our eſtates , and 
brings us low, becauſe he intendeth ro call us to great 
ſufferings, even to forſake all that we have. The 
more a man bath of the world, che harder it will be 
ro part with all chat he poſſeſſech for Chriſt, Mar.10, 
21,22. — Go thy way, ſell whatſoever thou haſt, and give 
tothe poor — And he was ſad at that ſaying, and went a= 
way grieved, for he had great poſſeſſions. The Apoſtles 
who were poor, and had bur little to-leave at the call 
of Chriſt, immediately lefr all and followed him, 
Matth. 4.20. Luke 5. 28: This forſaking of all for 
Chriſt is ſo neceflary when we are called to ir, that 
without it we cannot 'be Chrifts Diſciples, Luke 14. 
33: Wheſoever he be of you that forſaketh not all that he 
hath, he cannot be my Diſciple. Suppoſe God foreſaw 
thar if he had not broughe you into a low condition, 
you would rather have forſaken Chriſt than Four E- 
ates 3 
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Q-r: in Diminiſhing our Eſtates. zr 


Rates ; Hath he nor dealt mercifully wich you in 
taking away your Eſtates, which would have hindred 
'yau Fon becoming Diſciples of Chriſt 2 

_ 3, Riches oft times prove great hinderances to our 
ſalvation, and God takes them awgy that he may make 
our paſſage to Heaven more eale, Hatth.19. 23, 24. 
Feſta ſaid unto his Diſciples, Verily I ſay unto you, that 
a rich man ſhall hardly enter into the Kingdons of Heaven. 
And again, I ſay unto you, It is eaſier for a Camel to go 
throagh'the eye of a Needle than for a rich man to enter 
into the Kingdoms of God. Suppoſe God' ſaw your 
riches to be clogs to you, and that they wayld 
have hindered your ſalyation, Was it not good for 
you that God ſhould cake them away ? Is ic not bet- 
rer that you ſhould loſe your Eſtates chan loſe the 
Kingdom of Heaven ? 

4. God diminiſheth our Eſtates that he may en- 
creaſe our Graces, Heb, 12. 10; ' He chaſtneth us for 
onr profit, that we might be partakers of his holineſ7. Or- 
dinarily poor men are richer in grace than great men, 
Fam... Hath not God choſen the poor of this world, rich 
in faith ? Grace is better than riches, and bave they 
then any cauſe to complain, whom God maketh poor, 
that he may make them rich in graceand holineſs? 

5. God diminiſhech our outward worldly comforts 
that he may encreaſe our inward & ſpiritual comforts, 
Hof. 2.7,14.1 will take away my corny—and my wine,--and 
my wooll,— and my flax, — 1will allare her and bring her 
into the Wilderneſs, and ſpeak comfortably unto her. I 
mighe mention others of a like nature, bur I forbear ; 
by theſe you may ſee that God may intend his people 
much good, when he depriveth rhem of their eftates. 
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- 4- Conſider that though God hath taken much 
from you,be might with equity and juſtice have taken: 
away a great deal more from you, andtherefore you . 
have no cauſe to repipe that God-hath taken away ſa 
mach, but rather tq be thankful chat God. hath raken 
away no more fromyou. For 

' 1. God might have taken, away your lives as well 
as your eſtates. . When Sodom was burnt, Lot loſt his 
houſe and his gogds, as may be gathered from Gen. 
Ig. It was eyening before the Angels came to him, 
ra x. and inthe. morning about the time that the 

St roſe God rained fire and brimſtone upon the Cj- 
ty, YVerſ. 23. Some time was ſpent in entertaining the 
Angels, in going to his ſons in law to acquaint them 
with-the purpoſe of God to deſtroy Sodoms, infleeing 
to..Zoar, ſo. that he ſaved very little, if any of his 
goods ;. for, what could a man, thar had ſuch. ſhoxs 
warning of Sodowm's deſtru&ion,and was forced to flee 
for his life, carry along wich him ? Beſides the loſs of 
hisgoods and his houfe,he loſt his wife,Y726. and:his. 
ſons in law and his daughters that were married to 
chem, /.14, only Lit and hisewo Darghters that were 
unmarried got to Zoar: yer he doth not murmur at his 
Toffes, but lagketh-npan it as a grear mercy, that God 
had ſpared his life, Gen, 19. 19; Behold now thy ſer- 
want hath found grage in thy ſight, apd thou haſt magni- 
fied thy. mercy ,. which thos haſt ſhewed. unto me in that 
thou haſt ſpared my life..— When the Jews were car- 
ried captive into. Babylen , and Jerpſalens was burnt 
with fire, though they 'had loſt thejr liberties, and 
their dyellings were confumed, they did not murmur 
becauſevf their lofſes, bur looked upon it as a great 
Mercy that chemſelyes were not conſumed alſo, 
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Lam. 3 22. It 1sof the Lords mercies that we ave not 
confſumed,becauſe his compaſſions fail not, And notwith- 
ſtanding their ſufferings were verygreat,ſuch as could 
ſcarce be paralled by any that lived in former ages, 
as we may ſee, Lam. 1. 12. yet they acknowledge 
that they had no cauſe of complaining, ſeeing God 
had ſpared their lives, Law. 3. 39. Pherefore doth 4 
living man complain ? When the Ship in which the A- 
poſtle ſailed was caſt away, and all the goods were 
S loſt, he makes a light matcer of their loſles ſeeing 
5.. their lives were preſerved, As 27. 22, 25. [exhort 
3 You to be of good cheer, for there ſhall be no loſs of any 
mans. life among you , but of the Ship, — Wherefore 
Sirs be of good cheer. He calls upon them twice, not- 
withſtanding their loſſes, ro be of good cheer, be- 
cauſe their lives were preſerved. 

2, God might have taken away your ſouls and caſt 
them into everlaſting burnings, for you have linned, 
and The wages of ſin is death, Rom. 6. 23. The An- 
gels are more glorious creatures than man, yet aſſoon 
as they had ſinned, God caſtthem into Hell, 2 Pet. 
2.4. God ſpared not the Angels that ſinned, but caſt thens 
down to Hell, and delivered them into chains of darkneſs 
to be reſerved unto judgment, Now if God had dealt 
thus with you, if inſtead of burning your houſes, he 
had taken away your ſouls and caſt them into ever- 
laſting burnings, your loſs would have been incom- 
parably greater than now it is, though you had been 
_ owners of the whole world ; For what hat it profit 
a man to gain the whole world and loſe his own ſoul ? 
Mark 8.36. | | 

5. God might have taken away his loving kindneſs 
from you, as he did from the Jews, Fer, 16. 5. I have 
taken away my peace from this people, ſaith the Lord, even 

loving kindneſs and' mercies, Now that would have 
C 4 been 


Q£1: _ height have taken away more. ' | 
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|  - . + beena far greater loſs, than the loſs of your eftares> | 
Y; yea than the loſs of your lives ; for Gods loving kind- 


neſs is better than life, P[.63.3. Bicauſe thy loving hind- 
neſs is better thes life pu lips ſhall praiſe thee. David 
ſpoke this when he was in che Wilderneſs of Judah, 


as appears from the title of the Pſalm, and in this 
Wilderneſshe was deſtitute of all wordly comforts, 
as appears by calling this place, 4 drie and thirſty land 
where no water x ; yer enjoying Gods love in this de- 
ſolace Wilderneſs, he doth. not murmur for wane of 
what he enjoyed, whileſt he lived at home with bis 
father, or in Sa#/'s Court, bur praiſeth God for the 
ſweetneſs and farisfation which be enjoyed in the 
| ſenſe of Gods love. | And. as David.did, ſo may we 
bleſs God if he hath not taken away his loving kind- 
neſs from us, whatever ic be which God hath taken 
from us, . becauſe his loye'is betrer 'than all other 
g things. .:Y ; : ; | , 


S3£2-:.N. | 

5. Conſider how you have ſinned againſt the Lord, 
and whar you have deſerved: for your (ins. The re- 
fleting upon your ſins, will make you patient under 
this and all other ſufferings, Micah 7. 9g. 1 will bear 
the indignation of the Lord, becanſe 1 have ſinned againſs 
Wn, — Lam. 3. 39. Wherefore doth a living. man com- 
plain, a man for the puniſhment of his fo ? The calling 
co remembrance our lins may cauſe us to take pati- 
ently and contentedly-the greatelt affliiong an feve- 
ralaccounts, I will mentiontwo,  __.. 
1, How great ſoever our 74" WR are, they are 
far leſs chan our ſins have 'deſerved.” | God never 
puniſheth any man in this world, either the godly 
or the wicked, according tothe deſert of their (ins, 
Pfal, 103, 10. He hath not dealt with us after our ſins, 
SEE OS CI GER Poon, «ol DE ES 6 nor 
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| Qt: -—Efates, to beer their loſſes contentedly, © a5 BE: 
| mor rewarded uu accordin 1g 't0 our iniqnities. | Job's ſuf- 


ferings were very great, he was the greateſt manchac 
lived in the Eaſtern'part of the world; and had all his 
eſtate taken from himin one day, he did not only 
loſe his eſtate, bur his children alſo;his body was ſmit- 
een with painful and noyſome boyls. and ſores, his 
ſoul alſo was full of trouble, as he himſelf exprefſerh 
it, Job 6. 4. The Arrows of the Almighty are within me, 
the poyſon wheresf drinketh up my ſpirit, the terrars of 
God do ſet themſelves in aray againſt me : yet Job's 
ſins had deſerved greater things from God, than what 
God was pleaſed to lay upon him, Job 11.6,— Know 
that God exattethof thee leſs than thine iniquity deferu- 
eth. The afflitions which the Jews endured at the de- 
trucion of Jers/alem, and during the time of their 
_ Captivity in Babylon (which laſted 70,years )were ex- 
ceeding. great, ſogrear as ſcarce any people in the 
world endured the like, as we may ſee by theſe two 
Texts of Scripture, Lam. 1.12.1s it nothing to you, all ye 
that paſs by, behold and ſee if there be any EO like xnto 
wy ſorrowwhich n done untome,wherewith the Lord hath 
afflifted mes in the day of his fierce anger. Dan. 9.12. Mn- 
der the whole Heaven hath not been done, as hath been done 
upon Fernſalem ; ' yet Ezra confeſſeth that all char 
they had ſuffered was far leſs than they deſerved, 
Ezrag.13. After all that ts come upon us , for our evil 
deeds and for onr great treſpaſs, ſeeing that tho our God 
haſt paniſhed us, leſs than our iniquities deſerve, — Our 
iins deſerve eternal damnation, Ezek, 18.4. The ſoul 
that ſinneth ſhall die. They deſerve'to be puniſhed 
with che loſs of God, and the loſs of the Kingdom of 
Heaven to all eternity, 1 Theſſ..1. 9. Who ſhall be pu- 
niſhed with everlaſting deſtruttion from the preſence of 
the Lord, — Matth. 7.23. Depart from me ye that work 
iniquity. Now what are the loſſes and croſles char we 
74 | meer 
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meet with in.this world compared with the eternal 
loſs of God and the Kingdom of Heayen , and with 
the torments: of Hell, that muſt- be endured: to; all 
eternity ? met; 258 | 

2. What ever we ſuffer for our ſins, we our ſelves 
arethe cauſes of thoſe ſufferings, and therefore have 
no _reaſonto blame the Lord, but our ſelves:for pro- 
voking the Lordtolay ſuch afliftions upon us, Jer. 
2,17. Haſt thou: not procured this unto thy ſelf, in 
that thou haſt. forſaken the Lord that led thee by the 
way ? Hoſ. 13.9. O Iſratl thou haſt deſtroyed thy 
ſelf, — Jer. 30.15. Why cryeſt thou for thine afflifti- 
on? — becauſe thy. ſins were encreaſed have I done theſe 
things unto thee, 32 


 __ SFET» 6, 
6. Conlider what abundance of mercy you have 


enjoyed in former times, as well as what affli&tions 


you undergoatpreſenc;this was one argument where- 
with Fob quieted himſelf, and wherewtth he laboured 
to quiet his wife. when ſhe adviſed him to curſe God 
and die, Job 2.10, What? ſhall we receive good at the 
hand of God and not evil? As God inthe way ot his Pro- 
vidence intermingleth proſperity with our adverlſity, 
and ſers the one againſt the other, that no man may 
find our any cauſe of complaining againſt the Lord, 
Ecclſ.7. 14. In the. day of proſperity be joyfuls but in 
the day of adverſity conſider, God- alſo hath ſet the one 
againſt the other, to the end that man (ſhould find nothing 
after him. So ſhould we for the taking away of all 0c- 
calions of murmuring under our affliftions, fet our 
mercies againſt our crofles ;- our former and pre- 
ſent mercies againſt our” preſent afflitions, and that 
will convince: us that we have much cauſe of rhank- 
fulneſs, but nocauſe to murmur under our, grexte(t: 
afflictions. For _ 
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...1:. We may. wonder-more that God beſtoweth. one 
. mercy upon -as,.than at his ſending of a thouſand af- 
fictions, for we are alcogether unworthy of the leaſt 
of all Gods mercies, Gen, 32. 10, and have deſerved 
all ſorts of judgments, Dan. 9. 7. To #5 belongeth con+ 
fuſion of faces, — ER W 

2. Though we deſerve all kinds of miſery, and no 
mercy, yet they that have met with moſt and greateſt 
affli&tions, if they-take a view of Gods dealings with 
chem from the day that they were born to this pre- 
ſent time, ſhall find rhart their mercies have been 
far more and greater than their aflitions, Do-we 
meet with ſome croſs or other every day ? if wedo, 
yer. the mercies of the day are greater than the 
croſſes, for God ſends new mercies every day, Lam, 

3: 23. They are new every morning. We enjoy ſo many 
mercies every day,thar we are ſaid to be loaded with 
them, P/al. 68. 19. Bleſſed be the Lord who dayly load- 
eth us with he benefits. Have our afflictions lyen long 
upon us? Gods mercies have been of a longer date 
than our afflitions, Pſal. 103. 17. The mercy of the 
Lord ts from everlaſting to everlaſting upon them that fear 
him, There are intermiffions in our afflictions, He 
| doth nat alwayesehide, Pal. 103. g. but there is.no 
intermiſſion in Gods mercies, there is not one mo- 
ment all our life long bur he is conveying ſome good 
things to us, 1/a.-27. 3. 7 will water it every moment. 
Lam: 3.22. Hes compeſſions fail not« 

3. Every afflition that we meet with in this life 
is allayed and tempered with mercy, yea the bitter- 
eſt cup that ever Gods people drink of, hath more 
of mercy than it hath of judgment, P/al. 145: 9: 
His tender mercies are over all his works, Pſal. 25.10. 
All the paths of the Lord are mercy and txath unto ſuch 
@ keep bus Covenant and his Teſtimonies. If we £0 
RE IWP P70 ; | '® feb ider 
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Gder the pac 8 afflition that God lays uponchis 
feryants, in cheir procuring cauſe, which is ſin, if | : 
with the good intended by them, -if-in the principle '| 
from which they flow, which is Gods-Tove to their || |} 
ſouls; we ſhall be. eaſily convinced chat there 
is more of mery than ſeverity inthem, and fo 'con- 
ſequently that we have much cauſe in every thing, 
| even in every afflition to give thanks; but” no 
cauſe at all comurmur at che hand of the Lord. 


SECT. 7- 

2. Conſider that it is the will and command of 
God, that we ſhould be content with ſuch things as 
we have ; Heb. 13. 5. Let your Converſation be 'with- 
out Covetouſneſs, and be content with ſuch things as ye 
have , for he hath ſaid, I will never leave thee nor for- 

| ſake thee. Tr was but little which.choſe perſons: poſ- 
ſefled, ro whom the Apoſtle wrote this Epiſtle, for 
they had ſuffered much for Chriſt, their goods were 
ſpoiled and taken from them, as we may ſee Heb,-10. 
34. yethetellech them it was the will of God thar 
they ſhould be content wich ſuch things as they 
had, If we have nothing more than food and ray- 
menc, we ought to be content, '# Tim, 6. 8. Having 
food and rayment let um be therewith content. _ It is nor 
faid , having dainty meat and rich attire, ler us be 
therewith content 5; bur having food and rayment, 
chough never ſo plain and mean,we ought to be there- 
with contenr.. Though you bave loſt much, and have 
very little lefr, yet there are weighty reaſons that may 
. Eee you tobe content withſuch things as you 
ave. As bn ee 
I. Though you have very little lefr, you have 
more left chan you broughe wich you into the world, 
and, more chan you can carry with you que of the 
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world, 1 Tin. 6. 7. For we brought nothing into this 
world, and it is certain we can carry wothing ont. Job 1c 
21. Naked came 1 out of my mothers womb', and naked 
ſhall-I return thithers - PR ado akl 
2. Though you have very little, you haye as much, 
it may be, more than Chrift, or 'the Apoſtles of 
Chrift had when they were inthe world. OurLord 
Jeſus Chriſt lived in a very poor condition when he 
was inthe wprld, 2 Cor. 8. 9. Te know the grace of our 
Lord Feſus (hrift, that thiugh he was rich, yet for your 
ſakes he became poor, that ye through his poverty might 
become rich. He was ſo poor thar he had-not-an houſe . 
to dwell in, Mat. $. 20. The Foxes have holes, and 
the Birds of the air have neſts, but the Son of Man hath 
not where to lay his head. His diet was mean, when he 
had nothing but barly bread and two- ſinall fiſhes for 
himſelf and his Diſciples, and them that came ro-hear 
him; he was not diſcontented- becauſe he had no 
better proviſion, but gave God thanks for what he 
had, though it was but barly bread, fob. 6.9,11. He 
was ſo poor, that he received contribution from-wel 
diſpoſed. perſons, Lak, 8. 2, 3- when the Tax-gathe- 
rers came to him for tribute, he had_not wherewith 
all topay them withour working of a miracle, Cat. 
I7, 24, 27. yet this Naxpe.this Tribure money 
which was demanded of him, was no great ſum, not 
aboye fifreen pence of our mony. Now ſhall we * 
murmur, or be diſcontented, when we are as well or 
better provided for, as to worldly things,: than Jefus 
Chriſt our Lord and Maſter was? The Diſciple is not 
above his. Maſter, nor the Servant above his Lord; It 
is enough for the Diſciple, that he be as his Maſter, and 
the: Servant as his Lord, And as you have as much 
as Chriſt had, ſo you have as much or more of this 
worlds goods: than the Apoſtles had, . I Cor. 4. It. 
: Even 


i306 Reaſons why we ſhonld be content with a little: Qt; | 


Even'to this preſent hour, we both hunger and thit ff "and 
"ke naked, and are buſfeted , and have wo certain divelling 
"place, and labour 5 working with our own hants. © Paxl | 
ſpeakech here of himſelf, andthe other Apoſtles, as 
«you may ſee; v. 9.” And. though, they were ſo poor, 
'thatthey had ſcarce'any ling that" chey could call 
their own ; yet they were 3s well contetited as if 
they: had poſſeſſed all rhe worid. 2 Cor. 6. 10. 4s 
poor, as having nothing , and' yet poſſeſſmg all things; 
"PHil. 4: 11, 12. 7 have learned 1n whatſoever ſtate I am, 
therewith to be rontent;” T know both how to be abaſed, and 1 
know how to abound ; every where, and in all things 1 ans 
"I#ftrutted both to be full, and to be bangry, beth to abound, 
Io Faſr ned, OTIS | 
2: 3; Though you have very little left, yet you have 
morethan yon are worthy of, ashath been hinted al- 
ready, from Gen. 32,10. [ ans not worthy of the leaſt of 
all the neerties, and of all the trath that thou haſt ſhewed 
= Ja, TRI 
\.---4. Though you have bit lictle'; you may live as 
long, and may live as bleſſed and comfortable a life, 
as you mighe do,"if you had all che world. You may 
Hve'as fonp, Luke 12.15. Take heed and beware of c0- 
vetomſneſs; for a mans life confifteth not inthe abandance 
&f thoſe things that he doth poſſeſs. You may live as 
bleed and comfortable lives, chough you be poor, 
as they that have great Eſtates, Luke 6- 20. Bleſſed 
be ye poor —The Apoſtle Paul , who was ſo poor, that 
he had nothing, was alwayes in a joyful condition, 
2 {or. 6. 10. David had nor more fatisfation when 
he fare upon the Throne, enjoying all che delights 
thar his Kingdorticould afford, than he fotind when 
he was in the Wilderneſs of Judah ; for when he was 
in this Wilderneſs, he rells us that his Soul was fatis- 
- fied as with marrow and farneſs ; whilſt his Mn. 


UN 
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and:meditations were taken up about God, P/al. 63. 
5/6, Yet inthis Wilderneſs he was deſtitute of all 
worldly comforts. He calls ic a dry and thirſty Land, - 
where no water was , ver. I.- Many Iabouring men 
that work hard all the day co get their living, enjoy 
more comfortable dayes and nights than they ehat 


have greatriches. Eccleſ. 5. 12.- The ſleep 1 
ing man is ſweet, whether he eat little or much ; 
abundance of the rich will not ſuffer him to ſleep. 


a laboner- 


bat the 


5. Though you have bur lictle, yer it is far better 
with you, than with thoſe that want che Grace' of 
God, and enjoy great Eſtates, Pſal. 37. 16. 4 little 
that a righteous man hath is better than the riches of ma- 
ny wicked : For what a _ man hath , he enjoy- 


eth it with the love and 


avour of God ; but awicked 


man is hated and abhorred of God, P/al. 5. 5. Tho 
 hateſt all workers of iniquity. Now it is ſaid, Prov.z5: 
I7. Better is a dinner of herbs where love is, than a' ftal- 
led Oxe, and hatred therewith. A righteous man when 
he hath bur lirtle, hath char which-ſufficert-him, Phil. 
4. 11,.12, Bur a wicked man is diflatisfied and ſtrait- 
ned .in his minde , under his greateſt abundance, 
Fob'20, 22. '[n the midſt of his ſufficiency he ſhall be "in 


ſtraits. 


6. Though you have bur lictle, God can bleſs 
your lictle , that ir ſhall become a great deal before 
youdie. Facob had but little when hewent to Laban, 
but God fent him away with a great Eſtate , Gene 32, 
/10. With my ftaff I paſſed over this Jordan,and now 1 am 
/ become two bands. It is the bleſſing of the Lord my 


#ich, Prov. 10. 22. And it 1s all one with 


Godco 


bleſs a man that hath litcle, as him that hach much. 
Bildad tellech Fob after he bad ſuffered great lofes, 
that if he would ſeek unto God, Thowgh thy beginning” 
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was ſmall , yet thy latter end ſhowld greatly encreaſe, 


Fob- 
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Ty; 7. Butif God ſhould continue you in a'low 
ate , yet he can ſo bleſs that lictle char he hath 
left you, that you ſhall have enough to maintain you 
as longas you live. As it was with-the- Manna that. 
fell in the Wilderneſs, 2 Cor. 8.:15. He that gathered. 
much had nothing over, and he that gathered little had'no 
So it falls out by the providence of God to- 
wards his people, that though they have but lictle, 
yet they have no lack of what is. good for them, P/al. 
344-19. They that ſeek the Lord ſhall not want any goed 
thing. It may be ſome will ſay, we have ſo lircle, that 
we have much ado to live, though proviſion be plen- 
tiful and cheap ; but fuppoſe times ſhould grow hard, 
ſuppoſe God ſhould ſend a Famine, how ſhould we 
dochenthar have ſo little, that have much ado to live 


_ now? ; 


 Anſw, If God ſend a Famine, he promiſeth to take 
careof all ſuch as fear him, and hope in his mercy, 
Pſal. 33. 18, 19. Behold. the eye of the. Lord is upon 
them that fear him, upon them that hope in his mercy to 
deliver their ſoul from death, and to py them alive: in 
Famine. Pſal. 37;-16.-and 19: verſes Compared. In 
the 16. verſe the Pſalmiſt ſpeaketh of thehappy con- 
dition of the righteous, though they have'bur little z 
and whereas ſome might ehink, bur whac ſhall become 
of us that. have but lirtle, if a Famine ſhould come? 
headds, ver. 19, They. ſhall not be aſhamed in the evil 
time, and inthe dayes of Famine they ſhall be ſatisfied. 
Job's. 20. In famine he ſhall redeem thee from death, 
and ver: 22. Atdeſtruftion and famine thou ſhalt laugh, 
When there was a famine in 7fae/, God did ſo bleſs 
and multiply the widows handful of meal, and her 
little oyl in a cruſe, that ſhe, and the Prophet, and 
all her houſe were' nouriſhed therewith many dayes, 
even till God ſenr plenty in 1/7ael, 1 Kings 17, from 
4af7.9.t017. | SECT. 
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-$,. Conſider that God hath lefe you more and bet- 
terehings then he hath taken from you ; and there- 
fore how great ſoever your loſſes have been, you 
may well be content. I will pur yon in'minde of ſome 

things which God/hath lefe you, which are far better 
than choſe things which he hath taken from you. | 
1. God hath left you his Holy Word, in the read- 
ing and meditation whereof, you may delight your 
. elf night and day, Þſ; 1. 1, 3. Now Gods word is 
more worth chan all che Gold and Silver in che world, 
Pſal. 119. 22. The law of thy mouth is better unto me 
than thouſands of Gold and. Silver. And with this David 
comforted himſelf when he was robbed and ſpoiled 
of his gaods,. by the means of” wicked and ungodly 
men, wer. 61. You may (ee alſo Pſal. 19. io. and 

Pſal. 119. 14. 
2. God hath lefe you himſelf for your portion,and. 
though a man hath loſt all that he 'had in the world, 
as long as he hath God for his portion, he is well 
enough. When the Jews who were carried captive 
into Babylon, were ſpoiled of alltheir goods, and had 
ſeen their dwellings burnt with fire , they comforted 
themſelves with this, that they had God Kill for 
their portion, Laws.-"3. 24. The Lord is my portion, 
ſaith my ſoul , therefore will I hope in him. Allchings 
inall Nations compared wich. God are leſs thari no- 
thing and vanity, I/a, 40. 17. All Nations before him 
are as nothing,and they are connted to him leſs than nathing 
and vanity. And: why then ſhould a man thar enjoy- 
.eth chis great God for his portiqn not reſt ſatisfied in 
God, bur diſquiet himſelf for that which is lefs than 

nothing and vanity ? | 
3. God hath lefr you his Spirit which is in you, 
and ſhall abjde with you, to teach, ſanRifie, and _ 
| ' forr, 


fort you as long as you live. fehn-I4, 16, 17. Z wil 
prey the Father, ayd he ſhall give you anther comforter, 
that he may abide with you for ever, even the Spirit of 
truth—he dwellethwith: you , and ſhalt be in you. When 
David had offended rhe Lord in che matter of 4riab, 
 hewat more afraid -of having the Spirit of God ta- 
 kenaway, than of Joftng his Kingdom ; and there- 
fore he doth nor pray , take not: my Kingdom , bur 
take not: thy Holy Spiris from me , Pfal. 51.18. And 
chough-he was rold by Nathan, that the Sword ſhould 
neverdepert from his houſe; and /that "God would 
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raiſe up evil againft-him from his own houſe, '2 Saw. | 


12, X0,41, Yerhe feſolverh.if God would but par- 
dop: his fin, and continue his Holy Spirit with, him, 
his rongue ſhoutd 'fing- aloud. of his Righteouſneſs, 
Pſal. 5X7 125 14. 61-49." 
"4 God hath lefe you the true riches which are 
-far-better thanall «lie. riches of this' world. To-be 
rich in Grace, is berter thanro be rich in Moneyz or 
Houſes, or Lands; or aty other workdly: thing, ' He 
that is rich in worldly Poſleſhons , 'bur-is not rich to- 
wards God, is a miſerable man, Zuke 12. 19, 20, 21. 
but hethact is rich in Grace, thongh he be a very poor 
man as to worldly things, is an happy man, for be*is 
an-heir of.the_ Kingdom of Heaven , 7ames 2. 5. 
There is not any one Grace of the-Holy Spirit, bac 
itis much berter.chan all the Riches of the world, I 
will inſtancein threeor four Graces by which a man 
may give jadgement of the reſt. 1. Wiſdom and Un- 
derſtaniding by which-we know God andthe chings of 
£God, is of ſuch a precious Nature, 'that there 'is no- 
thing inthe world worthy ro be compared with: ir; 
Prov. 3.13,14,15. Happy is the man that findeth wiſ- 
dow, and the' man that getteth underſtanding ; for the 
- wtrchandize of it is better than the mirchandize f Sil- 


wer 


- 


Q. 1= bave better things left than they have loft. 3 5 | 


ver , and the gainthereof than fine Gold. She is mare pre- 
vious than rubies, and all the things that thou canſt deſire 
are not to be compared unto her. ' 2, Faith is more preci- 
qus than all the gold-inthe world, 1 Per. 1. 7.T hat the 
tryal of your faith being much more precions than gold that 
periſheth. Faith is not only as precious, but more, 
much more precious than Gold. 3. The fear of the 
Lord that is precious treafure, 7/a. 23.6. The fear 
of the Lord is his treaſure. 4. A meek and a quiet ſpi- 
rit is a rich ornament far above gold or lilver ; for 


theſe only commend us to men, but a meek and a . * 


quiet ſpirit is an ornament of preat price inthe light 
of God, 1 Pet. 3. 3, 4- | Dl 

5. God hath lefe you all the promiſes, he hath not 
taken away, one promiſe from-you. The covenant 
which comprehends under ie all the promiſes, is in 
all chings ordered and ſure,” 2 Sam. 23. 5. When 
God makes the greateſt alrerations in our conditions, 
there is no alteration in his covenant. Pſal. 89. $4, 
My exvenant will Inot break, nor alter the thing that is 
gone out of my lips. Iſa. $4. 10. The monntains ſhall 
depart, and the hills be removed , but my kindeneſs ſhall 
mot depart from thee , neither ſhall the covenant of my 
peace be removed ,. ſaith the Lord, that hath mercy on 
thee. Though you ſhould have loſtall that you have, 
you are as rich in promiſes as ever , and the promiſes 
are more worth than the whole world ; and'may you 
not then quiet'your mindes with what promiſes God 
hath left you, ſeeing you have promiſesnor- only for 
the life to come, buralſo for the fupply of all- your 
wants in this preſent life? 1 Tim. 4. 8. Phil. 4.19. 

6. God hath bleſſed yon with all ſpiritual 
bleſſings in Chrift, where they ſhall not , where 
they cannot be taken from you, You have loſt 


only earchly bleſſings, you have not loſt any one ſpiri- 
| D 2 --* tual 
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eual bleſſing. Now this may be a great comfore to 
you, that notwithſtanding 'what you: have loſt, yet 
you aretill bleſſed with all ſpiricual blefſings. The 
Apoſtle Paw! who had ſuffered the loſs of all things 
for Chriſt, Phil. 3. 8. -was not troubled for his loſſes, 
when he conſidered what God had laid up for him in 
Chriſt,” but breaks qut into bleſſing and praiſe, Epheſ. 
I. 3. Bleſſed be the God and Father of our Lord Feſws 
Chriſt who bath bleſſed us with all ſpiritual bleſſings in 
heavenly plages in Chriſt. : 

9. Conlider what God hath laid up for youi in 
Heaven, and chat will quiec and comfort your hearts, 
chough your goods. be ſpoiled, and your houſes 
burnt,. and you have. loſt all che eſtate that you have 
in the word, Heb.10. 34. Te took joyfully the ſpoiling of 
Jour goods knowing in your ſelves , that ye have in 
Heaven 4 better and: amore enduring ſubſtance. There 
are ſuch. excelleat things treaſured up for you 
Heaven, .thac che tongues of men are nor able to ex- 
preſs the goadnels or the greatneſs of them, Pſal.31. 
19. 'O how great is thy goodneſs which thou haſt laid up for 
them that fear thee > We have ſeen many. delirable 
and excellent things with our eyes, and poſſibly we 
may have beard of better things than ever we ſaw, 
and we-can conceive of better chings in our minds 
chan ever we ſaw or heard of, bur thoſe things which 
che Lotd bath prepared for us in Heaven are far bet- 
rer and; more excellent than ever we ſaw or beard 
of, or 'can conceive in our minds, I Cor. 2, 9. Eye 
hath not ſeeu, nor ear heard, neither have entered into 
the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared 
for them that love him. Such 1s the excellency of 
choſe things which God hath laid up in Heaven for 


Us, 
} 


©. I inthe Eftite,ts bear their Loffes contentedly. 37 


us; that che thoughts aad hope of enjoying the glory 
and joys of heaven, may fill our hearts with joy and 
comfort under all che loſſes and croſſes that we meer 
with in che world, Rom. 5. 2, 3» We rejoyee in 
hope of the glory of God, and not only ſo, but wt glory 
in tribulations alſo. 1 Pet. 1. 3; 4, 6. Bleſſed be the God 
and Father of our. Lord Feſus Chrift, whith according 
#0 his abundant mercy, hath begottein ua unto 4 lively hope, 
by the Reſwrreftion of Feſtus Chriſt from the dead, to an 
Taheritance incorraptible, and andefiled, and that fadeth 
not away; reſerved in Heaven for you, wherein ye 
greatly rejoyee, though now for a ſeaſon (if need be ) ye 
are in heavineſs through manifold temptations: Though 
a ſeryant of God hath loſt never ſuch a fair Inheri- 
tance on Earth, yet he hath more cauſe of rejoycing 
in that incorruptible Inhericance-that fadeth not a- 
way, which is reſerved for him in Heaven, than of 
being troubled for the loſs of his earthly Inhe- 
ritance, 


Sz cr. 10, 

20. Conſider what a; great evil it- is to murmur, 
and to be diſcontenred ar your lofſes, and how plea» 
fing and acceptable it is unto the Lord thar you 
ſhould be content and patient under. this aflition, 
which it hath ſeemed good unto the Lord co lay up- 
on you. The Iſraelites went through many diffi- 
culties whilft they wandered up and down by the 
fpace of forty years in the Wilderneſs, and'becauſe 
chey murmured, multicudes of chem were deſtroyed,: 
neicher the greatneſs, nor the long continuance of 
che afflition did excuſe them from puniſhment; and 
this example of Gods juſtice on them! is ſer down far 
an example to us, thar we might for ever be deter- 
red from; murmuring- under any of our afflitions, 

I D 3 - 


Ee 
& 3 


nite love. 


him do what ſeemeth him- good. That is of 


1 Pet. 3:4 The;ornament of a meek, and quyet 
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38. (onfiderations tv buly ſuch as have ſuffered 
* I Cor. 10,10. Neither murmur ye 4s ſont of them mur- 
| were deſtrozed. of the deſtroyer. To murmur be- 
cauſe God hath taken away our Eſtates, is:the ready 
way to provoke God to take away our lives,Pſa/.106, 
25, 26. They murmared intheir Tents, —Therefore he 
lifted wp bit hand againſ#. them, to overthrow them in 


—— . : 
> 7 RET EO. $ 4 ""2i 4 +» a 
_ wt I] _ 15 
Bs foe : 
CELTS? a, 
» 
»1s p 


the Ws 7 There is more evil-in'one- repining 
diſcontented thought, thanthere is in all your loſſes 

| though: they be very great; for the one hath only 
the evil of puniſhment, the orher bath in-it the evil 
of {in.. And there is more of evil ih the leaſt fin 
chan in the greareſt punifhment, All Gods dea{- 
ings towards his people are managed with, infinite 
wiſdom and infinite love, in order tothe promoting 
of their-good and his own glory ; and what an hain- 
ous lin, and how offen{live to God is it for a man ro 
murmar when God is doing of him good, and bring- 
ing glory to his Name? ſeeing alſo ghat whatever 
way God takes to bring about our good, 1s contrived 

- with infinite-wiſdom, and is accompanied with inft- 


\ And.as-it is. is a grege evil. ro be diſcontented at 
any of Gods dealings, ſo it is an excellent, heavenly 
frameof ſpirit, and that which is highly pleaſing to 
God, for a man .in all things to ſubmir_. himſelf ro 
God,, and. to lie at his foot and ro be content with 
his. will, and to ſay jn his heart, 16 isthe Lord, let 


great 


excellency. which is 'an ornament to a man in the 
judgment 'of a wiſe, - holy, judicious. man, rhat may 
be deemed more excellent, which is accounted an 
ornament. by: the Angels: of Heaven; +but that is 
moſt excellent which -15 an ornament in the ſight of 

od, and of thisnatureis a meek..and quiet ſpirir, 


ſpirit, 


wile 
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which ts in the fight of God of great price. Whenthe 
Lord hath brought us to lie at his foot, he is ſo 
pleaſed with this ſubmiſſive frame of ſpirit, thar: he 
is wont to beſtow very great bleſſings on ſuch asare 
brought to his foot, and are contenr that he ſhould 
do what he-pleaſech with them, ſa. 41. 2. #ho 
raiſed up the righteous man from the Eaſt, called him to 
his foot, gave the Nations before him, and made him 
 Kaler over Kings ? Contentment under the croſs makes 
great aMictions to ſeem bur ſmall ones, and ſmall af- 
fAlitions none at all; The Apoſtle went through very 
creat ſufferings,as we may ſee; 1(.4.9,10,11,12,13. 
. 2 Cor. 11; 23,24, 25; 26, 27. yet havitis learnt in 
every eſtate to be content, Phil. 4? 11, he maketh 
a light mater of all his afMlitions, 2 Cor. 4.47. Our 
light affliction, &c. Rom. 8. 18. 1 reckon that the [uf- 
ferings of thes preſent time , are not worthy to be com- 
pared with the glory that ſhall be revealed in uw. Bur 
a-diſcontented mind chinketh ſmall afflitions greac 
and intolerable burdens; The loſs of a gourd which 
ſprang up ina day, and withered in a day, was but a 
ſmall loſs, y& Jonah being under a diſcontented 
mind, is fo troubled at this loſs, that he faints under 
it, and wiſheth that he mighe die, and is .angry with 
God, .and juſifiech himſelf in his frowardne(s, and 
faith, / do well tobe angry evento the death, Jonah 4. 
7, 8, 9. Diſcpntent is like a- nail in a yoke which 
trets and galls, and pains the neck far more:thanthe 
yoke it ſelf doth. When God layeth the yoke of af- 
flition upoaus,- diſcontene troubles and perplexeth 
the ſoul tar more than any afflitioncan do. +: » 
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11. Conlider how patiently: and . contentellly 0- 
thers of -Gods ſervants have endured 5 and gone 
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through far greater loſſes and ſorer troubles than you 
have met withal,' ob loſt a very great Eſtate, and 
ſeven Sons and three Daughters , even all chat he 
had inone day, yertall cheſe lofſes did not provoke 
70b/ to repine, or ſpeak one fooliſh word againſt 
God, or doany other iniquity, but he bore all with 
ſuch a'quier ſpirir, that inſtead of fretting and re- 
 pining, he bleflſeth God, Feb 1. 21, 22. 'The Lord 
gave, and the Lord hath taken away, bleſſed be the Name 
of the Lord, in all this Fob ſinned not , mor charged God / 
fooliſhly : When David was driven mow Rs | 
by his ſon Abſolom, who conſpired againſt himz<o_— 
rake away Tot only his Crown and Kingdom, bur his 
lifealſo ; this was a very great afflition, and it was 
the more heavy, becauſe it was his own ſon that came 
forth of his bowels chat ſought ro take away his life, 
2 Sam. 16.11, and this affliction came upon him for 
his fin in killing Vriah, which he knew very well, 
being foretold of it by Nathan the Prophet, 2 Sam. 
I2.9, 10, 11. yet he ſubmits himſelf to.God under 
all that was comeupon him , and is willing that the 
Lord ſhould lay whatever elfe he faw meer, chough*- 
he. ſhould ſay. of-David', T have no delight in- bim, 
2 Sam. 15.26.” If . he thu ſay, I have no delight in - 
thee, Behold here am 1, let him do to me as ſeemeth 
good nnto him, Tt wasa fad meflagewhich God ſent 
ro Eli by Samxel, itis uſhered in with this Preface, 
IT Sam, 3: 11. Behold! I doa thing in Iſrael, at which 
both the ears of every one- that heareth is ſhall tingle ; 
yet.:Eliupon the hearing of che whole meſſage lyech 
down at Gods foot, and ſpeaketh not one repining 
word apainſt the Lord; Yerſ. 18. Sammel told hins 
every whit, and hid nothing from him. And he ſaid it 
is "the. Tad," let hims do » 7 ſeemeth him good. The 
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F©CLY. T aking hold of Gods Covenant, &c; 


3X how. patiently did he bear them, 7a. 53.7. He was 
oppreſſed, and he. Was afflicted, yet he opened net his mouth, 


is brought as a lamb to the laughter , and as 4 ſeep 


before her ſhearers is dumb, ſo he bpeneth not his mont 
| We are exhorted to take notice of the patience of 


Gods' ſervants in their affli&tions, in order to the 
helping ns to bear our afflitions with patience, 7am. 
5.8, 10, 11. Be ye alſo patient — Take my Brethren 
the Prophets, who have ſpoken in the Name of the Lord, 


, For an example of ſuffering afſlition, and of patience. 


Behold we count them happy that endure, ye have 
heard of the patience of fob, and have ſeen the end 
of the Lord, -that the Lord is very pitiful, and of ten- 


der mercy, 


- Thus much may ſuffice by way of conſideration, F 
ſhall now adviſe you ſome things by way of praQice 
for the obtaining and promoting a quiet, cheerful 
contented frame of ſpirit under this affliion, of the 
loſs of your Eſtates, which may be uſeful under other 
afflitions which the Lord. doth at-preſent, or may 
hereafter trie you withal. | 


S n-C To I. 


T, Lay hold on Gods Covenant, wherein he. hath 
promiſed to give his people contented and ſatisfed 
minds under all his dealings wich them, even when he 
afflits them- moſt ſorely, and takerth away their moſt 
endeared- comforts. and enjoyments-from them: TL 
will mention ſome promiſes to this purpoſe, Pſal. 
37. 19. They ſhall not- be aſhamed in the. evil time, and 
in the. dayes of Famine they ſhall be ſatisfied : Famine 
is.one of che ſorett of Gods Judgements, it is worſe 
than War, which is alſo a very beavy judgment. 
David choſe the Peſtilence rather chan War, as being . 
the lefler eyilzbur famine is wotle TR” 
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They that be lain withthe ſword, arebetter than they that 
__ 7, [lainwith hunger. 'Yet in the. eviltime, in Famine, 
\ though the Fanuce laſt many dayes , God-promilech 
that Piiri hteous ſervancs ſhallbe ſarisfied. /a. 58.17. 
T he Lord ſhall gaide thee continwally, and {atisfic thy ſow! 
in drought—or. as tis in the Margin ,-in- droughts. The 
Praphee uſech che plural number to ſignifie that God 
will” ſatisfie bis peoples ſouls ingall droughts , or in 
the greateſt droughe chatever did, or ever ſhall come 
upon atiy place. When God promiſeth ro facisfic our 
- Touls in drought, ic implies, 1. That he will giveus 
fatisfked mindes under che penury and want of all our- 
ward comforts; for drought brings a-conſumprion 
upon all earthly enjoyments, Hag. 1. 10, 11.2. That 
he will ſtay, and ſupport, and ſatisfie our mindes un- 
der our greateſt ſorrows. No afflictions bring greater 
forrows than Famine which is the companion of 
drought , Jer. 14. 2,3, 4y 17,18, Zamm. 2. 11, 12, 
I8, 19. 3. Itimplicch char God will give us ſatisfied 
mindes when wewalk inthe view of death, when we 
ſee our children and relations dying, andour ſelves 
are ready every hour to faint , and give up the Ghoſt 
for want of bread. The .Propher deſcribing the Fa- 
mine that was in Jeruſalem, ſaith; Lam. 2, 11, 12, 
T he children and the ſucklings ſwous in the ſtreets of the 
City, they ſay to their Mothers, where is corn and wine ? 
when they [wooned as the wounded in the ſtreets of 'the Citys 
when their ſoul-was poured out into their Methers boſom. 
Thewildernefs which was a land of drought iscatled 
a land of the ſhadow of death; g..e#. 2.6. Tn rimes 
of droughe God rakes away that which is the tay and 
ſtaff of a mans life ; :1/a. 3. 1. The Lord doth take 4- 
way. frum Jeruſalem and from. Tudgh, the ſtay and the 
ff aff the whale flay of bread, and the 'whole ſtay of Wwa- 
ter... Droughyeopfumes our corn; _ winey/ and oy1; 
. as 
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"Q1? to help ns to be contented 'in our affliftione. 43 © © 
as was hinted before from Hag. 1,11. And of theſe 


the Plalmiſt ſaith , Pſal. 104. 15. Wine maketh glad 
the heart of man, and ol makes his face to ſhine, 
and bread ftrengtheneth mans heart. So. that 
when the Lord - promiſeth to | ſatisfie our ſouls 


'in drought, there is implyed in this promiſe, 


that when the joy of - our hearts , wben our 


_ glory and ftrength is taken away, when all means 
_, of ſupporting life fail, when weare inthe moſt de- 


ſolate places, or deſolate conditions imaginable, he 


, will under all our-troubles give us ſatished mindes. 
The Lord hath-not only promiſed to give us contented 


ſatisfied mindes under all our troubles , but he hath 
promiſed tocontinue us under a contented frame of 
ſpirie, that, whatever changes or alterations we paſs 
through, we ſhall abide ſatisfied and contented in all 
eſtates and conditions. Prov. 19,23. The fear of the 
Lord tendeth to life, and he that hath it ſhall abide ſatis- 
fied, he ſhall uot be viſited with evil. The latter clauſe 
of thispromiſe is not to be underſtood, as though 


_ they that fear God ſhould not meetwith any affliti- 


ons, but when God doth viſit them with affliions, 
they ſhall have ſuch abundant ſatisfation in God, and 
from God, that they ſhall nor feel any evil in their 
afflitions, Another promiſe of 'the like nature made 
to fuch as fear God, we have Pſal. 25. 13. His ſoul 
ſhalldnell at eaſe—dwelling implyeth the continuance 
of the eaſe and quiet that cheir ſouls ſhall enjoy thae 


fear the Lord, though their outward condition may 


be full of rrouble, yer their ſouls ſhall dwell at eaſe, 
Pſal.119. 165; Great peace have they which love thy law, 
and nothing ſhall offend them. Which promiſe Junius 
interprets co this effet. They that love the Law of 
God ſhall enjoy ſuch great peace and tranquility'of 
minde, that nothing that doth befal chem ſhall rake 

63 .. away 
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44 | How to repel diſcontented thoughts. ©. Qs: b 

away their peace. They may, and do fall into troubles | - 
andaffliions as well as other men, bur their troubles 
ſhall not rake away their peace from them. To'be con- 
tent in'all eftates and conditions-is one way whereby 
we partake of the divine nature,anddoreſemble God; 
now it is by and chrough the promiſes that'we become 
partakers ofthe Divine Nature,2 Pet.I .4.W#hereby are 
 Liven unto wextceding great and precious promiſes,that by 
theſe you might be partakers of the divine © nature— 
wherefore in order to the obtdining of a _conmented 
ſpirit under this and all other afflictions, be much in 
meditation upon the promiſes of God, and apply them 
eo your own ſouls, and plead them daily with God; 
until you have obtained all char fulneſs of grace and 
peace which is contained in them. | 


S23C.y..2 , 

2. Whenyou feel any diſcontented thoughts-ari- 
fing in your mindes, any: fretting or repining againſ 
God, labour to ſubdueall ſach riſings of heact' ; and 
all diſcontented, troubled choughts. 

rt. By calling ro minde ſuch Scriptures as theſe, 
James 4. 7. Submit your ſelves unto God-—Lam-: 3,39. 
Wherefore doth a living man complain, a man. for the 
pmniſh ment of his ſins? James 1. 2. My brethren, count 
it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations. Heb. 13.55 
Let yorr conver ſation be without covetonſneſs , and be con- 
tent with (uch things as ye have ; for he hath ſaid, 1 will 

-never leave thee, nor forſake thee. Plal. 46. 10; Be ſtill 
. and know that I at God. John 14. I. Let wot your heart 
be troublid, Zech. 2. 13. Be filent; O all fleſh before 
the Lord—Rom. 9. zo. Nay , kut O man, who 
art thou that replyeſt againſt God ?. ſhall the thing formed 
fay unto him that formed it, why haſt thou formed mae this? 
1 Sam. 3.18; It is. the Lord, let him do what feemeth 
kim 9001. | 4, Call 
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. 2, Call off your eyes and your. thoughts from 
your temporal loſſes, and look within theveil to 
thoſe eternal bleſſings which are prepared and reſer- 
- vedin heaven for you. Overmuch pondering upon our 
loſſes, will Rir up grief and ſorrow,and cauſe dejeti- 
' on. Lam.1. 2.5he meepeth ſore in the night, and her tears 
gre 0n her checks 3; and that which among other things 
cauſed her ſorrow,is mentioned, wer. 7. Feruſalem re- 
 pemred in the dayes of her afftiftion , and of her miſe- 
ries, all her pleaſant things that ſhe had in the dayes of 
old— David alſo found that rhe remembrance of his 
loſſes ſtirred his ſorrows. Pal. 42.2. When I remens- 
ber theſe things, I pour out my ſoul in me. But the diver- 
| ting of our mindes and thoughts from thoſe good 
things which we have loſt, and thoſe evils which we 
ſuffer, and looking to thoſe great things that are re- 
ſerved in heaven for us, is anexcellent means to keep 
_ us from fainting and ſinking under our ſufferings. 
2 Cor. 4. 8, 9, 10, 11, 16, 18. We are troubled onevery 
fde—we are payplexet-—perſocmpe og down—-alwayes 
bearing abont the dying of the Lord Jeſu—are alwayes 
delivered unto death—yet in all theſe ſufferings headds, 
ver. 16, We faint not-—He telleth .us alſo whence ic 
cameto paſs that he did not faint, ver. 18. While-we 
look. not at the things which are ſcen , but at the things 
which are not ſeen ; fur the things which are ſeen are tem- 
poral, but the things which are not ſeen are eternal. . 

3. Chide and rebuke your ſouls for being caſt 
down and diſquieted about worldly things, and call. 
upon them to hope in God, who is your portion, and 
is able to revive you under your greateſt troubles 
and ſorrows, Pſal. 42.11, Phy art thou caſt down, O 
2ny ſoul, and why art thous diſquicted within ms: ? hope 
thou in God, for I (hall yet praiſe him, who is the bealth of 
w2) countenance, and my God. 
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4.. Look 


when they ariſe in our mindes: ww 
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' 04. Lookunto Jefus Chriſt to quier your ſpirits, he | ' 
cantake down all che riſings of the heart , and bring 
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every thought into ſubje&tion unto his Holy Will: | | 


2 Cor. 10. 4, J-. The weapens of our warfare are nit 
carnal, but mighty through Ged to the pulling down of 
Prong holds, caſting down imaginations , and every high 
thing that exalteth it ſelf againſt the knowledge” of God, 
and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience 
of thrif. Our ftrengehto reliſt and overcome {tnfull 
motions , doth nor lie in our ſelves , bur in Fefus 
Chrift, As weare nor ſufficient of our ſelvesro think 
onepood thought, 2 (7. 3. 5. So neither can'we of 
our . ſelves caſt ont one evil thought; bue through 
Chriſt Jeſus we ſhall be able ro do all things, "The 
Apoftle Paw! paſſed through: variety of conditions, 
tie ſiffered the loſs of all things , he was frequently 
in prifons, in deaths oft, &-c.. yer he had learned in 
whatſoever eſtate he was , therewith to be content ; 
as how did he -attain hae. it w_ ny Wien 
Phil. 4: 13. I'can do, all things Chrift-whic 
Prengtheneth me. [0 | 
mrelns <i,+ SEC Te. 3: pL ND 
3. Truſtin the Lord ar all ctimes;and for all things; 
Iive by faith uponthe promiſes, and ſtay yourſelves 
continnafly vpoh God : | this will be an excellent 
means to keep your ſonls in a quiet , peaceable,:con- 
rented, ſatisfied frame, under all the lofles and crofles 
that have befallenyou, or may befal you for the time 
rocome. 1a 26. 3. Thowwilt keep himin perfett peace 
whoſe minde is ſtayed on thee , becauſe he truſtcth in thee. 
Pal: 36. 7, 8. How excellent is thy loving kindneſs; O 
Gad, therefore the children of men pat their truſt under 
the ſhadow of thy wings, they (that 1s, they thar-rruft in 
thee) ſhall be alnndantly ſatisfied with the fatneſs" of thy 


houſe, 


' bowſe, and thou ſhalt make t: drink, of the rivers of th 
wo wes. Though they Ne Tl im God ane Bc 
mary birrer and ſharp afflitions, yet thoſe draughits 
which God giveth them of the rivers of his pleafures 
do fo ſweeren all their afli ions, rhar they remain 8- 
bundanrly fatisfied nnder aft Gods dealings ' with 
them : See alfo cothis purpoſe, er. 17.7, 8. Bleſſed 
# the man that truſfeth in the Lord , and whoſe hope the 
Lord ts, for he ſhall be as a tree planted by the waters , and. 
that ſpreadeth ant her roots by the river , and ſhall not ſee 
when ths cometh ; but her leaf ſhall be green , and ſhall 
not be careful inthe year of draught , neither ſhall 0 
from yielding frait. Here, che Lord, promiſeth thoſe 
chae cruſt in him , ſuch a ftayed' fasfed mind , thac 
they ſhall beno more diſturbed or diſquieted by their 
affli&ions than if ehey met with none at all— 4:4 hat 
' not ſee when heat cometh—though ir ſhould be a time of 
dronghe , andthe dronghr ſhould continue not only 
dayes, or montfts ; but years, yert' God will keep 
their minds from being perplexed and diſquieted wit 
cares;— And ſhalFnot be carefut in the year of drought. 


id SECT. 4. | 

4. Labour daiſy to mortifie all inordinate affefti- 
ons ro worldly things. . Moſt: of "that diſturbance 
which arifeth m onrmindes when we meet with loſſes 
or other afflitions; proceedethi from inordinate af- 
feRion: Tf neither our deſire , nor fear , nor hope, 
nor love, nor delight, nor any other affetion were 
carried out immediately after worldly rhings, croſſes 
and diſappointments would not create any great trou- 
ble rous. The Apoſtle Paz! who was crucified to the 
world, was as well content in his wants as in his 
greateſt abundance, and in his abaſements as when 
moſt hjghly honoured. Gal. 6. 14. compared _ 
 Þhl. 
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' Phil. 4.11, 12. It was Jacobs immoderate loveto his: 
Son Joſeph, that did-ſo much _ him, and-cauſe 
him ro mourn ſo. exceflively for his ſuppoſed death, 

char though all his Sons, and all. his Daughters roſe 

up to comfort him, he refuſed ro becomforted, Ger: 

37- 3» 34» 35- It was Baruchs inordinate delirE after 

great things, that cauſed him to be ſo reftleſs in-his 

afflitions, and to faint under his trials, Jer. 4.5.3, 5. 

. David wene chrough many troubles , yet kept: his 

heart in a quiet frame ; and one great means whereby 

he quieted himſelf, was by getting and keeping his 

affections weaned from worldly things, P/al. 131. 2. 

Swrely I have behaved and quieted my (elf.as a childe that 

js weaned of his Bother , my ſonl is even as a weantd 


child. bes 
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5. Give up your, ſelves to the: doing of works-of 
vighteouſneſs, Do all the ſervice hat you are able 
for God, and for your generation---Abound alwayes 
inthe work of the Lord, and "be ready as far as.you 
have opportunity andability to do all che good you 
can for-all men ; hereby -you: ſhall obtain a quier 
peaceable frame of ſpiric under all your troubles and 
affliions, 1/a. 32. 17: :The work of righteouſneſs ſhall 
be peace., and the effti} 54 righteouſneſs , quietneſs and 
efivin for ever, The Prophet. had rhreatned. great 
troubles, and of many years.continuahce,” ver. 9, 30, - 
I7.: andthentel]s them , how they migherecain qui- 
etneſs under all their troubles', namely by working 
_righreouſneſs, 2.17; and then tells them farther of 
the blefſedneſs of ſach as did ſow. beſides all waters, 
(that is, who rook hold of all opportunities to be 
doing good) they ſhould enjoy peace and. quietneſs 
when Gods judgements came down as thick as Ra 
v roun 
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|| about them , der." i8Z3-Fg, 20. Working of 
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emeer wich in 
this world, Zceleſ.5.20. He ſhall not neuch remember 
Mo dow of birt onſe Ga afoiveh him +1'the 
joy of his heatt,” War Smack ' wine and ftrong 
drink; #rov. 30.6 7."'Give 
 #2:hoady to peniſh';\ and wine 19"#hiſe that'be'of "heavy 
hearts; 'let hins dbinkund forg e# biz pt erty, and 'remera- 
ber bis miſery no wore; The Vet i Jay of © the joyes 
of ithe'Koly Ghoſt; her God dandtninde vs todrink 
of-che'riversof his-pteaſures 5though we' be poor, 
and bieavy:of heart—atid reddy: e5-periſh,,' ehey will 
makeus forge ouriþoverty ;'and; remembet"ou 
row na mores” #7 "Working- righteotſneſs/ 
contentment on this account,' becauſe they bel 
righteouſneſs havethany ſweet 'viſits from God); and 
enjoy much of Gods preſence, andthe ſouls” never 
berret:ar eaſe'/or Enjoyes ens ey r, than 
when ic enjoyes'God; 1/z; 64. 5: This —_ v' that 
rejoyveth, and wopketh ybreawfneſy S thoſethe t remenm- 
ber thee inthy whyes/' John 14. 23; If '#* man Ivor tnts 
 bemillkeep my words, and my Father will love' hing, an 

mm _—_ gore Mito hw, rg make ou? bid; with him,” 
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ab. in God.49' giverhe foulaf's 

ar-ſacisfaQidny how poor; how 

olace ſoever his'condirion\be in 

a.: 209 "6 TRAY 3 be 'demonitrared- feveral. 
WAYES..-: ; cr, 
x. God.is 8 ſuitable. goods "ho acweas al the 
wants, all the deſires , all che workings and breath- 


ings, and motions of the ſoul of man. All chat ny 
- f | I oul 


m _- 
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F fant nts, is ca be found in God , Phil, 4.19. 3 


muſt take up theirveſt in G od, 
Y mr Feſt 413 3 04:5- 


(od ſhall [7 
Pls Joſm Che « All that the ſoul deſires isin 

Aſaz 26. 8, 9. The deſire of aur ſou! is to thy name— 
with ay ſoul have 1 defired thee in the night. Plal.. 73. 
.25. There 1s none upon earth that 1 deſire beſides thee. 
Now. where there is a ſupply of all wants; and an 
accompliſhment of all che defres of the ſoul, chere 
ih FriofeBtion. That which che ſoulcravellech af- 
ter," that which it laboureth for , thac which ic mainly 


upply all your need according to bis riches 2 oh 
God, 


'purſtzech and at og after , is, thac ie may-enjoy 
God, Z[al. 63, 8. Hy ſan! foloweth hard after thee— 


which ſhews ; that ſarisfaRtion is to be had in God + 
for when a man hatli obtained'char which his foul cra- 
vellech after, he is ſatisfied , 1/a. 53, 10. He ſhall ſee 
of the travel of his ſoul and be ſatisfied. God is the cen- 
fer to which all che motions of a ſanified foul ds 
tend, The enquiries of the ſoulare after God; Cant, 
3+.3-, Saw ge hin whims my ſoul loveth ? John 12, 21. 
Sir we wonld ſee Jeſw. The pantingsz- and thirſtings, 
and breathings of che ſoul are after God , Pſal. 42, 
14.2-—CMy ſoul panjeth after thee, O God,msy ſou! ts ar 
thirſt for God, for the living God 5 whe (hall I come and 
appear before Grd? The mournings of the ſouls are af- 
ter the Lord, Zech. 12.10. They ſhall mourn fur hins, 


2. Samy 7. 2:—eAMll the houfe of Iſrael lamented after 


#he Lird. Theſeekings and cryes of che ſoul are af- 
ter God, Pſal. 63.1. O God, thigh art my Gad, early 
will 1 ſeekthee; Pſal, 84. 2. My heart and my fleſh eri- 
th ont for the living God. The maini'thingthe toul bo- 


. pech and waiterh tor, is God ,, Pſal.71. 5. Thos art 


aw hipe—Plal.;9:7.. Now Lord what wait I for d" mo 
hopt'is in thee. -Plalc-4 30, 5 6. 1 paitfer the Lord, my 
for doth wait, in his word do t hipe ; 9 ſoul waiteih for” 
this Lord myre than' thiy that wateh for the mirning; Þ 
Ro k 7 . 
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 inGod, Pſal. 14-2, foul. Tr 
the Lord. "= 25. 9.” bay i5 our Got, whe br hf 
«d for him, and he will ſave'us; this ia the Lordjwthewe 
waited: for him; we will' be glad and Tejoyee In his ſalva- 
tion. The like may be proved of! all-other motions of 
the ſoul, they cenidco'God as their center 3 -Whetice 
it followerh , char «ee ſouls 'relt(i5in God, forall 
things” are ar reſt when they" Nees totheir? 


ey 
£3.9%,3 


b- center: * ; . I. | 
Ig 26Go4 7 isan etcfiiel 00d; if 's man be pfſeſſe: 
""""E "of never fach aneelicat portion," if « there'be fear 
S or ddvger of loling'whac he: "enjoys this'is adiftur> 
ba baneE to his minde , and hindereth 'in ſome meaſure, 
the fulnefrof his contentment: ; but asfor God, there 
1$ho* cabſe ro: fear” ole lofmpof* birrwhenoncewe |. 
have'gotten Godfor our portion ;' for whentie* be. 
ſtows himſelf upon # perſon, he gives. himſelf for a 

_- portion'co'thar-perſori: forever," P/al. 48. 14;; Fhis 
*" God if oor God for ever ind eat, he will be os -gndeeve 
wit death. Plal. 15:96; by fleſh and my heart” fajl- 
eth eth ;buk God 3 is the ftrenyth of my hh ns ms) portion for 
..  #ver;. The ſoulof-m ;nang 6 of an'immorcal eternal 
- natbre, 'no/ leſs good chan'thar- which: i is erernal ea 
giveir atisfation;” ; 
Ki 1. \\God:i isan aik-affcient Good: Such i is Gods my 
Rejency to farifiealithe defires of the ſoul;that 
3 marr hac efjoyedts God for his-pprtion, neednor 
deſifeabyching eitherin-heaven or Earch, toaddeto 
his happineſs beſides Gotf, Pſal.'73+'25. Whom have 
7 in heaven [ut th#b-?: and there is nome upon earth that 1 
oy releſides thee. Such is Gods all-ſufficiency to - 
tishe 
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'tixhe the ſoul, that-if a man may be. deprived of all 
- . worldly comforts and enjoyments;; there is enough in 
ad to fill his ſoul; with joy:, thongh all his oueward 
- comforts be taken from him, he may. ſill .rejoyce. in 
God, Hab. 3.17, 18... Although. the fig-tree' ſhall not 
hoſfors, neither ſhall fruit be Fa vines; the labogr of 
the olive ſhall fail, and the fieldeſhall yield no meat; t 

flock! ſhall been aff. From the fold , and there ſhall be no 
herd inthe ſtalls; ;yet I will rejoyce in the Lord, 1 will 
- Joy in the.God of my ſalvation. Such isthe all-ſufficien- 
cy of God-coſatishethe ſoul, .that the ſoul may re- 
Joyce, and delight; ie. ſelf in God ', not only when 
it wants  the,\gogd. things of this. world.,.- bur al- 
ſq when it- is ſurrounded with. many. evils,- Ros: Fe 
3, 11+, #e glory in tribulations—we joy. in God, through 
' our Lord Jeſus {brift. i by whom we have now- received 
the atonement. -Pſal. 44.8. 1n, God\we boaſt all the day 
lJong—and this was ſpaken under. a.;time of great af- 
fliction, as maybe ſeen from.,the following verſes, 
eſpecially ver..22.. For thy ſake-we are killed all the day 

long, we are counted as. ſheep for the /lapghter. We may 

- boaſt in God all the day long , though ir bein ſuch a_ 
day,. wherein we.goin-danger of our. life altcheday- , 
long,. or wherein we meet with aflitions as hard to 

be born, and as hitter as death ic ſelf. | 

_ 4. The Lord isable to ſatisfie the delire of every 
creature, P/al:145. 16. T how epeneſt thy band,and ſatis: 
firſt the deſire of every living thing. There is thatin God, 
which doth or may ſatishe all che Saints and Seryaprs 
of. God upon the face of the earch, 2 Cor, 12. 9. fy 
grace is ſnfficient for thee. _—This was ſpoken to 
Paul, when he was in grear perplexity., being buffe- 
red with the meſſenger of Satan,which was as. irkſome 
to bis ſoul, as any.thorn can bero the fleſh, and Gods 
grace that was ſufficient for ry is ſufficient for al 
rar 
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thaf wht in Him , 186-ofily 'ethe 

butſich abundant ſrfiction e they need 
any more, Pſal. 37. 8. They hall:be ubandantly” fo th 
fied withthe fatneſs i thy hauſt=-David was ſo overs 
Joyed with whar he nietwith in,-and from God ,/ that 
he could riot ask morethan Got had given hith, 3'S.ew: 
7 20. Anil what ci Divid ſay wire whto thee, © | 

\5. There is thar-it God which .fatisfierh all the 
Saints and Angels in heaven; P/al.17. 15. - for mt 
I will behold thy fact in Fightrouſneſe; { ſhall be ſatisfied 
when T awake with thy likeneſs. The Saints and-Ah 
in heaven are of larpet capacity thih we are, thei 
faculties are more raiſed than ours, they can take in 
far more joy thati weare capable of whilft we dwell 
herebelow; yer” they art as full-of joy as the! hob 
hold; andrhis cheir joy ariſeth only From theft 
of -God, Pſal. 16.-X1. In thy preſence is Puts s 
joy-=—for afrer they-come co heaven , chey have 

6ymient of any worldly ehings, Ettleſ.'g.'6. Lake 
20.35, 36. tieither do they finde-any need-of 'any 
thing thar is under the Sun, to augment their happi- 
nels; Rey. 21. 23. 
' 6. God is dvrdpwie ſelf-ſufficient, and therefore 
he myſt needs be warraprys all-ſufficient for” all his 
creatures. Thereis no creature onthe earch; nor no 
Saint or Angel in heaven pattaketh' of ſuch blefſed- 
nefs, ſich joy and'delighr, as the blefſed God ; and 
whenee ariſerth-thar  blefſednefs and conteritment 
which God enjoyerh? only from-himſelf,” as may be 
proved by ſeveral arguments ;" I will mention three. 
7, Before ever there were any.cfearures in being, 
either Men, or Anpels, : or other creatures, he was 
God, blefſed in himſelf, and livedashappy and blefſed 
a life as he doth now,he harh an innumerable cortipairy 
of _ wait upon him, He was God) the = 
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cedimo-beikg,. Pſa/.'90.'s. He ever-was; and 
infinicely and erernitly bleſſed and 
thereforebeing-infinicely. bleſſed-in himſelf, before 

the world way created, the creatares added' nothing 
roihigblefedbefs:: 25: Itisievidenrt:that Got is felt- 
Jafficiency and that his happineſs and bleflednefs pro- 
ceederk from:binfelf, and that he needechnothing 
thidany of -tviscreatures can do, to adde to his bappi= 

neſs; becauſe the creatures have nothing, and:can do 
nothing but: what they have from him , and+do' by 
thoſe influences they receive from bim. 45 17: 24, 
25: God that made the: world and all things therein, ſeeing 
hexzs-Lord of heaven und earth, dwelleth not in Temples 
anade with hands, 'neither 1s worſhipped with mens hands, 
«s though he needed any thing, ſeting he giveth to all, life 
wad breath, and all things. - 3.-1f all creatures ſhould 
be annihilated and reduced co their firſt nothing, 
God would fill contloaue thefamethat ever he was, 
ahd be as bleſſed us he is ac this" day, Pſ#l. 102. -25, 
26, 27, Now ſeeing thereis enonsh in God'toſatis- 
fieevery living thing, co ſatisfie-all his ſervants on 


_ earth, and all his Saints and Angels in Heaven ;" yea, 


ſeeing he is ſelf-ſufficient, and hath in himſelf thar 
which fufficerh for his own' happineſs: is it not-un- 
reaſonable for any man to donbt , wherher there be 
tharin God which may give bim'full'and complearfa- 
tisfa&tionn all eſtates and conditions whatever ? © 
7. As there-is' fall ſarisfation to be had in God, 
ſo true reſt and contentment is to be had no where 
butin God. Take every creature npon the” face-of 


| ene-Egreh a-part, or take chem alſ-together adorned 


abWWed from Godand Chriſt, they arc all vanity 
andVexation of ſpirir, Eceleſs I. 2: Vanity" of want 
| E 4 __ 


ah their excellencies, and if you conlider them 


ro-ſearch: into.» ptr ron nan pee 
charwightdelighrandvontent he heart of man,Eceh. 
$:3-and-in this prey oro tells ws, 10. that 
 evir wine eyes deſired, T kept not from theme, I'with 
not' my: height froms any joy — Yet afterall his diligence 
ET Fall -his experiments to try whatwas in the-crea- 
TUres," (he gives. thisdccount,, ot Al is vanity and weadr 
an.of ſpirit - yea-which is morethan. what hath Deen 
aid,\He was a Peri-manof holy Scripture, hewas in- 
pired. by the Holy Ghoſt when. he give his .judg- 
nent of the creatires;: that all is vaniry and vexation 
of ſpirir, Now what;wiſe::man would ſeek fot his 
reſt in that which is yanity and vexation'of ſpirie?\ As 
it was:with Noah's Dove when: gone out. of the 
Ark, Gen. $8.9. The Dove fonnd no reſt for the ſele of 
. ber foot, and (he retterned unto him, into the Ark: . So' it 
will be with us, though we ſeek for reſtevery where, 
we ſhall find it no where bur-by returning to God in 
Chriſt. Ie is ſaid of the Jews, Jer. 50-6; They have 
gone from Mountain to-Hill , they: hawe forgotten: their 
refting place. 1t we think to find: reft-iti any place, or 
Wy 'condicion, and.do not ſeek it in:God, we dg bur 
elude our ſefves,wich vain hopes;for ir.is tobe found 
Peel fre ave I pens 29; ns So ths. 7 
reft for your fouls. Seei n cages” 
&ions:to be had in: God, and-wawhore elſes 1: 
God, iris impoGitle chat any mat: Mould have cop" 
ah pg wh doth. mp mo 


3-4 


[Edi reinto; dogs DF 948 97 
In Rite es ary qi)- \ T1 T1 wor SH (333 
——_— take ny 09" reft-and ef Blowin 
3:0 TR mea ett wry pre By BETS | 


Ry" $1 - 3 * k; 1 


; FT 431441 "os 


-c-027 Wemift eotadfunthtce with God. Wemnſt 
acquaint our ſelves with hisptentneſs, his tranſcendent 
| ec, his infiaire mercy and toving kindenels, and 
che reſt of :hjs-glorious- atrribiites. Raiſed and right 
apprehenlionsof' God lays ood foundation for our 
jrrrgs. i up our reſt in 'God,” Job'22. 21, Acquaint thy 
th him-and be at poAces anithereby good ſhall come 

on Fora .Folm 74; 8. Shewiis He Encher and it ſaffi- 
ceth we. * WE can'defire'nomore in order to our ſatis- 
fation; ithan to be filled with allthe fulneſs of God : 
Now:the knowledge of Gods lovitg kindeneſs con- | 
diceth much rowards the- obtaining of this'fulneſs, 
Eph. 3: 19. And toknow the Toveof C riſt, which paſe 
bao knavledge, thas ye might be filled with all the folmſs 
of God 
"2. We muſt cfrrinies ſet our ſelves ina folemn 
and ſerious manner” to meditate-nupon rhe glorious 
attributesof God; the more we think and conrem- 
plate upon God, the more ſweerneſs and: ſatisfa&ion 
we ſhall findeihhim, Ffal: 6375,6. My ſoul ſhallbe 
fatisfied ar' with marrew and fatneſr—when I remengier 
thee upon my bed, . and meditate on thee in tht night 
watches, Plal, 17.1567 oIlbebold thy face—T ſhall be 
fatisfied—Pfal. 104: 34. ay wicditation of him ſhall be 

+ ſweet—Ourconremplaring on God will change'vs in- 
cotheEithageof God, and make tis like God', 2 Cor. 
F- 18: Ye all njth open face, beholding asin a off, the 


glory . 


in hi pr of I5. / fall e alt wht t 
7. Bur bere.irwill Thels f ta menidn Z 
ewo or ary cautions tobe obſerved.when we ſer our 
ſelves to contemplate on; God, as 1. We muſt not 

be curjpusto pry into Gods Efence , bur-maſt con- 
rent. our ſelves co conte - on- his  Artribures. 
When Adoſes delired to ſeethe Glory-of God:; he 

D « 33- 39+ 7 how canſt not ſte wy fog 
which many expound, thou canſt notfee.or know my 
Efſence ; andin way of anfiverco Moſes his requeſt, 
he aims his name, and chereby diſcover! 26 M- 
tributes, Exod. 33, 19, Exod. 34. 5, 6 
that if we deſire s (i off Go, ohe 
beſt courſe 44 we can take to beholihim, i is totake | 
a view of his glorious Actribures , whereby he bath 
| timing tade-known'his name to us; 2." We 
muſt regulateall our « ionsof the Artriburevof 
God by the Scriptures...” This. caution. is neceſſary, 
voor e _ =_ eraeform himſelf into an Angel ot 

t, and preſent falſe Idea's or Repreſentations 0 
Godto our mindes, inſtead of true ones; -pedrncond 
thus with our Parents in innocency,' he. miſ-re 
ſented God tothem, as though be had ehvied their 7 
happineſs, and were nota God of his Word, -Gen..3. f 
I, 4, 5. and he will much: leſs fear to try-uswith the 
like remptation in our falleneftate. Itis neceſſary al- 
ſo,,. becauſe of. the vabicy. and corruption of our 

mindes, which are apt to form ſtrange, i idolatrous No. 

; tions concerning God': divers inſtances mighrbe gi- _ 

| \ ven of this, Some baverhought God to be altogerbec 

$ ſuch anone as themſelves are, P/al. 50. 21, yoo 
ave 
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- have faneied: Od to be like che Birds 0+ Beaſts, 
Api x; Nz 497 Bur. when we conceive:.of\Godacs 
cording t6: thi revelation which he-hath made of 
- veive of him-aright.. 3.-We: muſt conremplate: on 
God «ccotding to that diſcovery which he hathrmade 
of himſelf in Chriſt Jeſiy; of which the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks, 2 (o. 44/6; God who commanded the light. to 
ſhine owt of «darkneſs, hath ſhined in onr hearts to-give the 
. Geht of the knowledge of theglory of God, in the face of 
Jeſus Chriff; for we cannot finde ſweernefs in God 
. our of Chriſt; it will fare withus when we conſider 
' Godourof. Chrift;"as it did with rhe Plalmilt, Pſal, 
277. % 1v0membred God and as troubled. A man that 
harh beet afirinter can cake no comfort in God wich- 
out #efleQing upon Chriſt, for he isin himſelf acon- 
ſuming firs; But when we look upon God, in and 
through Jeſis Chriſt , then we may ſee him to be a 
reconciled Farher, 2 Cor. 5. 19+ and tobe theÞFarher 
of Mercies, 4tid-che God of all comfort, 2 Cor.-1. 3. 
3. If we would take up our reſt in God , we muſt 
labout to' pet and to keep Gods Preſence with our 
Souls. When we enjoy Gods precious and bleſſed 
preſence; we finderhat in God rthar giverh usreſt and 
ſarisfationunder our greateſt troubles, Exod. 33. 14. 
My preſence ſhall go withthee, and I will give thee reſt. 
' Aﬀoſes had been brought up by rhe ſpace of forcy 
years in Pharachz Court, where he had fared: delict- 
oufly every day, and he was now'1n a dry, barren, ſo- 
litary Wilderneſs, which afforded nothing that was 
990d, bur was attended with many evils, as.Serpents 
and Scorpions, &c. Whar manner of placethis Wil- 
derneſs was, we may ſee, Fey. 2. 6. Dent) 8. n5. Here 
he was to contihne and wander up and down by the 
ſpace of forcy years, and rhat in the midſt of a one 
Edd | ; verie 


'z anUto-make! | * 1476nE L0G 
chough he cxoublesbe 1 mer apr in: ON Wilderneſs 
__ being getdts and. many , al long 
ces viz. forty years. his ſoul 
ESE the Divine rai cht 
im, W 


Rhee J q 


Jaco, wy Let 
part 
bh: the, er he Lord. had es, yer / ſore ca- 
rall-eage: = they ſhouldbe. compaſled about with 
fear otevery ſide, ver,.5«: that the Sword ſhould de- 
your round about, and be. fatiate, and de drunk 
with-blood, ver. 10, 14;&c- and thoughtheſe cala- 
mities ſhould fall moſt upon other Nations, Fcob was 
not to go wholly unpuniſhed , but wasto haye a ſhare 
therein; yer 7acob having a promiſe .of Gods pre- 
| ſence, ſhould thereby have reſt and eaſe in all his 
' troubles, | 1 
- 4. We muſt maintain and keep our cotnmunion | 
-with God, The oftner we draw near unto:God, the 
oftner we ſhall finde him- drawing. near to. our. ſouls, 
according to what we. finde ,- Famer 4.;8. Draw nigh | 
#0 Gods and God will draw nigh to you—and the oftner | 
-Goddraws nigh to our ſouls, the more” delifiht and 
img org we ſhall finde. in bim. . The/Palmiſt 

aking of ſuch as approach.unto God, ſaith, they 
Ga [l be ſatisfied with. the goodneſs of Gods Houſe, 
" Pfal, 


3 


Tar. wa ra" 
 Pſal; 6514: Bleſſed ic the man" whine theit chiſeft,, 'and 

 *panſeſt to approach nnto thee ,"thad he may dwell in thy 
*<Bourts, 8 ſhall be ſatisfied with the goodneſs of thy houſe, 

«even of thy Holy Tewple: Thete'is much inconverſin 

With good men, forthe filling —_— | 
| | -rirof onerharis truly gracious , he harly his greaceſt 
_ Uelight'in the company of the Saints and: Servants of 
| 'God, Row, 151 24.—If fff The ſonenbat filled with 
your cowpuny; Plat, 16, 2, 3,—M5 grodpeft: exnendeth 
not unto the; 'but tothe Suints that are in the earth, and 
tothe excellint Tn whine is all wy- delight: -If there be 
4 ach delight and ſatisfaQtion in' converſing with good 
"-men, theremuſt needs be-myugh more in-.converſiog 
with the preat God. One main cauſe of the" diftur- 
-bance of our mindes when'we meet wich crofles; -is 
_ Iimmoderatethirſting/ afterthe'things'of this world : 
. . communion with God will take off this'kinde of 
_ thirſt fromthe ſouls , Fobn'4. 14; Whoſutver (drinketh 
_ of the water that Tſhall giut him; ſhall nevey thirft, but 
the water that I (ſhall give him; ſhall be in bins'a well of - 
' water ſpringing up into everlaſting life. The oftner we 
g0to God,” the more- we ſhall-ask and crave of him 
and the'more"weask of God, the more* and becrer 
things we ſhall receive from himinordertothe ſatis» 
f ing of our ſouls, Pſal. 105;'40, The prople azked— 
and he (atisfied 'thews with' the bread of heaven," Were 
bur our:delites after God'greater , we thould finde 
mote abundant fatisfation\in him ; for, He: ſatisfieth 
the deſire of every living thing, Plal, 145.16: + | 
"5." If wewould rake upourreft and farivfattion in 
God, we muſt ſer our love upon him. As it is berween 
a man and hisWife, if a man” have anentire love £0 
his Wife, he will be fo ſatisfied in her; thathe will 
have no hankerings after any other women" fo muctt 
is' implyed; Prov, 5. 18, 19." Rejoyce with the' wife -4 

| "OF 


Cictiad in them. P/ BY. $6: 

\ of ZlanwThe pre ans 
cor —PlJ.332: i 11 Gephe 3+ 19» He will r5joxce 

over thee nithgoy, be Hl reftinhis loves be: will joy over 

#hee e- So..a/fo-ie will be with-us, when we 
have ſerdbur love upon od, we ſhall thentoke uþ our 

hag Vemaboges davidenees.of Gods 

' 6. We. ureo-get gog ences 9 $ 
loveig: ovr-ſouls., and.geronr intereſt.in Gad.made 
clear. .Clezrand welſ-gxounded apprebenlions of our 
incereſt:ic-God., and. of Gads loveto@urfouls, do 
tend inueh -to the bringing of our: ſauls. torake up 
their _ _ ES _ Dent. 33. —_ 

g*" favour—P + 90,13. .0 [4+ 
1-carly obs mercy, that we way be glad and re- 
joyee dll aur-dajei. John x4, 8. Shew we the Father and 
it rn When we know. the Facher, and know 
him cohe'aur: God: and Father. in Chriſt 5 we have 
enough, we haye that which ſufficech us, 

7." If wewould take upour reſt in God, and abide 
ſaisfied-in bim, when ever any ching: difquiets our 
mindes, atidwe heave any. load and burden upon our 
Spirits, 'we mult repair to Jeſus Chriſt, and caſt our 
ſelves and@ur burdens upon the Lord Feſus, i in ſo do- 

ing we ſhall ta grace and vertue coming out ot the 

ord: 
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\ Lord: Jeſus to ſeelorre antfcin our: fouls'in a 
- quiler,.p ſatisfied frame, in all ourtroubles, 
| 1331: Caf thy harden wpin the Lord, and he 
: ſhaj Mat. 221; 28: Cone ant0 weatt ye thay 
labuxr and are heavy laden, drow” an” of TD 
otibcFany rourdwell: on God, {2 ;He 
ap ang pr 


Eng wk 
in tncny 
Lord [hath Tyr» — hehbath de — 
tion wh This-isi my-reft for ever, par yeryp The 
ke may:/be fajd 'of the people of God , whes they 
have choſen God for their habication , and eaken up 
their dwelling in God, he will be their reftfor ever, 
If any ſay, when may we be faid toitake upout dwel- 
ling in God ? Tanſwer, 1. Whenwe live;uad walk, 
20d dwell in Jove, theu we dwell in Godzx: fobn 4. 16. 
God is love, and: he that dwelleth in love dwelteth'in God, 
and be in bine-'2.' Whent-we believe in Jeſus Chriſt; 
and confeſs Chriſt before men , , then Godwellech'in 
bs; and we in him,” Epb. 3-17. That (Wiftt way dwell 
i our bearts by : rr 4 I:John-4. 1 5. Whoiſorver' ſhall 
eſtthat Feſueis the Sonof Gad , God dwelleth in hine, 
he in God, Underftand this of ſuch a confelſion of 
Chriſt as i$accompanied wieh-a hearry” belief it him 
Row. 10. 9107 And of ſuckasare Fang ts 
feſs Chriitin the face of dangers; for it diexpoſe. 
a man to great Uanpers, and ufferings, to confeſs the 
Lord Jefus:ro:be rhe Chriſt , in the firft breaking 
forth of chg Goſpel, as we may ſee, Ton'gi'22, 3+ 
, We take up our-dwellingiin God, when we maintain 
ed an obedichcial frame of heart, and Ns his 
Com- 
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| Ny chat they Fhall nor .counrcheſelves 
alefſed, brag of their proſpericy jor 
{ enjoyments ybuc in cheirenjoying the 
heir portiag;pand if they fhall _— 
tne 


4m —— God rhen 
hey may bleſs rhemſelvesin;all effates andconditi- 
ons;:for Gois their: Leer an got Dau 3026, 
& mighe quote, aidre - promiſes: to this! {64.3 Shur 
Gad pillcauſthiopeoply' 79 :dke-upt irfac#fat 

oh not-in any creature Tomforts>Gr enj joyments; = 
10himſelf,, as R/al:8648:; 7 xo ſhalk ie dundanclh c- 
tisfied , with what ? with corn and wine, and oyl? 
with riches, and preferments # no,. but with the fo 
Reſa:of thy hawſe > thod' halt wile ithers '#>3nl of © the 
rivers of thy pleaſtres,> Iſa. 5Swvr qo Then ul gelighs 
Tool in abe furihoBut the menlatbes-! 01697 brig 


4 ea N47 
3}L4 3 


iafelves blefetiin the: 


4 oy # af + \ 


5397 [4 
28 3h 44} If Q Sn 6 T4 Ti +3 5 bye {Lies 


Fo 476 Glve your Elxes u unto Prayers: Wheineieh you 
feelany t rdens Upon your mindes; 're- 
to the:Throne: of-Grace and clay! oper your 

arts, and allyour maladies andigrievances before 

the: Lord ;i\and >crave his: alliſigneS4- that will bring 
{peedy; ralief_to ybur ſouls; ;indkeeprbeny tos! 

peaceable, contented frame Y all GN Toda 
x7) Be: careful. Fer-nothing, is X y ery 
«nd {upplication; with thanksgi re 
Wade knonn nptoGods ow w ws 
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| 7 -aackain Jews: chat werEcaprives | in Babylon; 
2s forxters! were ny of Gods ptevious Servarits ; ths 


0 caſt into. a fiery Fiirtiace , chan to 
fall down befotenite In ) Nehimlah; Ezra, 86. yer 
_ 1theyfoktiowſedyed x bl "Had deſerved all the 
"evils that they 'fiiffered ; and's ear dedl more; 
 andchar icwas mheerly from the A of: God, thir 
-they-were not cHfuimied. Daniel ac owledged the 
; Lifterings they mee with tobe 6 great , as thar they 
evutd? nor be. - raters; Das." 9, 12, yet hefſaith; 
i#7. T4; The Lord dr Gol 3s 6. x10 in all bit works. 
[The Prophet Jerewiah lamenting the grearevilstlige 
were '6dme npot£the” Jews, acknowledgeth ,* that 
thonph'their ſorrows: were ſuch as- ſcarce any w_ 
with the like, Lats;1.t2; Behold"and ſee if 1 

” 


wy. ſorrow like wits my ſorrow ; Yer he faith, "To. 
22," Tt 13 of the Lords mercis, that we ave not eonſh 


If wewere ful convinced thativeare leſs ihe 
_ EY IE { riot” epi 
gon God: Re. ous Eſedes, | y 
Friends," or a mercies 4 Fedrn as. Abl if 


are ally Bon Space chic we "Have Powe * 
feoyed, RN everlaſting burnings7 we 


not repine-when God ſendvp! erty; fc rhels; 
drab ware upon us. hes 
| 2 MifF-jtidgitig of the nature nd quality of 
Gods Provident; |and of th ends: and 'defipns' of 


God in sMiQingz cavſeth ſotne th tormur ant yep 
at thoſe Providentes;; for which if they anderfio5d 
them arighr,they would bleſs and praiſe God! 'Gods 
bringing 1/-4e! out. of £2ypt bythe hand of <Afoſts, 
was a'great thercy, his Jeading chenichroughrhe Wit- 
dernels, was robtifngehem into the Land' of Canaan, 
#nd the ſtrairs rhey* 
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Dain. when they. *; mired . 
. againſtthe Lord; : Nuns I4e Þy 3: Exod, TT w 
our diſcontent ſpringfrom this-799t ,.che Way 1608" 
mave it, IS 5: TI: .To o judge nothing befi 1% CDS: 
-butto wait with. Painnce till, we:haye ſeenche.end 8s 
well as: rhe beginging of our: offigtions. | Godsxdiſ- 
penfacions rowards 7ob were very- terrible at. che-firſt 
coming of- his _— burche god of chem yas very 
qonorabi and and full.of rages James 5o Its Fe have 


Arty: tþes, the bof . tender wperey. 
2e:.;X{E mult judge'of our. affictians by Faith, and 
, ROY Looſe; :we ault.judge: ok, chem. according.co 


whichisgivenof.chear.iogþe Word -of 
Godzand 1 notaccogding to- the pinion of. the world, 
-Obr own-carrupt pindes,. Sen! faithit-i 54 mr- 
ſerablething eo: be inafiion, we;the word ſaith, 
Job 5, T7: Behold, lads the nmaan' whow God correfftth, 

nes d is the man that endureth te temptati 

r hey bes bs ried br ſhall receeserorss life wbich 

he Lord bath promiſed to thens-that-leve. him. Senls | 
ooketh upon affliftions as hurcful wag but faith 
mg accordingto the ward, faith, Pſa/.:119..71. 
gold. for me.that { h have brew. ted , that I might 
IY 9 States; 3, We malt-look: ar rhe whole- 
ſome fruir of afflitionsas well nothoir preſene:ſmarr, 
Heb V2. 17,  Noghdſtening far the-;preſent ſeemeth: to be 
Jonones; | bat grievous nevertheleſs: afterward it Jieldeth 
the praceable frait of righteouſneſs wnto them that-are ex- 
erciſed-thereby. . As the. cloud chat: arted the Iſraelites 
__ the Egyprians had a datk _ , and a fv 
| ide, 


PF 


 ſide;Exod. 14. 20. fo have our affliftions: now'if 
wewould nor ſink under ourtryals, we muſt Took ar 
* the brighe ſide as' well as che dark fide of them, 'ar 
theſpirimal'and' ererpal 'advantages that we reapby 
eurttoubles, as well as the ſmart and inconveniences 
that our outward man ſuſtaineth by them. 
':3s Unbelief- and diſtruſt of God is another cauſe 
.of 'murmuring whetiwe are broughe' into ſtrairs, P/7 
106-2425: They believed not his word, but nournred 
in their tents, Tf our diſcontent ariſe from 'unbelief, 
theway to remover, istodo what we can to ſtreng- 
chen'our Faith in the Arcribuces,, Providence ,"and 
Promiſes'of God ;'for if we can bur ſlay our mindes, 
andreſt' our ſouls upon" God; he will keep them in 
perfe@ peace, /a. 26: 3. - 
I mighr inſtance in other grounds and cauſes of diſ- 
conitent, bur becauſe they will fall more properly un- 
der the next head, I ſhall now proceed tothe third 
ard laſt branch of my anſwer to this queſtion, which 
is, The anſwering of thoſe Reaſonings and Obje&i- 
ons thar ariſe in the mindes of thoſe that have ſuffered 
loſs in their Eſtates by the late Fire, which hinder 
them from ſitting down contented under this hand of 
Gods | 


Objettions that hinder the contentment of thoſe that have 
ſaffered loſt in their Eftates, removed. 


SR'C FT. I: | 

Objeet. 1. My loſs is exceedins preat , I have loft 

thouſands of pounds, if I' had loſt butt a (mall matter I 

coxld. have born it ,” bat in regard my loſs is ſo great, "it 

troubleth my minde exceedingly, and 1 know not how ta bear 
it with patience. 

Anſts ,T. Your loſs is not greaterthan obs , who 

| F 3 | - was 
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> at 25495. But what 
talents 2 God js able to give thee. 
Though, God, took a: great Efta Jabs yer 
ſaid, Jags 10912.;. The Lad gaue « Job Kira 
as he had before. —The Lord bleſſed: the latter end of - Fob 
wore than bis brgiuning, Though you ſhould be broughe 
to poverty , yer God oft-times raiſech | poor mamra 
ſuch an high degree, that he makech e equal: co 
Princes, P{al.113. 7, He raiſeth up oo EG 
the duſty and lifteth the needy _ the Eanghl, thay b 
my t them with Princes, even with the Pringes of his 

£9 

-3. Ic may be God ſaw that you bad too much, -and 
therefore our of his infinite Wiſdom, and Love, he 
hath broughryou low, There is danger in having too 
much, as well as too little. "Agar prayeth againſt tao 
great riches, as well as againſt poverty, Prov. 30. 7,8. 
Give. me nat: xiches lefÞ 1 be full, and deny thee, aiid ſay, 
who is theLord.God brought Gideons Army of two and 
thirty chouſand to three hundred, and gave this rea- 
ſor, they weretoo many for himo givethe Midia- 
Nites into their hands, leſt f-«c/ſhould vaune him- 
ſelf, ſaying, Mine hand hath ſaved 6s Ju [ger 7.\ 2435 
417--P ibly for ſome ſuch reaſon God- hath lef- 
ſened your Eſtates, leſt you ſhould yaune your ſelves, 
orthinkthat you were maintained Ey your Eftates, 
Ent by the Providence of God. Ic mgy be _ 

aw 


Y 
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Jawthat yaur Eſtates were ſogregt, that theywould 
- Havehindredyoy Rr vs 

48, 235 240/and:therefore he lefenedchemthiryou 
waight- have a: faker and :more:eafie-pailage:imd the 
Kingdomof! Hegven. Would you beangrywict har 
Phyticianthae-dhould driwiaway a great quanticy of 
blood when as irdid/endanger your lives?yon bave far 
leſs cauſe of being angry with God for taking-away a 
greatparr-of-:your: Eſtates: when they did etidanger 
the alvationiof your fouls; + to hg rig 
-"\- Thenghtyoud loſfes have been very-great-, yet 
"take lieed ef-mitrintiring and: repining againſt 'God, 
left be takeaway greater chings from you, \By mur- 
milring you'will. provoke:God: to take away: your 
lives, :n-(ors:1Q:: £0) Neither menrmure you, as ſome of 
then. murmured.', and were deſtroyed of the deſtroyer. 
Now to loſe life; is a far-greater loſs, thanto loſe an 
Eſtate, By murmuring you are-in danger-ce loſe the 
favourof God , Numb. 11, 1. #hen the peiple com- 
plained, it diſplesſed the Lord, and the Lord heard it, 'and 


rey) Afat. 


his anger 4s. kindled.' To'\lofe Gods favour. is more 
then co loſe our; lives, : for::Pfgl. 63:.3-:: Thy: loving 
kindeneſsis better than life. . | 3 
SBC 'T,cÞ- ind eb3at 
; Obj. 25: Fhave bf all that ever I had, and am quite 
undone ; thowgh my loſſes had been great , if 1 bad any 
tbing left 1 ſhonld: have been contented ;- but will you blame 
ze fur being diſcontented when. have loft alb;that” 7 was 
worth in the world, and am quite undone. © Iv 
- Anſs. 1. God ſaw,it was needful-and:expedient- 
for the accompliſhing of his deſigns:in order tothe 
py of your, goed, t0-:take-away all chat you 
ad; for God ſends no-more-of any- affliction than 


we need,:1 Pet; 1. 6,—for a ſeaſon (if nerd-be): ye- are} - 
| | F 4 | in 
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ry is e won wor hare deal win 
with you: "+5 bf EIN YES 4 BILE 
SA iy undoing you; God aims Shaving of you;: 
He hath undone you in. your ourward* Eftares , that 
he may ſave;your Souls,” 2 Cor. x. 6: Whether we be af - 
flited, it is for your conſolation and ſalvation , which # 
effefinal (or as i icisin > ro Mar rgin , if be) inthe 

Apoltlecellerh Wes ques Corin! 
. the ſame ſufferings which he ſuffered, was n effe&ty- 
al means of: working-one: their ſalvation. Now a 
grear part;of the Apoſtles ſufferings lay-inthe ſuffer= 
ing the loſs of all chings ,” Phil. 3. >. : Iris Gods de- 
_ 0 prevent us bg ſdad toallerernity,when 
bus in this world , 1 Cor. 11.132. hen we 
are co iadends ne are chaſtned'of the Lord , that we ſhould 
not be condemned with the world. Hath: that man"any 
cauſe to, complain whom God undoeth here, to pre- 

yent his being undoneto.all erernity 2 
3. If ever. you' forſook\ aty of your: enjoyments 
for Chriſt, or gave anything co the poor Members of 
Chriſtz:or.any. other: poor :people for Chriſts ſake, - 
then yor have nor. loſt all;;-' for whatever: you have: 
giventathe poor, or forſaken upon.'the account. of: 
Chrift or the Golpel ,callcharis yoursſtill.; iris mo- 
ney laid-upin.afate hand,-which ſhall bereturned to 
you withathandred foldencreaſe, Prov. 19, 17. He: 
that hath pity:wpon the poor-3 -Tendeth unto: the Lord, - and: 
hat which beha Eives c——_ he 29. m4 aips Thaz 
| whic 


.whiclt is giventtd ee © clam it is birlent; an 
Avientto\wap that: will | pay wht is tent, "wich wr 
'reſt-\ Yourharcauld nor feerhepoor hack when yo 
Had wherewirlisl cs os > v 'God' will not ſuf. 
Fer yourolackanyhingchar is $ good for you; Prov, 
-28:127: Heubid grove: hall not lack. "And 
what is ſ#id of that 'which Fo yet the poor, this 
ſane may be* iid of that which hath been' forſaken 
upoti'theaccount of ' Chriſtand che Goſpel, itis not 
Joſt; burpur our'ro intereft',-and ſhall be rendered 
rous again withan hundred fold'encreaſe; if not'in 
che ſame kinde,' in ſome other thing as good; -or ber= 
rer; Matth; 19529; Every onthat hath for chen bouſes, 
or Brethren, or Sifters, or Father ; or Mother, 'or Wifey. 
or Children, or: Lands for my Names ſake; ſhall receive an 
hundred fold, and ſhall inherit everlaſting life. "And 
tharthis bundred fold is nor meant of che recompence 
tharwe ſhall haven heaven, -bur- of chat reward thae 
we ſhall have in this preſenc life ; - belides eternal life 
inrtheorher world, is evident from Mark 10; 29,30. 
Luke 18. 29,30: 

-4:'Thauglt you have loſt all that you had, yet you 
have not1o any of the Promifes or the Providence 
- of God. Youare- as:rich in promiſes as ever. - You 
have God in many Bonds, which are of more value 
than the wholeworld. Thought the Fire had conſu- 
med all your Goods, yet it hath conſumed none of 
your Bonds, IT 'mean/ none of the Promiſes wherein 
God hath bound himſelf by promiſe ,-char, you ſhall 
wantno good thing, but that he will Rand by you all 
your dayes, and ſupply'all your needs. 1 will pue: 
you in minde of two or three of thoſe many profi- 
ſes that the Lord: hath made co this purpoſe, which 
are more worth-chan all the Gold and Silver of the 
jyorld, Phil. 4-19. MyGod ſhall ſupply all your need, 
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F. , NO ich Cheri Sas fpeakingin 

the 10 oin we Soom rage ye 

romiſes 0 |; ſo neither have ;you loſt-bis pro- 
de Ce; Jamil 

tesare gone, asihe did when: you. enjoyed thend, 


| wry Ir is nor ſaid, who"did car&for-you ,' bur-he 
careth for you ; «+ imp 
will content bis care-for his people. 


you-to be as contented:as if you. had: all the world: 


Cbrift, Phil. 3.8. yet che was as full of contenemene 
in his greateſt wants, as in his greateſtabundance, 


as well.conrene as.if he had enjoyed the whole world; 
y- 6-30. Arbaving nothing. and 308 peSſong al 

*: IfS. 

6+: Have you nor forfeited all that everyou fideas 
joys. eitherby your unthankfulneſs,. as by notſery= 
iag:Godcheerfully for the-abundance of all:things, 


you have.nd occalion-to' complain. of- ———eubiag 
away allchat you had-from you; - -: 
-'9. Though you haye loſt all your Eſtates, fay y hoe, 
weareundone; -forif ye be ſiich' as: have Faich in 
Chritt, and live godly lives, God-is yours, and Chriſt 
isyours, and. Heaven is yours,and this worlg is mw 
= an 


ke 83 much care of:you now your 


nh 4 Caſting\ell your care wpon hrimey for he careth 
KiDg, that God doth, and Ever | 


The :Apoſtle, Paw! ſuffered the loſs of allthings for 


Phil. 44 17, 12, th, When he- had nothing, the was - 


De. 28.47: 48 i0tby (ome veher means?:. if fo, 


5. Though you have loſt all ,- yer: ir- is poſſible Gow 


\ 


5 
1 


T j 4 - 6 = FOOT v "4 
"RP 1 . <= hee METRES = LE 
_ LET . * 
s ke 7 


| SBET 32: nd nee mm 

.  Qbj..3:.7 do not know how 1 fhall do to live, now I have 
heft my Efliate ; if I cowld but tell how #0Jive 1 contd be 
content; though my loſſes hgd been 217 y great,; but becauſe 
I cannet tell bow 1 ſpall live now my. Tioeliboud is. taken 
yr ze, this perplexeth and troubleth-my minde very 
_ 4uſw. 1, You have as much lefe you gs you brought 
into this world , for 1 7im. 6. 7. We brought nothing 
into this werld—we brought not ſo much asa rag to 
coverour nakedneſs withal, 'Job 1. 21. Naked came T1 
ext of my Mothers mombi—And though you-came inro 
the world in this paor cendition,. yet yau-haye lived 
comfortably and plentifully, many dayes,-yea many 
years together; and cannotGod provide camfortably 
and plentifully many years more, though all chat ever 


{ you had betaken from you, If you fay', when I was 


born into che world I had 8 Father, and a Mother, 
and other Friends, that rook care of me, to provide 


food; and raiment; and all things forme; :but now T 


have no Friends that will: rake care for ime; I an- 
| ſwer, Ir was not your Parents, or your Friends, that 
fed you, and clothed yon , bur God ,, by them. Jacob 
lived many years inchis Fathers houſe, and afterwards 
with bis Uncle Laban, about 20. years; .yet be doth . 
not ſay his Father fed him for ſo many years; and 
then his Uncle Laban nouriſhed him ; bur he faith, ic 
was God, that fed him all the dayes of his _ | 

. Gem 


id you livebefore, , byyour Eſta, or 

roviden of God? -noe. by your, Eſtates, 
urb ovidence of.God'; if you think other- 
> ha fuch Scripturesas theſe , 4 7. 28. 
In him we live, and move, and have car being, Deut. $.3. 
__ read vole Jorg 4 ee f ward _ 


ſoul 
= ind beaſts Now 
-. Eftares'thatchave othied you tw 29m y: _ 
ſhould you diftruſt him for the time to come ? Is the 


Lords hand ſhofrned? Ts he nor as ae to. Provide 


for you as ever hewas ? 

+ 3. Remember the eviirifel of our Lord: and Savi- 
our Jeſus Chriſt Math, 6.25. Take no't 27 an 
” life, what ye ſhall eat, and what ye ſhall dr 
_ get for your body what ye ſhall put on: is not the life mere 
than- meat,' and the body hs rament ? If the life be 
more than\meat , then doubr nor but that God who 
hach given'yol your lives, will give you mearto 
Maintain your lives, and he who'gave you your bo- 
dies will &ve you rairgent co' cloath your bodies 
wichal. F eo 

4» If-alltharyou have be conſumed, and you have 
nothing ro-live upon, live by Faich upon the promiſe 
and providetice of God, Hab.'2. 4. T he juft ſhall live 

by his Faith." We are norco live by Faith for ſpiritual 
ork ings only; bur alſo for remporal. And-we ought 
torrutt God as firmly by virtue of- his promiſes, when 
we have nothing left,as well as when we enjoy great- 
w gongd 
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11 v6 lt. 6 ak Bo tp Ties 00G 
.:\Ohj.. 4+ {do make « ſhift tolive for the. preſeut, but 
j. . ow 1 beve loſt my Eſtate 51. am afraid. {ſhall come to 
- want befere-{ dye, and the fear of want \yeth. hravy up 
[wwe 3 were 18 net that 1 feared 1: ſhould want., my loſſes 

Anſm, t.; If you fear want-now your.-Bſtares are 

gone, .ang did nor fear any ſuch thing while youen-- 
-joyed your,EſRtares, this is a, {ign that. you madeyour 
riches your confidence, and not God.,;and.chatisa 
Fearful Gn: Job 31. 24, 28. 1f 1 have, made-gald my 
hope, or bav#: ſaid unto the fine gold, T hon art twy conſs- 
dence—T his were an iniquity tobe puniſhed. by the judge, 
for 1 ſhoxld have denied the God thatis above, -. 

'2. Have. you not food and-raiment ſufficient for 
the day? if ſo, do the work: of the. preſent day 
cheerfully, and bear the crofſes of the day patiencly, 
and caſt the care of to morrow upon. God : By ro 
morrow you may be in heaven; where you ſhall need 
none of theſe things, at. 6. 34. Take no thought 
for the morrom, for. the morrow (hall take thought for. the 
things. of .it ſelf > ſufficient unto. the day. 4s the evil 
TRer7ed] | | PS CRT 
Teoatter your relationto God. r. God is your 

Shepherd, .and thereupon you -may beaffured rhae 
you ſhall not-want, Pſal. 23. 1. The Lord is my Shep- 
herd, 1 ſhall not want. David doth not:fay I am 

| King of. //ral, I ſhall. not. want, or I have a great 
Eſtace, or Ihaverich Friends, 1 fhall notwane; bar 
he grounds his confidence that. he ſhould nor wantup- 
on this, that God was his Shepherd. Now every 
podly man in bis loweſt eſtace hach God for his Shep- 
erd, and thereupon may be confident that he ſhall 
never want... 2, God is your. Father ,.and Fathers 
will 
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afro yeh end a Lb Falthoe wan; F/al: mtg 9, 10.0 
fear the Lora, ve ? hls Saints; fir there i; m'want to them 


that fear him. The » ro. ont lack. and ſuffer ban- 


| bregd Tallis given y 


Mev that ſeek the Lord ſpall not want any" goed 
Bat. 37. 3: Truſt in the Lord , and doy Perk 
7 hou co alt be fed. Tf your er tb? in pro- 
| ail, Neck God will cake one that your 
Tſa. 33:16. | He ſhall dwell 
<F vie of deftint «ſhall be Ly froogered 
Hacker Wa [JÞall whe het bits, and his waters ſhkll 
ſure. Mite pr s purpoſe | you may fee, 


Atate 6.55 ” Ph. z 19," Heb. 13:5. 


'$. Cn ider Gods providence cowards is cret- 


tutes, thats a grear means by ier rhe heart again(t 
| 


the fear of want, as t. Coniider Go !s provi od 


eat rr due fe: 

Co as ſave k them ; as oy, inch fore-qur 
Scripture : The birds bayeto barns; nothing laid 

up* before” he > rhiey haye no body to'look' ciſtes 

r apob=ng, Rd W NIN wot racks 

feeds chem ne prot Ad | 


| bein? ie lover emat /mnch Dy 
' tidnarly other Gs 7 Gate 12.7: ” ire of "mare 
value than many ſparrows. Wat. 12.12. How much bet- 
ter is amanthan a (prep? The caxe that God takerth for 
manis far greaterthah the ca are that he , bh for his 
dther crearutes , 'r Cor: 9h TN A 
fl W Ozen'? ur / faith hett' alt er 
oh [uke? 3d "ok one this is is wt z0d pre 
deth bounelfti}ly for thoſe ct INT Corp ie 
riour co mat; and for whom he doth nor cate fomuc 
as he doth for man, why poo e fear he will nor 
provide forts #2. Collliier Gods providetice _ 
wards 
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T dondll your foriner unrighreouſneſs, althonghi'yonr 
ſinimchar kindeharh been exceeding grear, //a.'55.7, 
Letthe wicked forfake his way, and the anrightcons man 
his thoughts, and-l:t him return unto the Lord ; and he- 
will. bave mercy upon him, and to on?:God , for he will a* 
bundantly pardon , Ia. 1. 165. 18 Waſh" ye; wake yout 
clean, put away theevil of your doings from before niine 
eee, . cenſero dorvil—Come now and-let #4 reaſon together, 
[aith-the: Lord; thomgh your ſins be as fearl»t, they ſhall be 
as white as ſnow, though they be ped like crimſon, they ſhall 
bear wonl, - | NY oF RGINEY 
":2. Fleetothe Lord Jefus:Chriſt; and lay hold'on 
him by'a true and-lively Faith; Jeſus Chrift harh ſas. 
tisfied:his Father forall our nnjuit dealinss, and" afl- 
our-6tfier ſins; 1 Pet. 3. 18. (briff hath orice [ſaffertd* 
for fins, the juſt for the unjuſt, that he might bring 
«9 ants Gd.. Aniſuchisrbe efficacy of his deatly and 
ſufferings,: that whatever:guilvrrobleth the Conſci- 
ence,- the. Blood of Chritt isable torremove it; "1 Fþhn' 
17; T he blood of -Je ſom Chriſt his Sow cleanſeth #s front 
- all Fins And every one thartbelteverty in Chrift; 
ſhall partake of \rhe vertueandeefficaty of his Blood, 
for they: ſhall bejuſtified fromalt: things whatſoever 


 th&xhavedone, eicher againſt God or 'men', 4* r7- 


39: By him all that believe are juſtified from all things, * 
from which ye con'd nit be jnſtifi:4 by the Law of eAMpſes. 

Eb& Corinthians were guilry' of anrighreouſneſs/in 
their'dealings;. I:Cor. 6. 8. Tou'do'wronp , anddefrand, 
and; that your brethren,  Andver; 1T,. Such were ſome of 
you, that is, anrightron, thieves, covetors, extortiontys,' 
&&. as is expretied, ver. 9, 10, Yet he adds, ver. IT, 
But ye are waſhed, but ye are ſanitifi:d, but ye are juſtified 
inthrname of the Lord Jeſus , ant: by the Spirit of our 
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neſs in ealings;\&c. 133 | 
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God. - Whence you may ſee, that the Blood of Chriſt EA 


cleanſeth from all kindesof uncipheeouſnels, as frand, 
theft;extortion, &'e. I 4 Li 
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4; Labour togerints Covenanr- with 'God. Te'is 


' onebranch of Gods Covenant co pardonhis peoples 


' unrighreouſneſs, Heb; 8, 10, 12: This'is the covenant” 
that. L will make with the houſe of  Iſrael-—1 will be merci- 


fu] to their unrighteouſnrſs, and their ſms, and their ini- 


guities will T remember: no more. . © 


.5.. Make reſticution:ro thoſe whom you: haye 


wronged, whatever you have taken from any man, by 
fraud; or extortion, . or any other-ynjuſt way, reſtore 
itto him again, Ezck,'33.15,16: If the wicked-re- 
fore the pledge, give again that he had robbed > walkyin 


. . 


the flatntes of life without committing iniquity, he ſhall 


ſurely live, he ſhall-not dye , none of hs: fins that he hath 


committed ſhall be mentioned unto him , he hath done' that 
" whichts lawful and right, he ſhall-live thereby. --Wich- 
ont reſtiturion where God gives ability, and oppor- 


. riinity, there can be no- true peace: of Conſcience, 


Job20. 18, 19, 20: According to his ſubſtance ſhalkthe 


leptly taken away an houſe which he builded not, ſurely he 
ſn ut not feel quictneſs inhi belly, he ſhall not ſave of «that 
which he deſired. Other Scriptures concerning reſtitu- 
- "tion 'you' may ſee in Zevit. 6, 2; 3,4 5, 6, 7:-Lixke 
29:8: If any ſay; wearenot ableto-make reſtituti- 
on, the a De a have done are ſo great , and 'we 
have ſo itcle lefe us by the Fire. + Lanſwer, r: The 
. Scripture even now. mentioned may give ſome dire- 
&ion in this caſe, According to his ſubſtance ſhall the-re- 
ſfitmtion he. Tf. you arenot ableroreſtorethe whole, 
reſtore as far as youare able. 2, If you benotable 
forthe preſent , reſolve as ſoon as God makes you 
able, that yon will reſtore whatever you have gotren 
unjuſtly, and perform your reſolution, and God will 
- accept of your willing minde, although you wane 


reſtitution be, and he ſhall not rejoyce therein, becanſs he 
hath oppreſſed and far faxgn the- poor, becauſe he hath vio- 
; : 


ability 


* SS s CLINE Beta oe OR 7 So Was VEE! TT ke 5 tie Ht mY SE F " a "ZIG WY, Pe PR FEI LE ON" RTE (ok I” — E- C4 
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* QF, and et have ſuffered deeply, whea many,'&c: ig : 
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ability” ro ' perform what your'/minde ftands to, 
2'Cor/ 8. 12, TEES 33,00 0053) 03 PH 
$1 i $ nc 7. x6 22455 + Nt 
- Obj.16.1 ans one that ſerve God,and make conſcience of 
keeping his (ommandments, and both-I'my ſelf, aud many 
others that walk cloſe with God,” hius loſt all our Eſtates, 
and are undone by thus Fire 3' when as many that have no 
fear of 'God before their eyes, but live' prophans' and difſc= 
lute lives, have (uffered nothin g 4 alt by this Fire, pd 
this troubleth me very much, when I confider how God hath 
dealt with many of his ſervants, and let others that ſerve 
hin nit, go free :' I ams. ready to fret at the proſperity of 
the wicked, and torepine at my own -ffliflions. \ 
.Arſw. 1. Such a rempration-aschis did ſorelyaſ(-. 
fault David, when he looked upon his own. afflictions,. 
how he was plagued'all the day long ,''and chaſtened: 
every morning, and looked alſo upon the” proſperity 
of the wicked, and ſaw that they were not in trouble, 
or-plagued like: other men, he-was' envious -at the! 
fooliſh, and ready'to ftumble at this providence, and 
was almoſt broughr' toſay , thatcall the pains he 'had 
taken in Religion was to no purpoſe; P/al.'73: 2,343 
5, 12, 15,'14. -Andif ſach'an eminent ſeryantof God 
as David was aſſaulted with this-rempration, we need 
not wonder-if ſoine of ' Gods: ſervancs: in theſe dayes 
meet-with'che like; no ne nn he 
2:2 When we ate puzzled,” and ready to ſtumble at 
the myfteriouſneſs and unaccountableneſs of any of 
Gods providences, either towards the wicked or the 
godly, it is;good for us to have recourſe to the word 
of God; which isthe beft commentary 'in the world 
re explain the nature of Gods\Providence: 'When 
David was under the forementioned rempration , he 
got relief by going into the ſanAtuary, Pſal.73.16,17. 
The word tully ſers forth the miſerable eſtate of wo 
: I 2 - wicke' 
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| iepywhich may take oFche-Seryants of God from re- 
Pining et ws awhaffi EIRng: at ibe.grof- 
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Epdaany Calan Godin his governing. the world, 
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alonero daiwhat_ ſeemerh him- good. Chriſt 
ed Peler. when he baving = ES ſhould be 
fal-bim,,\was. curious. to - knorr's jar: nagar 
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dk 
from th Fi roar hm ge ofptrethin. hw.way;: 
becauſe of the man who bringeth wo 5 wices;tq porn 17 
-2þ' Fly abat:are the, ſervants ;of 1 God: bave no 
cayſe to repine:atcheir ownaffliftians, or the profpe- 
_ rity; of wicked-men. as. may- 'appeer- on; "a6; 
<DUBFS,A9 De Whentheſervants e God: | 
ed here; ir is thay they-may not: be:conden 
afrer,”; I Cure I-14 3s: "When art judged ne. arechaſten- 
ed of the Lards that we. ſhowld:not be. conderaned with the 
Spe 4 :Bue when wicked men enjoy a conſtang courſe. 
"peo 
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teat them ro reperitance, it is a token that God, jn- 
tends: 'to, deſtroy'"tliem for ever ; P/al. 92.7. When 
the wicked: ſpring as the graſs , aft when all the' workers 
of. miquity do flouriſh, it 4s that they ſhall be deſtroyed 
for ever... 2. The Servants of God get more pood 
by their aflitions than wicked mendoby their pro- 
ſperity, for Prov. 1.432. The proſperity of Fools ſhall 
deftroy them ; bur the Servants of God tan ſay with 
David, Pſal. 119.71. Tt # good for me that I have 
been afflifted, 3. The bleflings of this life are all che 
portion that Gold intends to give'unto wicked men, 
Pſal. wy, 13, 14. Deliver my ſoul front the wicked, from 
' the: men of this world, that have their portion in this 
life's bur as for podly then, God hath laid vp won- 
derful great things for them in heaven, P/al. 31. 19. 
O how great ts = goodneſs which thou baſt laid up for 
ther #6 fear thee. He hath laid up for them ſuch 
things as we never ſaw with our eyes, nor ever heard 
with our ears, t Coy. 2.9. Eye hath not ſten, nor ear 
heard, neither have entered into the heart of 'man the 
things which God bath prepared for thems that love hins. 
He .hathi made godly men heirs of himſelf and of all * 
that he hath, Ron. 8,1 9.1F Children,then Heirs, Heirs 
of God, and joyint Heirs with Chriſt, Now Chriſt is 
Heir of all things: Heb. x. 2. and if Chriſtians be 
joynt- heifs wikh Chriſt then are they alſo heirs 
of - alt things : As, the Father of che Prodigal 
Child' quiered hiselfeſt Son, when he repined. and 
was diſcontented with' the bountiful Proviſion that 
was mide for his Brother, the fatred Calf, and the 
beſt Robe, a- Ring, &c. when himſelf had nor a 
Kid to make merry with his friends, Son thow arb 
ever with me, and all that I have is thine, Luke 15.37. 
The like may be fard to ſach of che ſervants of God 
as are tinder a tempration to repine-and be diſcon- 
| I 3 rented, 
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with,who lived very comfortably whilft this City ſtood in its 
glory. 1t troubleth me to think of the decay of Trade, and 
poverty,land miſery,that # like to follow this dreadful fire. 
1f it had not been ſuch a general, ſore,@& dreadful judgment 
Tfhould net have been ſd much troubled at it as now'l am. 
. .Anſw. 1. Itistheduty of all che Inhabitants of 
this Land to lay to heart, and to be much affeRted 
with chis ſolemn hand of God, When the 4malekites 
had burnt Ziglag. with fire it is ſaid, 1 Sam. 30: 1, 4. 
David and the people that mere with him lift up their 
voce and wept , mntil they had no more power to weep. 
Ziglag was not comparable to London, and if David 
and his men wept till they could weep no more -for 
, the burning of ſuch a ſmall place as Ziglag, How 
ought we to be affeed at the burning of this famous 
City? When butewo perſons Nadad and Abihu had 
ſuffered by fire'thar, came our from the Lord and de- 
voured chem, God calls to all 1/7ae/ to lament the 

| | | © burniog, 
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-burning; Lev: 10. 1,2,6. Let your 1 Brethren the whole 
houſe of Iſrael, bewail the burning- which the Lord hath 


| kipdled, How much more are we concerned: to be- 


watl this burning wherein ſo.many thouſand families 
have been ſufferers ? When Nehemiah heard of the 
_ affliction of the Jews, and charthe wall of Jernſalen 
was broken down, and the Gates thereof burnt with 
fire, he ſat down and wept,and mourned certain days, 
and faſted, and prayed, Neh. 1.'2,3,4. yet then Ne- 
hemiah was in a very good condition in reſpe& of his 
own concernments , he was in great favour at the 
Court, he had a great place, hewas the Kings Cup- 
bearer, and whenthe King demandgd of him, why 
his countenance was ſo ſad, ſeeing he was: not 
fick, he replyed , Neh. 2.3. Why ſhould not my 
countenance be ſad, when the City the place of my Fas» 
hers Sepulchres lieth waſte, *and th? Gates thereof are 
conſumed with fire? We have many inſtances of 
Servants of God, lamenting Gods judgments on 0-. 
thers though they themſelves have eſcaped, 1/a. 22. 
4».5+ Lock away from me, Imnill weep Litterly, labour not 
to comfort me, becauſe of the ſpoiling of the Daughter 
of my People, for it is a day of trouble. and of treadin 
down, and of perplexity, by the Lord God of Hoſts in the 
*Falley of, Vifion. It was. not his own loſs or damage 
that the Prophet thus lamented, bur the ſpoiling. o 
the Daughter of his people ; ſo. Feremiah bemoans the 
ſufferings of rhe Jews as if they been had his own, 
Jer. 8. 21. For the hurt of the Danghter of my People 
ans I hurt, 1am black, aſtoniſhment hath taken hold on 
»ze. He did not only weep for the miſferties of the 
\Jews his Country-men, buteven.for the Moabites, 
when God was ſending great judgments upon them, 
Ter. 48. 31, 32. Therefore will I howl for Moab, and 1 
will cry out for all Moab, mine heart ſhall mourn for the. 
| : I'4 | men 
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- Eeeindf Kinberes, O Kineaf' Sibhmab, Þ will wiey: for thee 

.- 2... Though-wge' may and ought to:mourn,, yet:we - 
enuſt..not;.repineat the.defolations that arecomeup- 
on: this famous City., .or-at. the ſufferings that 'any 
Perſons or Families, onthe Nation in general harh 
ſuſtained, or may: ſuſtain by this. Gs but we maſt 
all acquieſs inthewilh of God, and to promote our 
ſubmiſſion to God under. this dreadful judgment. I 
will ſuggeſt ſome few conliderarions, and ſo conclude 
my Anſwer to thefirft Queſtion, - 1.0 
; 2, Ic is God that: hath done this:great work}, the; * 
b herring whereof. maketh our ears to tingle, and 
3 therefore though ic cauſe never ſo. much ſorrow. to 

our ſelvesor others, we muſt rot ſay. one word by 

way-of murmuring.andcomplaint againſt God:, Iu: 

38. 15: Hhatſhall 1 ſay? he bath both ſpoken unto'me, 

and-himfelf hath done it, T ſhall go ſoftly all my. 3ears 

in the bitterneſs of. my. ſoul.. Plal. 46. 8, 10. Come, 

behold-the works of the Lurd,, what defolations he- hath 

m:ide.in the Earth, —Bt ſtill and know that I am Gads 

The reafon chat madeE/i ſubmit, when:God did: ro 

bis-parttcular family ſuch things as made borh-the 
- earsoOf: every 'one: that: heard thereof to tingle, Jt 3s 

the Lord, let him dowhat ſtemeth him good, 1 Sam. 3.11, 

18, The ſateſhould make ts ſubmir,when ſuch things ' 
befall a City or-Nation, as makech the ears of all that 
bearthereof ro tingle. Tr :is the Lord, lechim do what 
ſcemerh him good: - 

2, God will bring glory to his Name by this fore 
judgment which he hath brought upon this greac 
City, Tſa; 25- 2, 3.:\ThouthaſÞ made of a City an heap, 
and. of a. defenced City arwins—Therefore: (hall the ſtr 
penple glorifie thee, the.City of the terrible Nations ſhalt 

fear thee. Soalſo Iſa. 5. 16, in ſome of che mm 
ER DDE | * verſes 
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verſes: the Propher had been'ſpeaking of Gods judg.- 
ments, as Verf. 9g: Many houſes ſhall be Hefolate, even 
great . and. fair withent Inhabitant.” And Verſc 13,1 F. 
T heir honourable men are famiſhed,” and their multitude 
dried up with thirft; the mean mar ſhall be, brought 
down, aud the mighty man ſhall be hambled, —then he 
tells us, that alkcheſe judgments'ſhould make for the 
exalcing of Gods plory , Verſ. 16.” But the Lord of 
Hoſts ſhall be exalted in judgment, and God that js holy 
ſhall be ſanttificd in righteouſneſs. Now the exalting 


.. of Gods glory isof more concernment; than all the 


w—_ Tities, or Kingdoms of the whole world. All things 


3» are and'were created for Gods pleaſure, and there- 


fore-ir is, meer that he ſhould glorifie himſelf 
by',. and wich all perſons and things, as ſeemerh 
good: in his fight, Revel. 4. 1Tt. Thow art worthy O 
Lord to receive glory and honour , and power, for tho 


haſt created all things, and for thy pleaſure they are 


and; were- created. We ſhould yield np all that we 


| have, and are, unto God to be diſpoſed of by him as 


hepleaſerh, ſo he will bur glorifie his own Name, 
Foh. 12.27,28. Now is my ſou! troubled; and what ſhall 
T'ſay? Father ſave me from this howuy ; but for this 
canſe . came I unto this hour ; Father glorifie thy 
Name, . 

3. Though this be a very ſore and dreadful judg- 
ment, and. many perſons fearing God have ſuffered 
deeply by it, yeteruly God is and till will be good 
to [/rael, evenroſuch asareof aclean heart. When 
Zeruſalem the chief City of Fadah was ruined, and 
Fadah's fall followed upon Jernſalems ruine, yet 


God commandeth his Prophet rorell che righteous in 


themidfſt of theſe deſolations, it:ſhould go well with 
them, 1/a. 3:8, 10. Fernſalem is ruined, and Tudah is 
fallen, becauſe their tongue and their doings are agnſ 

4 bs ; | > the 
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ogh the Burning of he City be «fare QU7 
the Lord,” to provoke the-eyes of his glory. Say ye to the 
righteons, is ſhall be well with him _ they ſhall eat the 
trait of their doings. When God viſited; Ariel with 
flaming fire, and other dreadful judgments, he pro- 
miſeth ro comfort and ſupport his own'people in the 
midſt of thoſe troubles, 7/a. 29. 6, 19. Thos (halt be 
viſited of the Lord of Hoſts with Thunder and Earth- 
quake, and great Noiſe, with Storm and Tempeſts, and 
the Flame of devouring Fire. The meek alſo ſhall in- 
creaſe their joy inthe Lord, and the poor wen aruong ſhall 
rejojee in the Holy One of Iſrael. God will make this 
dreadful judgment ſo far from hurting any of his ſer-- 
vants,that it ſhall conduce to the good of all that-love 
his Name throughout the whole Land, Roz, 8. 28. 
We know that all things work. together for good to thems 
that Iquve God, tothem who are the called according to his + 
#rpo{e. 
s nt Whatever this great City was before its deſo- 
- Jationto-1ts own Inhabitants, or to any of Gods ſer- 
vants in any parts of the Nation, all that God will-be 
to his own people now that it is laid waſt, I ſhall in- 
ſtance in ſome particulars. 
_., Was this City the glory of England, the Crown 
of the Nation, and arewe ready co ſay with. Phine- 
has his wife, when we behold theruines of this Ci- - 
ty, 'The glory is departed from England, or with the 
Jews when er#ſalem was burnt with fire. The Crown 
1s fallen from our head, Lam, 5.16, yer ler us remem- 
ber what God promiſed when he deſtroyed the glory 
of Ephraim, 1/a.28.4,5 . The glorious beauty which is on 
: the fat Palley ſhall be a fading flower, — In that day 
| ſhall the Lord of Hoſts be for a Crown of glory, and for 
8 Diadems of beagty unte the refidue of his people; and 
what is promiſed, 1/2. 60, 19. — The Lord bal be nn- 
te hyp an enplaſting light, and thy Gig thy gle, and 
| ; Hip 


No a OE is St, Aa 
We ot Gs IS: £523 ED 
Es E oe nee 


"Qui; Juulſimnen; ere mn arquleſs ini 

' If.62, '3-Thowfhal | 

\ the Lord, and" a Royal Diadem in the hand of thy 
__ -» Was (this City a place: of great ſtrength and ſe- 
curity, 'and do we look upon the ſtrength of the Na-. 
tion-to be much' weakened by this dreadful fire? yer 


| þ remember God is the ſtrength 'of his people, Pſal. 


28. 8. The Lord is their ſivength, and he is the ſaving 
ſtrength of his anointed, Iſa. 25. 4. Thou haſt been 4 
ſtrength tothe poor, a ſtrength to the needy in his diſtreſs, 
a4 refuge fromthe florm, a ſhadow from the heat, when 
|} ' the blaſkof the terrible ones is as aſtorm againſt the | 
* wall, When the ſervants of God have no walled "4 
Cities to dwell in, God will be a wall of defence ' 4 
| to them, Zech. 2.5. 7, ſaith the Lord, will be wnto 
j her a wall of fire round about, and will bethe gloryin 
the midſt of her. When they have no Bulwarks to 
| fecurethem, God will betheir ſtrong City, and his 
Salvacion ſhall be their Bulwarks, ſa. 26.1. In 
that day ſhall this Song be ſung in the land of Judah, 
we have a ſtrong City, Salvation will God appoint for 
Fpalls and Bulnarks: This Song was compoſed for a 
Song of praiſe afcer the Jews were delivered from 
| the Babyloniſh captivity, and at their return they 
} found Jeraſalem ina broken, ruinous condition; and 
| ſome mighr'be afraid to inhabit a Ciry that had no 
Walls nor Bulwarks, whereupon the Prophet tells 
them, their Ciry ſhould be ſtrong, though it wanted 
| outward Fortifications ; for God would appoint Sal- 
vation for Walls and Bulwarks. | 
| Was this City a Sanctuary , and a place of re- 
| fuge to any: of the Servants of God ? Though. this 
place of refuge be gone, the Lord continueth {1:11 
ro be a refuge to his people, Pſal. 62.8. Truſt in 
him at all times, Je people, pour out your hearts y t5a 
» | im 


ah 
” 


"Santtfi 


ter than the merchandize of Silver and Gold, of 
which we may read, Prov: 3. 13, 14. Happy is the | 
wn that findeth Wiſdom, and the man that getteth | 
Underſtanding, for the merchandize of it is better thay 
the merchandize of Silver, and the gain. theredf than 
. the gain. of fine Gold.. They that are by this fire dif- 
abled from trading, may Frade as freely for che 
merchandizecof Wiſdom as ever. When mony fails 
God will be-inſtead of mony tous, Job 22, 25. The 
Atmighty ſpe be thy. Gold, So the words may be 
rendered, as is intimated in the margenr of our Bi- 
bles,” and according to-this Franſlation the ſenſe 
is, When God doth not give bis people (ilver and 
gold, he will be in. che ftead of filyer and gold | 
unto: them,,- and they ſhall be as weikby yR__ of - 
, whats 


f 


what .they enjoy in him:,-/-as. any' mah char -hath 
the (greateſt plenty: af Silver: and; Gald- in the 
whole: world. When your... Treaſure: that was 
wont to;:come 1n;. by trade faileth, he will give 
you: herter:; Treaſure ,- 4a, 33.6. : Fhe. fear of the 
. Are many thouſand Families undone by:this buro- 
ing 2 Godcanas ealily- provide for many thouſand 
Families thathave norhing ro live upon, as for one 
man What bad-all Z/-ael ta live upoh when.chey were 
inthe Wilderneſs belides the promiſe and providence 
 -of God 2 «there grew no -corn-in the Wilderneſs, 
neither were there any Markets ro buy proviſion, yer 
God: fed them forty. years together in that deſolate 
Wilderneſs in a bountiful manner , although there 
was a Very great multitude of chem. There went-abour 
lix hundred thouſand out of Egypt, belides children 
Exot. 12..37+ | | | 
Are divers Hoſpitals and Alms-Hauſes wherein 
many poor people: lived:\comfortably ,- conſumed by 
this Bire, -andthereby the poor in danger-to:perifh? ' 
The God of Sue a5 people continnes fill as mind= 
ful.of their neceſhties, and as able ro helpchem as 
ever he was. God by bis: providence taketh aſpecial 
care of poor diſtrefled- perſons, eſpecially of ſack 
poor peoples pray to:him. He hath laid up good 
things.in tare for them, Pal. 68. 19. O.God, thou haſt 


|: prepertdof thy goodneſs forthe pror. When they cry 


to God!, he will: hear them, P/al. 69.33. The 
Lord hearethithi poor. When they are in want, he 
will- provide, bread-for them, ?/al. 132. Ig. 7 wilt 
abandantly bleſs her provifien , 1 will ſatisfie her poor with 
bread, When. they-are in aflition, he will deliver 
them, Joh 364 i5.. He delivereth the por in their af- 
fliftion, When any would deprive them of _ 
aviaT rights 
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their right, Pſal. 140. 
. | paprdbn ar ery the 
afflicted, andthe right of the poor.. When they are op- 
preſſed, if they 'do bur ſigh to him, 'he-will help 
them, P/al. 12,5. For the oppre ſſion of the poor, for the 
fehing of the needy, now will I ariſe , ſaith the Lord, 1 


" . 


will ſet him in ſafety, from him that paſfeth at him. 
' When they have no body that looketh after them to 


relievethem, God will relieve their neceffities, P/al. 
146, 9. The Lord preſerveth the ſtrangers , he relieve: h 
the fatherleſs and oe widow. - When they are in ſtraits 
and dangers, if they commit chemſelves to the Lord, 
he will be heir helper, Pal. 10, 14. -The poor com- 
mitteth himſelf unto thee, thiw art the helper of the fa- 
5, This preat and dreadful Judgment ſhall pro- 
more the ſpiricual and eternal welfare of allthe Ser- 
vants of God that have been ſufferers byit.. Tre -ſhall 


-promore their ſpiritual welfare by making them more 


holy. Heb. 12, 10. He 4hifeneth wsfor our: profit; that 
we might be partakers of hus holineſs. | None of Gods 
chaſtenings are tor thehure, bur. for the! profit of his 
Servants, Pſal. 119.71; Ttis good for me that I have 
been afflited , that 1 might learn thy Statates. Though 


their affli tions may cauſe ſorrow and grief, yet they 


rend tothe bettering of rheir hearts, Eccleſ. 7.3..By 
the ſadneſs of -the countenance, the heart is: made- better. 


And as this judgment ſhall promote the ſpiritual, ſo: 


alſo the. eternal welfare of the Servants of God, 
2 Cor. 4417. Onr light affliftion which is but for a mo- 
ment, worketh for us, a far more exceeding ,” and eternal 
weight of Glory. James 1. 12. Bleſſed 1s the man that 
endureth temptation, for when he is tryed,” be.ſhall receive 
the Crown of Life which the Lord hath promiſed to thems 
that love him. ro Sy ID 

* Thus 


0 OV 
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', Q.Kx © - for the good of the Sufferers., wy  * 
, Thus having laid down ſome conſiderations, for © + | 

the.quieting and ſatisfying their mindes that have been 

great ſufferers by this Fire, and propoſed ſome things 

to be praQtiſed inorder to the obtaining of content- 

gent, and having anſwered the moſt material pleas, 

that withour being removed, might hinder rhoſe that 

have beengreart ſufferers: from ſieting. down. ſatisfied 

under this:hand of. God. I ſhall adde no more a- 

bout the firftqueſtion, bur proceed to the reſolution 

of the ſecond. | 
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What of ſhould chey make of thr 4 
 fliflion,” who bave loſt their whole , _ or 

S any part of their Eſtates by the late 
Dreadful Fire ? we nRNOIE +4 
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An(w. TI. || Ook upon this rod, as the rod of God: 
OW ABE Ir is both our duty and our wiſdom 
to eye God in all our afflitions, and to. look upon 
them as coming by his appointment, Micah 6. 9. The 
Lords woice crieth anto the City, and the man of wiſdom 
ſhall ſee thy name, hear ye th: rod, and who hath appointed 
it, There is no trouble whatever comes df it ſelf or 
by chance, Job 5. 6. Affiftion cometh not forth of the 
duſt, neither doth trouble ſpring out of the ground. But 
- 8ll.2MiQtions that come either upon Narions or parti- 
| 'Befrſons are ſent and ordered in all their circum*- 
ſtances by the wiſdom and Providence of God, Amos 
3+. 6. Shall there beevil in aCity, and the Lord hath not 
doneit. Ia. 45. 7. 4 form the light, and create darkneſs, 
1 make peace, and create evil, 1 the Lord do ll theſe 
things. Eph. 1. 11. Who worketh all things after the 
comnſel of his own will.. When any man is made poor, 
itis the Lord maketh him poor, 1 Sam. 2. 7. The 
Lo#d maketh poor, and maketh rich , he bringeth low and 
lifteth #p. When a Fire ts kindled in any City , it is 
od ſends it, and gives ic a commiſſion what houſes : 
. ſha 


"* 4 


_ be CEE : cpa 
—» aber 
man, ehiagathh : ils chemlelves canno | 


ang and he 'Caldedns h 

Saran had cauſed Fire. to- conſume. his, =_ | 

I Tempeſt had. blown dowin the' houſe whetehis 

hildren were. eating and: drinking. and: had ſlain 

them, he-Jooks: beyond- all cheſe- inſtruments rb che 

hand-of -Gad,. andcryes. 70h:L..2:T.; 'The'Lord bath - 
taken ansy. We-mrong andberlyeche Lord whenwe 
him eicher-1nihis-word , or in. his:works,, 


0 norawayhies m« 
Jer. 5. *: They have be-lied-the. Lord, -and {ole it i 
nat he— f = —_—+ 
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| Lay Lay to heart this hand. of God hu hah been 
liſeiiaen 

Pen os 
fendi in chis kinde inde 
My ry ae on gre —_— pew . 
not : and it barntd hins, 90 0 es ay. If 
0 Lard; .are not-thine eyes-upon the 2rmtb 2 tha 
Kris them, ad haye:not griev 
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. hg nor ah epincef his 
id them up. 
-me lay this affliction to 


+ anſwer, x. Conf r. in your hearts, that by 
God-ceſtifieth againſt you, chac there 
4: earrs. or lives that 


ro' provokettie Lord ro: deal 
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ries he binde, v7 « & rr; Fred he abr open 
mouth, for all this his tw 5c ut HAIG awsy, bit blk 
hend is ſtretched out fill. God expeRts that we ſhould 
humble our felyes when his hand is lifted 1 lr dp. 
us,"1P#8.'5.6. Humble your ſelves wnder" t 

band if God, that regen p_ thehe. OY Ft 
19,20, Remembring eb fd belies m) miſery, the 
worried and the hens fri in remens- 
trance; and is humbled in me. 

3: $0 lay to heartthis affliion, as tomourn more 
for the finthar provoked God to fend this afflition, 
than for rhe af} i Afelf, Lew-5. 16 The crown 
is fallen from our head; wo vinto wu that we have franed. 
They 'bewail' their fin more than 'che loſs of 
rheir dignity. They do not ſay, wo unto us; 
the Crown is fallen ; © but wo unto ns ty op 
have ſinned , fer. 3- 21, A volce wat heard a 
high places, yg: and 7 lications of the Chi 
Iſrael, for they have 4 their way ; and pond. 2m = 
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F + 03 thi fulgnbtef Fin nt ag 
f —— -iniquityif thy ſifter Silom, Pride; fulnefref Bread, 

| bvindmice of *idleneſs wasin her and'in bey Daughters; 
| heither 'did on. rar hand of the pror-and needy, 
| and theywere hanghty, "and committed abomination be= 
fore mes therefore'T took; then"unay as 1'faw gord. Now - 
rhe way by\which God'took away” Solos for theſe 

} fins wasby fare; Gen. r9:; 2465 \ PRKEI BY Tod S094 
F 8: Reſting inourward Reformation withourſreks 
| 4 inpaftera\reqewed heart; Jer. 4. 4. Cirrnncife your 
} ſebves to- the Lord. and take away the 'fore=shins" of 
[ your heart , . ye men of "Judah vr Our? heh of Fe= 
[ rwſalens, leſt my fury*come forth like fire," and” burn that 
nont can quench it , _ of the'evil of your doings. 
þ.- *'9.Murmuring at any of Gods Providences,though 
they 'be ſuch as bring*us into ſtraits, Namb. It. I; 
+ When the prople complained; it diſpleaſed the Lord, and 
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the Lord heard it, 'and his anger was kindled; ind the fire 
of the Lord barnt among them, and conſumed them that 
were in the uttermoſt parts of 'the Camp.” © * 
10." Mocking and \miſuling-of Gods Miniſters, 
2 (hron. 3$6.16,17, 19. They mocked the meſſengers 
of Godiy and deſpiſed hw words, and miſuſed his Pro- 
phets, until the wrath of the Lord aroſe againſt his peo- 
ple, till-there was no remedy, therefore he brought upon 
them the King of the Chaldees,” who flew their young men ; 
with the Swerd, — «And they burnt the Howſe' of Goth « 
and brake down the Wall of Fernſalem,. and burnt alt the. 
Palaces thereof withfires Oo 
© - 11: Changing Gods Ordinances , and*breakin 
his Covenant; 1ſ4.'24. 5, 6. Becanſe they have tr anſ- 
grefſed the Laws, and changed the Ordinances , broken 
the' everlaſting Covenant ;; Therefore hath the Curſe de- 
j woured the Earth, and they that dwell therejware deſo-. 
late, therefarethe Inhabitants of the Earth" are burned, 
and few men lefte BED Te Ot OPT OA "OA 


4 12. Sins 


. f e_ Aa . 
OS Oo: FER LM 


£ 
A 


v..| Dew. 33. 26,21,32,24-The 


Bo: weral other ſins for which God: hath: albeterge 
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"takes away: his Peoples ſtares to exerciſe and « 
their graces; aswe ſee inthecaſe .of Fob 
ally w be brings-us low and-bereaves us"of Gaſs 
Eſtates,. it.is- for our (ins, - Pſa 196. 43+ They pr 
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ahe, iſ, To ae bee mentioned che ground 
why. would take away not only what was for 
delighr and ornament, as.Winey: —_ Gold, Silver, 
&6, bur what was nd Flaxto eat DT | 


ce Golgwetben for his own ſervice. 
-2.. Pride,. When men grow proud of their ie 
God ofc-timestakes them any Prov.2.9.23- A mans 
pride ſhallbring him low. 
3. N le& of works of mercy 3 Prov, 11. 24. 


There i that ſcatternh and yet increaſeth, and there 
is that mith-holdeth wore thas i "meet, bus it tendeth #6 © 
ach + 
2 4. Makiog over-much-haſt robe rich, Prov. 28. 
bh, He that haffeth to be vich hath as evit Exe and 
conflaertth not that poverty ſhall come him. - 
5. Nor heeding'che andments of God, 


Dent. 28. 35 3964344: If thow wile not —__— 


% 2 
- or 


Following of -vain:perſons;-- Prov; 23.29... 
that rd ofiew vain 4h ons - ſhall have poverty. 
9. Glutrony and Drunkenne6s, Prov: 23,21, The 
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mou. : Cod layshis* command” vpo! ſuch. as" are 
tder "aMiaion'tb depart! from Iniuity 3' | Tob-36: 
8, &3-f05 1f they Teihonnd in fetters;' aid be Shy [3 
torts of offeton, they he ſheweth they their winb in 
| theitrraiſgreſſin; hit they have ##vetded 5B oft 
alſb-their tar #0 ' difciptivie, -apll"& "P"&Þ; 

'  Hhiehn from Iniquttye Now 'ris x ebeitrdinin br 0 
to” rebel againſt His Commandment ; addin 
| h&eds be-a "gtext” ptoyocatian for F 16 't 

it tris fins; When Gow & conimanderh kin40" J 
| froth iniquity: Wherefote ler this afiition af 
wich you to ſet upon the work of Repentance 2 
Reforthation, did that you may'd& ie the ftiore effe- 
Auiplly taketliclefew diteRionss' ' [1204 ny 27189" 
k 'T. $66 that? $f furt from) « anfilt tear 
| Ark; 0 moſt of; bac all your tranſp effiond.; Foe 

« 120,217 Repent dud tar Joby ſebve frogs Wl: Jour 
renſerefſihs, ſb iHigvity J Pal #ht "Jour Hi 3" Caf 
away rom yoh att whereby we vt 
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anſgreiſed, = — br will 5 dey"O'; uſe 
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aig newly oo ops Ter as. ge ou 1 
} Souls: If yay" Jifcern any thing amiſs in your Wives, 
| orin your Children, or in 5h Servants, of ina 
- at jours with'you, endeavour as much as. liek 
in yon. to it ; for this God. expetts' of all 
thoſe rhae'r no bim 'by trace repencince, that 
they ſhould" pijt away all | inquryie from their Ta-. 
I, 2 *hey be ſuck'as'haye' Families com- 
ered ro their charge, Job 32.23. If thow return to 
th her ighty, — thox ſhalt put 49 $11 'far on 
thy Tabermoles Job r2. 13, 14. mel 5+, pare” t 
Peart”, and firerch out thine by s toward hin, rs ini- 
gquity Ve i 'rhine* hind put it you a04)-, - od "Tet 
wickedneſs dwtll in thy T, made Gen. 35. 2. ' Faro 
Faid nnto his houſhild , and (0 all that were. w with him, - 
d put” away the ſFFimpe pods that" are arong au y, and be 
clean. Joſhua did oc nor © chink | i ſufficient to Terve God 
himſeff,bur reſolyeth ro engageall his family ro ſerve 
| the Lord, 7oſh:24. 15. 4s for me and my Houſe we will 
feror th e Lord. © 
5. Ser-upon' the work of Reformation © eedily, 
| make! no delay, 'not ſomuch' as one _da , Þ al. 119. 
60. 1 made haft, and delayed 1 nat to keep t Commiunde- 
ments.” Heb. 3.7 Wherefore as the Holy Ghoſt ſaith, 
. Today if - ye will heay his woice, harden not your hearts, — 
. Sinis of that fubcil inlinuating nature, that chough 
a man be under convitions * an abſolute neceſſuy 
| of reforming his fife, and rake up (a5 he thinks firm 
' and ſtrong) reſolutions to repent of bis'lins,. if he 
| <&norpreſenely" ſer upon che work of repentance, 
| #he pur it off.bur a day; be is in danger of having | 
_ hisheart hardned, arid of continying 'in -an impeni- 
' rent condition, Heb, 3. 13. £thart one anether daily, 
while'it is called to day, leſt any of you be hardned at 8. 


= deceitfiulneſs of fn, | 


5 her treac udah . 
; cabs | Earns TH 


gets bad Heel take 


ſelves,.tha you do.r ter his. judgmer ole away 
without being broughexo a true and uaſeigned. re- | 


Penzance, by A 3. for repencanceis.a,very hard work, 
and few.perſons are wrought upon by their. Oar 
| lives, 


Ins , to forſake their 1ns and xefe m. 
one &o Lot iow them with one-affliQion after.ge- 
notber ſl he th even conſumed: 92d deſtroyed 


them. Few, 16, 10,11,-— They, gnay te 
for p4 rs 16:0 bow rhe Gods Feowep te 
her. dine and their. ſores », and repented nat of their 
deeds, wr 9. 20,21,. alk db the mew » which were 


F Nears of bo old ky Fs Tale xt5A Hr Dale ns their 
Hurders ENF, and of if. theinS' orceries, ner —_ their . Fornica- 
Hes, ror 0 Fe: 7 hefts, Prov, 27:.22: Though. thos 

Py ray « Foolin a hrs jth « Peftels Jes will 


#3, 


the ene 
uk vil Fanwly. 7 
Midi? Ig 

anc. q C 
EE 

ad wic 8/49, [4J10gy 

turucth. to his. com: {es thor Eo orngh 
tel. The likecomp Rs he, ſame : 

ej Ge Jews » 16x42 30- 
16-08 Teceiuved ma 
het 1/ [ajah CAMP lains- alla of | the 
ko ey gt. rhgy ce. nor at 
aflictions » Iſas1s 3: Ph. F900) 26. he; 
re 4s Fo pure 4M bark gy 


; 4 ir W Th or oh Ft even unto 4% puy Hay 

| #6, 29: Fark, in.its but wounds and bruiſes, and: Putri 
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653 bat" FE vmnin thitdiath" lived a 'icked and 


'viigodly {ife; would br Yowir and ferioutly *tonfider 


tris wayes,” it might be means of turttinB/even of a 


"I 


wicked" man from his Ons} beck: 18: 27; 28. hen 
the” withed min'tarntth"avay from bis wickedne(srhit 
b* hath conmitted , and doth that which is tawful and 
Fig bt; br-fhall ſave his ſo! atioe'; becauft he*confider- 
##h- "and turntth away from all bus tranſgreſſions thas 
he * hath tanimitted, he ſhall ſurely live: bt "fpaft noe 
+: This' Scvipture \ſhewerb!' plainly, chat confide- 
tarion (begabſe he confereth\imid twrneth—)-witlhelÞ 
a wicked man'to"'tarn-from alt his fins, by ſach a 
repentince as ſhalf ſurely ſave his ſoal j he hal ſurely 
Iive, he ſhall not die. CE _ pls ao 5 S.* 
<3." Give your" ſelyes much-£0 bewrind , reading, 
and meditating upon- che 'Word of Got: *Fhe Rod 


feldom-doth-good wichourrhe Word ; - bat when the 


Word of Godiis accompanied with hisRvd;: when 


in our affti tions" we give ourſelves rofearch cinco, 
and -meditaceupon- Gods Word , this will make one 


afflitions ro-work kindly upon us. There'is'a' di- 


vine' power (goeth along with che Word, *andthere- 


_ fore tc tiuſt-needs” be an effeftual means 'to lead” os 


to repentance; to converſe mochwich/rhe- Word ; 
ſee ſome places:of "this Scriprure ro*tlis' purpoſe, 
Ffal. 19.7, The Law of the Lord is perfett, _— 


the ſoul, Joh 15; 3, Now'ge 'are clean"through t 
Word which T'bave ſpiktn wnto you. Eptieſ."$:26,297. 


Chriſt alſo lived "the Church, and gave himſelf for it, 


that he might ſanttifie and" cleanſe it with the waſh- 


ing of water bythe Ward. Who are hardertobe re- 
claimed"then young: men whot have ſtrong and 'un- 


ruly” paſſions? And who are more bardly kepr-from 
<lin.ctharf-great men whocan'do-what they ple 


aſe, 
and 
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th in awe of, th) 4Agdchoug the 
jor yas ſo-awed by. «| 
Gad,;Pſal. 139-3 Thy ag 
batt Sight: fin Rnne 


and incerr aloof oy En, 
Lori thar he would turn-you from: your-(ins unto 
bimſel Ja 3b. 18, 39+..,1 bove ſurely heard. Fp 
bemoaning himif thay Thos haſt chahiſtd me and 7 
was chaftiſed ein fy 226 £9:the yoke; 
##rn, than; me, ard 1 ſuallke: turned ,. far thin. art the 
Lord my.God.. 1s Ephreins my dear ſont: % be apled- 
{en chit fer. (6 gf ” iÞs againſt biz, 7 doearneſt- 
ly remeneber_him ſtill, therefore my bonels. are troubled 
for hine,, 1 will ſurely. hows Wercy. wpon en:him, {eith the 
Lord. : When Ephraim was in afflition/and founda 
refractory, ruſe — Thoa boſt ft chefs ay WAS 
as « Bullich: pace uſemyed to the yoke, and wear to.God 
and bemoanedthe hardneſs of his heart xand prayed 
to beturned, God promileth, 7 il ſurely have were 
«pon, hiqe.; phat is, our of my mercyrowerds.bim;. 
vill hoch,pardon. his rebellious and\diſobedient car- 
riage under bisaffli&iqn, and ſubdue this xefratory 
and rebellious ſpiric. -:That Gads-haying mercy: "«b 
him ,. implies both: the pardoning-8nd-{ubduing bis | 
. ſins, may be gathered from, Afic« 7. 18, 19,20. 


Wien ti. Jews were. e-Fareied captive ingo w_ 
an 


for they; were. perſuaded. chat: chough 

8M:ions had-ngt rurned them, yer if che Lard would 
Pur torth. his Grace-and turn chem), then they ſhould 
b&curaed, iLam's, 21; Tarn thou us ante thee , (2 
Laxd, | and;we ſhall be tarned-., Prayer is of that prevs- 
 Jeacywich.God,, chac-no iniquity ſhall be-able co 
{tand\langbetfore « praying Chriſtian , . bur. Prayer 
willfoogſubque the power and. dominion of is,. P/al. 
11.94 84.3: \Blefſed-are they that keep bis teſtimonies, and 
hat ſeek hing with the whole heart, they alſa do noinignitys 
Prayers and tears will prevail over God bimſel:, a 
K-23, 4-—Þy his. Srength he hed power with God, yea, hn 


' thad yaner over the Angel, and previiled, he mept and made 


 ſ*pplication unto him.Now it Prayer will prevail over 
God fearnot but.it will preyailover allmanner of (in, 
+ -:4-: When you feel any workings and ftirrings of che 
 Spiricof Gadiupon your hearts,rake heed of quench- 
ng or reſiſting the Spiric whes. the: Spiric. of God. 
worketh upon-you elther.in a.way of. conviction, or 
by ſtirring up godly ſorrowfor {in,or exciting purpo- 
ſes and reſolutiansagainſtſin,or working in any orber 
way upon our.ſouls,and yield your'ſelyes roGadzjoyn 
4n,; and. comply. wich che motions of the Spirit >. all 
the workings of-Gods Spirit upon our hearcs, are in 
"ordertothe-bringing of us ro [repentance that he 
may prevent.qur eternal-miſery, Fob 33. 16, 17. He 
openeth the earsof men, and ſealeth their inflruttion, that 
 themaywithdraviman from his purpoſt , and hide pride 
from man.” See alſo, ver.. 29, 30. Lo, all theſe "things 
worketh G od of tew'times with man, to bring back, his ſoul 
fromthe pit, to'be enlightned with the light of the living. 
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ned rohin, Bſal. 8x. — 144/15, O that cople ha 
bearkened unto mie—T ſhould: ſor have fi wed ti 
enemies, and turned ney hand ag ainſt their-advirſariet' 
the baters of the Lord Nnalibevs ſubwiiteed themfolve 
«ntohim—The ſame will rhe*Spitit of 'God do' for 
choſe char yield upx to be ledand guided b 
him, hewill ſoon ſubdue cheir ſins} andturn 
againſtehieir- iniquities,\and make. all their ſpiitael 
enemies become fub unto rhem;* 1g A gd GA 
. 57 Lookunto JelusChrilt e veyolt repentance, 
and rofurn you from your” iniq aries. {God harh'ex- 
alt riſt ro pive < Senifions, topy "M855. 31. Him 
odexalted with -bis right hand to he's Prince, and s 
Saviour, for to give repentance wat Iſrael,” and forgive- 
neſs of fins cauſe -we-cannor. of oft ſelves/turn 
from fin, God ſenthisSon'ts turnus from our iniqui- 
" ticy-dMftr 3.26, Unto you firſt, God* hat 
Sox. Jeſs, font bins to bleſs” you, 'in Turning - 
+you have «p- 


one of you from his iniquities. If after yt 
; plySd your ſelvesro'Chriſt, in ardey to his torning'of 


you.fromyour iniquiries;/-your: fins Thotfd: till pre- 
vail over- hs, _ be not. diſcouraged: -bur hope'in 
Chriſt,” thatin his own:good rimep*he will redeem 
you: from all youriniquiries, and you ſhall arc 
-hewill not fail your expeRation;,: \Pfains 130. 7,78 
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...-: works." We ſhould not-only-do good. works, bur-be 
.- Zealousof, and indoing good warks.: We ſhould be: 
ſozealous of: good works z as not only fo embrace: * 
poftunities.of daing good when they comein our. 
way; :bue we ſhould cover earneſtly ; and follow dili« 
-gencly. after:-opportunities of doing good works; 
I Tim: 5:10,—1f ſhe have diligently followed every good 
.. work. We ſhould not only do good works, but be 
_ caretul ro excel and continue conftant therein, what- 
© ever difficulties and diſcouragements we'meetwith-in 
- doing of them, Tit; 3. 8. This is a faithful ſazins. 
and theſe things I will that thou affirm conſtantly. thit * * 
. they which have believed in God, might be careful tomain= 15 
tainigood works. Y.ou ſee, if- you would anſiyer Gods 
_delign in your afliion, that 'you -miuſt be zealous, 
and -inwhac you muſt be zealous; only letmeadde 
| here two or three cautions, - 1. -Look: that your zeal _ 
be regulated with knowledge ; There may bea zeal © 
* which is,not-guided by knowledge, Kun. io. 2. 1 
bear thems record; that they have a zeal of God, but nat 
according to knowledge. Zeal without knowledge is 
dangerons. Paul in a blinde zeal perſecuted the peo- 
ple of God, thinking therein to do God good ſer- 
vice, Phil. 3. 6. Concerning zeal perſecating vhe Church: 
And Sax our of a blinde zeal tothe children of-1/- 
 rael and Judah, flew the Gibeonites ; for which fing. . 
- though done. in zeal, the whole Land was puniſhed 
©, with three years Famine, 2. Sam; 21..t,2. .2. Look 
. _ thatyour zeal for. God. be true, and-real, and not 
..pretended; Jehu pretended great zeal for God; 
. 2 Kings 10. 16. Come with me; and ſee my zeal for the* 
' Lord—Burit was rather a, zeal eo eftabliſhthe King- 
-- domcohim(cit, rhanany truezealfor God. 3; Lec 
ite CGH M . _- your 
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fundamental matters of Religion, and 
taktials.  Pharifaicalt zeal -thar was: pu 
7 / | 


| Auahineyrhing Mint, and Cumminy-and Anniſe, nd 

_  neglettedthe weightier matters 'of the Law, as Faith, 
\ andthe loveof:God, Judgmentand Mercy, 'was diſ-, 
allowed and'condemned by Chrift, 4: Look thar 
- or hp 2 roy fir, while the ſence of your af- 
fi&iong/s freſh tpon your ſpirics; bur'ler ir be-con-. 
_ ſtant, Gul. 4. 18." 7+ is good tobe! wealonſly affebted al- 


wayes in a good thing. 1 

. 3. God aims ar che making of. you-partakers of his 

- holineſs, by this aflition, Heb. 12. 10. He chaſten- 
; eth au for on profit, - that we might be partakers of his ho- 
linſ:. Theſe perſons towhonmrhe Apottle writes this 
.. Epiſtle, had: been chaſtned;with rhe loſs of their 
Goods, Heb. 10. 34. and-this chaſtning was for this 
'_ end, that they miphe be parrakers of Gods Holineſs. 
|. 4 They were holy before;the-ApoſHle calls rhem, chap. 
it . 3. 1. Holybrethven, partakery of the heavenly calling— 
E: " They were ſuch-as had beenſifferers for Chriſt, and 
had ſuffered joyfully, rhey had attained xo affurance 

of their ſalvation, -chap. 10. 32, 33, 34.: Yet theſe 
perſons were. chaſtned, thar they+ mighr be made 

more holy; 'Now' ſeeing Gods'defign in thisafli- 
Hionisto make you partakers of his holineſs, ler this - 
afflition ſtir you'up ro follow/afrer holineſs ; if -you 
| + "Iadonly aformot godlinefs, a ſhew and appearance 
|." -*, Of holineſs before;now follow afret the-power,trurh, 
; _ Krealicyof podlineG;if you haderne holineſx before, 
+ JIabournowtrso be more holy; be more holy in your | 

- _  Heavts, in your honghes, in'your affettians, in your. 
ſpecchi,and diſcourſe with all men, be moreholy in 
 #iÞ'madner of-converfati5n, 1 P:8. 1.15, Arhe which 
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| + cated youis boly, ſo be ye-boly in 
| -- £0n- Thisexhortagion, thou 


_ ar ſuchatrine as he was pleading a .controverlie with 


his people, my may ſee,: ver. 2. The Lord hath 4 
controver fie with his people, and he will plead with Iſrael. 
And while he was pleading his' controyerlie; be de- 


- Rtroyed: Jeriſalem , the chiefeſt City of the Jews, 


thap..3. 12. Zion ſhall be plowed as a field , and Jerwſa- 
lem ſhall become heaps. And Sampris (which ,was one 
of the principal Cities belonging, co the ten Tribes, 
Iſa. 7.9. The beadof Ephraim is Samaria)) Micah 
I.6. / will make Samaria as an heap of the fitld—1 wilt 


 porr downthe ſtones mag 4 into the valley , and 4 will dif= 


cover the foundations thereof, Now when God had a 
great controverlie with 1ſrael and Fudah, (for this 
Prophet was ſent to both Kingdoms, chap: I. 1.) and 
was laying waſte their chiefett Cities , rhat which he 
required from; the inhabitants with whom -he was 


-pleading his controverſie; was; .that.chey ſhould do 
julty, and loye-mercy, and. walk humbly wichcheir 
-Qad; | EE M 2 5; God 
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8% 7: The loſſes and other afflitionswhich'you have 
© Auſtained bychis dreadful Fire, ſhould ftir. you.up co 
. ___*Slorifie God, 1/4. 24, 15. Wherefore, glorifiz 3e the 
- -— Lordin the Fires, eventhe name of the Lord God of 1f- 
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Q.3. | Femuſt glorifie Godin the Firet. , 16! 
- ral, In the former parr of. the Chapter the Propher. 
{2 : 1ap-pr -a time of great deſolation, as ver. I. Behold, 7 
the Lord maketh the earth empty ; and maketh it waſte, * © 
and twurneth it up-ſide down, and ſcattereth abroad the 4 
inhabitants thereof * ver. 3. The land ſhall be utterly ens- 

. ptied, and xiterly ſpoiled—yer. 11, t 2. Al joy is darkned, 
the mirth of the land*is gone; in the City is left deſolation, 
and the gate is ſmitten with deſtrafion—and then tells 
them whar uſe they ſhould make of theſe. ſore; Judg- 
ments,  Glorifie ye the Lord inthe fires. When God .is: 

executing any remarkable Judgments, 'it- ſhould 

awaken all men to glorifie God, Rev. 15. 4: Who 

ſhall not fear thee, O Lord, and glorifie thy name ? for 

thy judgments are made manifeſt. We read, Rev. 14. 

' 6G, 7. That when it was an hour wherein God was 

. Executing his Judgments , that an Angel cryed., to 
every nation, and, kindred, and tongue, and Loy rk [7 og 

- with a loud voice, fear God, and give gloryto him, for the 
hour of hu judgment is jos-Jage this judgment chat is - 
,come upon you-will not prevail with you co give glo- 

ry to God, God will curſe your bleſſings, Hal. 2.2. 

8, If ye will tet hear, and if ye will not lay it to heart, to -- 
' give glory unto my names. (aith the Loyd of hoſts, I will ; 
even ſend a curſe wpon you, and [ will curſe your bleſſings ; 71 
yea, { have turſed them already , becauſe ye do not lay it 4 
to heart, © | | | 

" If you ask, how and wherein you ſhould glorifie- 
God under. this affliction which he hath laid upon 

.you 2 4 | f 

I anſwer, 1, Accept of the puniſhment of- your 

iniquity, and acknowledge that the Lord is ſatt and 

righeeous,in all that is come upon you. Then we gwe 

God the glory.of his Judgments, ' when we confeſs 

| himco be juſt and righreoys therein ,, Rev. 15: 3, 4+ 

— Fuſt and tru? are thy wayer, thow King of . Saints, Who 

25 Y M. 3 fall 
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'Lird, , hy Neme—Thiy 
BE motor gry trek pot roms 
4 waſtes pol Jews ſpo ledof their goods, and 6ats* 
\,, ried capti e into Babylon, Dan; 9:14 The Lord hath 
watched i on the evil , and Iaght it por 1, for the 
ard our God is righteods in alt his works that he dith; for: 
we obezed not hiewoice. Yea, do not only confeſs God 
tobe righreous, buralfo acknowledge him tobe gra- 
cious in this diſpenſation fay, whereas our Houfes 
and Eftares are ove wp i pf chis Fire, it is of the 
Lords merciesthat we, dur ſelyes are hoe conſumed; 
even becauſe his compaſſi otis fail nor. Thus Zr gave 
glory ro God, whey. his houſe ad goods were eon- 
ſumed in Sodom, he looked npon ir as a great mercy 
that he himſelf was tot conſumed alfo; Gen, 19. 19, 
Behold now,thy ſervant hath found gract in beret ghs, nd 
. thimbaſt1 pr brag mercy, whic the ha wed > | 
#0 wwe, pv 
2 Thoogh wrt ſufferings have been very preat, 
yer give God chanks; and praiſe his Holy Name for ©. 
by. he hath done for you ; ; wha ſo doing you ſhall 
glorifie God, Pſal.;50.' 23. ”= wie b Pr on 
. rifeth me—I(a.. 42. 12, Lav the we glory anto the 
Lerd, and declart his praiſe in he 1 ands, "This relates 
toacime of Judgment. 7 will deftfoy and devonr 'ab. 
once, T will make waſte mountains and hills, —ver:14-Y5. 
Evenwhen God is rifing up ro judgment,and devotr- | 
ing, anddeftroying, we muſt declare his praiſe , and 
ſo give him the glory of his Judgments. 'Ler not this: 
ſeem Rrangero you, char I exbort you thar have fuf- 
 fered great loftes by this Fire , to praiſe God, and 
" give himchanks; for 2. Job did thus, when God bad 


E -- faken away all his Eftare, and Children , be blefſeth 
, - "God, Job 1. 21.-—The Lord bath. taken away , bleſſed be 


ag name we of the Lord ; and Job did nor fin, or a6t im- 
<4; 
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| © ſaid inthe next words, 1» all this. Job ſinned not, nov - 
|" © \ charged God fooliftly. © 2. Tris the will of God, that 


. In eyery eſtate and-condition., and under every dif- 


| penlſatianof bis providence, we. fhould givechanks, 


I Theſſ.. 5.18, Inevety thing give thanks , for this is 
the wiki of God, in Chriſt Jef concerning you, 3. There 
is much mercy mingled with the affliftion ; it is met» 
cy that your Eſtaces were confumed., and not your 
Lives : it is mercy that your Houſes only,were.burn- 
ed, whereas you.mighe have been caſt both body and 
ſoul into everlaſting: burnings-;: and if :you cannot 
give'God thanks for the affliction ir ſelf , yet at.leaſty 
give him chanks for che mercy that: was mingled with. 

the affliction. | oh b 


- - '3, Lerthis sMiction put. you upon, ſearching and EE 


trying your wayes,' and renewing. your repentance, 


- and returning tinto God, of which you heard before; 


for in.ſo doing you ſhall give glory to GodzKev. 16.9. 
They repented not to give him glory. 4. © < 
4. Lec chis Judgment awaken in your ſouls a-mare 


' lively fear and dread of God, let it cauſe you toſtand 


in ſuch awe of God as tobe afraid to offend him; for 


. then we give glory to God when we are afraid to lin 


againſt him, Rev. 14. 7., Fear God, and give glory to 


5. Youſhall give gloryto God by this Judgment, 
if you-be-ſtirred up by ic to live a more holy. a0d 
righteouslife, ſu. 60. 21. Thy people ſhall be all righ- 
trou-—that I may be glorified, If alſo ir make you frutt- 
falin good works, . Fobu 15. 8, Herein is my Father 
glorified, that ye bear much fruit. | 
6. Lec this Judgment awaken you to a moredili- 


' gene praQice of what is commanded, I (or. 10. 3t. 


Whether therefare ye eat, or drink , or whatſorver - | 
hs : s M <.-: 


s. 


ee 4 Ks FO Aus "Y * 9. Fe ok et . 
: _ es. NE? Gen ad, Me" arg Ae 2h T2 OY 
"08% = P Ag © . n © a Chg RO 2. ea o Wa p- EN [F Bs. 
"- : #; c* "x30. *%, Ed al 
, i ' > [f 
b” £ 
a? & Ap 's £ 
, +: 
. 
f 
Co 
2 
a 


d'; for you'have- ms 


- Youreating and drinking, and your Religious: AQi- 
, Ons, with nioreexplicite intentions to Elorifie God, 


--.- +338: 'Leptheloffes which you have ſuſtained by this - 
_ --areadful Fire, take you off from laying up your 
q  Tredfor@vpon the earth-, 'and''pur:ypu upon laying 
up treaſure in heaven. /Thar- treafure-which you lay 
up on-earch, may be taken from you ſeveral wayes ; 
 ,, youmay loſe it all inone day, 'or if you do not loſe 
8 + arts muſtleave it all behinde you when you. dye: 
bp But chat treaſure which is laid up in heaven, canby no 
-  meansbetakenfrom you, buryouſhall-enjoy che'be- 
__ .neficof it coall eternity. Remember theretare, and 


follow the coutiſetand command of our Lord and$a- 
yiour Jeſts Chriſt, Mat. 6.19, 20,21: Laynotwp for 
your ſelves treaſures upon earth,” where moth and ruft doth 
 rorrupt; and where thieves break, through and ſteal ; but. 
lay up. for your ſelves treaſures in heaven, where-neither 
oth nov ruſt doth-corrupt,” and where thieves do not break, 

_ through and fteal; fur where your treaſure is, there will 
\ Jear-heart be alſo... If you ask,vWhart 1s that-trealure 
' Which we: ſhould lay up in heaven? T anſwer, ma 
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| , - 2fal. 3:16, They. that, feared the Lord, ſpeak; of ten.one' 
|. -- #0 another, andthe Lord hearkened, and heard it, and a 


| book of. remembrance was written before him for them that 
feared the Lord, and that thought upon his name, | You 


ſee here-thar:God treaſurerh up in bis book of re-- 


-membrance, all-che good words which we ſpeak when 
we-meet-copetber, andall'the good thoughts which 
 wethink. All the tears we' ſhed for our. fins, andall 
the ſighs and groans whicl-weſend up to God by rea« 
. ſon of ourlins, are. treaſure laid up-in heaven: for 
God purs fiich tears into his bottle ,'and all ſighs and 
groansthat come from a penitent heartaſcend-up to 
heaven; 'Pſal.-38. 9. Lord, all my defire is before thee ; 
aud my groaning is not hid from thee. All the prayers 
. that we puc upco God in che Name, of Jeſus-Chritt, 


aretreaſure laid up in heaven, Pal. 18: 6. 1n my dis 


Fi ſtreſs I calkd-upon the Lord, and cryed unto my God'; -he 


heard my vijce ont of his Temple, and. my ory cams before. 


' him, even into bwsears... This-is. plain from che fore- 
mentioned Scripture, All. wsy deſire is before thee, All 
the alms weigiveto-the poor in a righe ſpiFit, are trea- 
ſure laid up in heaven, Zzke 12. 33.—Give alms, pro- 
vide your ſting s which wax not old ; a treaſure in the 
heavens that faileth not—Matth. 19: 21. Sell that thaw 
haſt, and give tq tht poir, and thos ſhalt have treaſure in 
heaven. Atts 10. 4. Thyprayers and thine alms are come 
ap for a memorial before God. All the prayers that we 


make, and all che alms chac we give to the.poor, are. 


recorded inheaven , as precious treaſure. All the 
good works thatwe' do, are treaſure laid up in hea- 
ven, Epheſ.6. $8. Whatſorver good thing any man doth, 
the ſame he ſhall r:ceive of the Lard, whether he be bond 
.  & free, All che (ins that wicked men commit, are io 
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| _ © B, Lertthe loſſes which you have ſuſtained by the 
E-\,  lateFire,'putyouin minde of, and make you careful 
|  * _ roavoidfourother Fires, which are more dreadful 
% .cthanthis great Fire, which conſumed many:thouſand 
houſes ina few dayes. © Ct. T4 re 2s 
.. - 1+ Takehbeedof che fireof Sin; Siniis oft compa- 
red unrofire, I/a. 9. 18. wickedneſs burneth as thefire, 
. it ſhall devour the briars and\\ thorne—Prov. 16. 27. An 
Ec. SI Les ap coils and in his lips there is as 4 
 ' © barning fire. Hol. 7, 6: They have made veady "their 
EF, heart liks an oven, whilſt they lic in wait, their baker ſlrep= 
\. Othall the night, inthe morning it burneth as a flaming 


. 


| 


fire: James 3. 6. The tongue i1.4: a fire, a world of ini- 
. gahy; [ois the tongue among onr members, that it defileth 
he white body, and ſetteth onfire the courſe of nature; and | 
#2 ſet fire of Hell, Nowthis fire of finis far more I 
. miſchievous thanthe lare Fire which burnt ſogreara' 
3 . parc of rhe City ; for though thar deftroyed many | 
- . fimelybuildings, and moch* Goods, this deſtroyes 
5 mens ſouls ; and the ſonl of one man, though the 
' , PGoreſt'man upon the face of the. earrh, is more 
worth than the whole world, Mg 8,36. Thelate 
Fire hach'burnr upa-great part of: the: City , bue ſin 
_ bath ſer 6n fire the whole conrſe of nature ; it hach 
_- fred, moreorleſs,' all perſons in all parts and places f 
of the world, For there is not a juſt wan pon iv | 
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 ſich'arimewill come, and it is haftening apace upon 

_ . bs, wherein the heavensand rhe earth ſhall-be fer on 
- fire, and all perſons and things burat in chat fire, 
. 3 Pet. 3. 10, 11,12. The day of the Lird will come as a 
thief in the night, in the which the heav:ns ſhall paſs 
away with 'a great noiſe, and the elements ſhall me't with 
fervent heat; theearth alſo,and the works that are therein, 
fhall be burnt np: ſeeing then that all theſe'things ſhall be 
diffolved, what manner of perſons ought ye tobe jn all holy 
converſation, and qedliveſt 3 looking. for , and haftening © 
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melt with ferve 


all the. proud, yea, and all that do wickedly oF be 
e 


” up, 


root nor branch. Z : C 
-4--Ler chis fire put you in mind::and_ make you 
careful ro avoid Hell fire.; If this fire were dread- 


Fu), chink with your ſelyes how dreadful ic will be 


- to be placed ar: Chriſts left hand ,-and | bear him 


pronounce thar terrible ſentence, Depart from me, 
Je" cnrſed,- into everlaſting fire, prepared for the Devil 


Fo: and bis Angels, Matth. 25. 41. and yer this wilf be 


the portion of all the workers of iniquity, Math. 
T3, 41,42s. The Son of ſan ſhall ſexd forth: his An- 


| .'gels, and they (hall gather vat of hs Kingdom all things 


#hat offend, and thrm which do iniquity; and ſhall caſt 
them into a furnace of fire, there ſhall be wailing and 
_ gnaſking of teeth. Reyet}. 21. 8. The fearful, and un- 


believing, and the Abomigable , and Marderers', and 
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ſhall have their part in the lake, which burneth with fire 


that you may nor be caſt into Hell fire whenyou die. 


| If you have; any ſins as profitable to you as your right 


'hand,or as'dear to you as your righteye,you had ber- 


- tera thouſandtimes part with choſe ſins, & ſuffer pain 


' and damage, and enter into life than retain your lins, 
and be caſt into Hell fire when you die, ar:9.43, 


' 441 45546, 47, 48. If thy hiand offend thee,” cnt it ff; | 


for it 1s better. for thee to enter into life maimed, than 
having two hands, to go into Helly into- the fire that ne- 
ver ſhall be quenched ; where their worms dieth nit, and the 
fire us not quenched. And if thy foot offend thee, cnt 
it off ; it ts better for thee to enter halt into life , than 
| having two feet tobe caſt into Hell, into the fire that 
never ſhall be quenched ;\ where their worm dieth nots and 
the fire # not quenched. And if thine Eye offend thee, 


plack it ont 3. it is better for thee to enter into the King- 
dons of God with one eye, than having 'tmo eyes. to be 


caft into Hell fire ; where their worms dieth not, and the fire 
#5 not quenched, ow AN 


\SEcCr, 10. 


© _ xd. Truſtin God for alivelyhood ; Though your 
\ Eftates be gone and Trading fail , and Times ſhould 


be hard, yer God will not fail you.nor forſake you 
'f-you truſt in him;; -buc he will feed you, and clothe 


you ,-and provide all things that are- neceflary. for 


you, Pſ#.'37. 3. Truſt in the Lord, and #o' good, ſo 
ſhalt thow dwell in the Land, and verily thou ſhalt be fed. 
Heb. 13. 5. Let your Converſations be without Covetouſ- 


_ neſ7, and be content with ſuch things as ye have; for © 


he” hath ſaid, 1 will never leave thee nor” forſake thee 


| and lrimſfone.- Hell fire is ſo'dreadful,rhat you ſhould 
be willing to do any thing,and to ſuffer any thing,fo. 
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34- 4nd how they might be full of fears thar they 
. hou v1) wy tg Any: the Apolile bidsthem 
becompotwirh ach ahingsasthey bad, for he Lord 
would noc leavethe nor {orſake them; Conſider 
1. God-kpows:that you need food and rayme 
| muy bodies.as'well as grace for your ſouls, "Math. 
| 6.3% (Four beaventy Either knowerh that ye have need 
wi of all theſs: things ; [and as be knowethwhat and how 
WE) greatyour needs are, ſohewill take care to.ſupply 
L. ally s, Phil:q.19. My God ſhall ſupply all your 
W--:- ns decerding. to his wither n glory, by. Chriſt Jeſus. 
SHERETETS Adds. Ggs.Þ for you long - betore 
you. had ia being, m.of Heaven was pre- 
pated for Gods Slintangs og ro they were 
b born; for. it was \ttiade has for them from-:the 
= foundarion. of che-world, <Hatth. 2534. 'Come 36 
- Moſſe of my Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for 
you: from. the. foundation of the warld. Yea, beforethe 
—_ began, fromall Erernicy, God made prepara- 
tide: or:yobr 'eternal- happineſs, Tit. x: 2. in 
of. eternal life, which God that cannot lie 4, promiſed: be- 
fare the world began. | Now-if God made Proviſion 
' for your: eternal hgppieſs before you had a' be- 
ing, ''then! dotbe:noc but -he will. provide for ;you 
\. that; licele time Toe Fou have to continue. 1n- this 
| world. 1 
$ ' 2g; Gochath, given you berter, and greater things 
WD ther food-2nd-ray ment 3 3 behath given you life, bo- 
$ | Gies:andifouls,. Match: 16: 25; Take. mo thought for 
| * our Yife, \what you ſhall eat, .or what 56 ſhall drink; 
E * ior-oep for-your body, what 5e (pail: prit-on :- is not the 
© bife murethanmrat; andthe body than rayment 7? God 
. La End Vin bldes” his ouly's Son from you , 
« an 
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| ' _- Anſs. rt. You have ſtrangethouphes of God;ifyou 
2 will eruſt him no farcher than you can ſee him; you 
will traſt a: diſhoneſt man-as far as you catſeehim : 
And what a reproach is this-to the holy, God,-taeruft 
| him no farther; than-you will truſt a diſhoneſt man 2 
EZ. -__ .2, The. properiy- of trve-faith., ' is to-perſwade 
| .. the ſoul as firmly chat thoſe things which God bart 
{© promiſed ſhall be, although we .neither-.do or can 
'*  » fee them; as we are perſwaded of thoſ@hings which 
' - | - we ſee evidently. with our eye, Heb. 1T.1, Faith is q 
> , the fubſtanieof things hoped for,. the evidence uf - things FF 
F- not ſeen. Our Lord Jeſus pronouncerh+choſe. blel> 
ſed which believe-whar they ſee nor, Fob.'20. 29. 
Feſwe ſaith unto>him, Thomas, bezanſe thou haſt ſeen me, 
thou haſt believed ; bleſſed arethey that have not ſeen, and 


ut havebelieved, | OE, 

' -.. 3. What though you cannot ſee. or think which 
way. you ſhould be maintained ?. God iis able ro do - 
abundantly moreathan you are-able to thinks Epheſe Þ|- 

3. 20. To him thit is able to do exceeding abwndantly } 

above all that we can ak. or think, according to. the , 
power that werketh ins. God: hath -bidden riches, 
| ſuch as+ no man knoweth of co give his: ſervants, 
I when-and: where be ſeerh good, 1/a: 45; 3. 1 will 
| + - give thee the treeſures of darkneſs," and hidden richss 
of ſecret places, that. thon mayeſt- know, that p oy 
þ ta; bs OO Ee We a0r 
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LE role, andm0 a0 rt 3. 8. Salviitian biongSth bn- 
_ tothe Lord, You muſt ortly dye', and ant Whoi! 
-, will you commend your'ſouls ie. b dye, if you- 


| forſake the Lord ? FJ. 31: 5. Into'thy hand 1 cypmnit 
ſpirit, thou h4 redeenped _ 0: Zord Gida F tratÞ. 
x. In torſaking God you forſake your owamercies, and 
$ involve yourſelvesin ca ” Lay 
) AT Conliderhow contrary. ry a he xamp 
{© and- - 
I - ages, to forluke God becauſe of your affli&ions ; 
- if you obſerve their praRice and carriage, you Gall 7 


'Þ-. finde tbatcheyhave cleaved to God , und continued. 
{. conſtanc in their walking with Got, i in che mjdſt-of 
| _ their greaceſtcroubles, Pſa. 44.17, 18, Ig, 181 i 
.\ ix:come npon'ne, yet have-we not forgotten t ither 
 bave wedealt fa alft in thy covenant ; our hears it nat Fri 
_ ediback,, neither have owr fleps detlined from thy; way; 
4 though thou haft ſe lroken txrinthe foes if dr agons, and 
, Ra [covered me with the ſhadow of death.” "Fobs afiiAtions 
| were very-grear, yer chey did nor” cauſe; binds de- 
F of -— d; or-ceaſe | Sonauring him; _ 23: yi : 


wwour ; 2 we - They ther 
par, + bur iacenſe. 
. and 


* Ce f ; *-þ | - - 4 gp "a6 : roy: up | bes : F” "> bs | HOTr 
'#.”- andftic up his wrath agaſoſt fouls, Zz#48. 2 
'% & thind o ue God 11 n all thin for good that ſeth; } 
i im ; but bis power and bis wrath is againſt all them the © 
* :for/ake him. And Gods wrath is tar more dreadful --f 
.. thanany aflition. 4. They that forſake God; loſe 
$ [eternal -life and glory ; Jer. 17.13: 0 Lord, the hope 
| - 'of- [ſracl; allthat for ſake thie ſhall be aſhamed,” and they 
that depart from me ſhall be written inthe earth, becauſe 
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+ wi ore pf Anbeſlr for Chriſt,/ as though God did beſeecb 
wepraygonin C Ss ſtead be ye, reconciled. to 

5 and then adds, chap. 6 .2. Behold , now is the 

we, Behold, now ir the dayof [alvation.” The 

x of atrention is mentioned twice , behold, behold, 

keauſe us 'ro rake the more diligent heed co chis 

itt th, char we ſhould accountica day of falvacion'as 
as wehave theGofpel preached to us. © 

4 F We are commanded to accouncthe Jong-ſuffer- 

4 "God to be ſalvation, 2 Pee... I5. 4rrount that 

| "the los -ſwffering of onr Lord is ſalpdiri and there- 
"Fore they char conclude all hope of ſalvation is/gone, 
+andhac God ſaffers chem' ro live only ro aggravate 
lr r condemnation, wrong God and their own ſouls, 
by-harbovring fuch concluſions in their mindes ; , be. 
therefore ſuffers us to live char we miy haverime and 
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e-you + as EO * og as he 
Ic taKces 0 When he ſhaft give you 
ar which-is as-good or betrer,chan whar you loſt 
by this fire. - You may lawfully ſeek .to-God to 
reſtore; our Eſtates &' which be hath taken from you, 
0/you Teck themin Gods way: "Take your dire- 
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have them n eh feb bleſſing of God Fy I: 

'S rope ſe ſome. encouragements ro ſir you. up. 
tek" riches s,from God'i in Gods way... 2.1 ſhall ” 
fore you. ſome direQions our © "Gods Word for - 

of riches. Now to-move you to ſeek: your 
onlider . 
gare Gods gift, he gives them to:-whom 
rgoai 1 Chron. 294.12: \Both richys, and ho-. 
na. ory a re ake great 
| Fas -Deut. 8. 18. Thou ſha 
felt he that gi: | 


...G ie ible. to make up. all your. loſſes thongs 

ley. - be. never ſo great," and to give you as much and 

* than ever you had. _ After Job had loſt all his 

ice, its > Hg Titi IO, 12. The Lord #741 Fob 

e AS 00 before, — The" Lord bleſſed the 
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J-Q. 2-1 op to get onr Loſſes niade up in better blefſmge. 235. 
fs -..t.-1£ God by this Providence ſhall reach you wiſ- 
© doing. that wiſdom which is from above, and bring 
©F you inco more acquaintance with himſelf., and into 
+ more acquaintance with the ſtate and condition of 
& your ownſouls ;.if you gain any. degree of heavenly 
"$ wiſdom by your: loſles, then your loſſes though they 
"$ havebeen very great are abundantly made up ; for 
'Y wi is far bercer than all the riches of the world; 
8 Prov. 16. 16. How mach better is it to get wiſdom than 
'# gold? and to get underſtanding, rather to be choſenthan 
# Aorr 2 Prov.8.11.: Wiſdom is better than Rables ; and. 
"NY All the things that may be deſired, are not to be compared 
toit, Prov. 3:14. | 
42, If God by your loſſes ſhall make you par- 
takers of che fruits and praces of his Spirit, if he 
"x deget or encreaſe in your ſouls humility, or heaven- 
4 ly mindedneſs, or ſelf-denyal, or patience, or any 
I ther grace , then he doth abundantly make up all 
8 your loſſes; for the fruics and. graces of the Spirie 
8 of God, are infinitely better than all the riches of 
'F theworld, Prov. 8. 19. My fruit 3s better than gold, 
J 14, than fine. guald ; and my revenue than choice ſilver : 
F you may ſee this cleared by inſtancing in particus 
$ ly graces: as Faith, 1 Pet. 1.7. — Yonr faith being 
f much more precious than gold that periſheth. Humility, 
$ thac'alſo excels all riches, Prov. 16, 19. Better it is 
J tobe of an hamble ſpirit with the lowly, than to divide 
Y the /poil with the proxd ; the like may be faid of all 
| Other graces, | ? 
-.3. ]f God underthis affliction ſhall clear up your 
right to his Promiſes; if he give you an heart-to 
underſtand, believe, obey, and delight in his Word z 
| if he pives in Promiſes ro your ſouls out of his 
' Word, to ſtay, and comfort, and ſupport you, then 
{| he doth make up all. your loſſes in a gracious manners 
Ka, of S When 


X 
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I 19. 162. 7] rejejced at thy Ward as one. that findeth 
great ſpoyl. He eſteemed chat acquaintance thar he 
eEwich Gods Word in his afflitions, more than 
thouſands of gold and filver, ?/al. 119.71, 72, Tt 
good for mt that I have been afflifted , that I might learn 
thy Statutes. The Lay of thy unnth is better «unto me, 
' than thonſands of Gold and Silver. Pſal. 19.9, 10.The 
Fudgments of the Lord are true and righteon altogether, 
= to be defired are they than Gold ; yea, than much fine 

old. | p=' | 

4. If God ſtir you up to-ſeek after, and make ſure 
of himſelf for your portion. ; now you have loſt the 
portion you had in this world , if you get God for 
your portion, your foffes wilt be abundantly made up 
in God. When David was robbed and ſpoiled. of 
his goods, be fſaich, God dealc well with him; and 
why,he gave him himſelf for his-portion : P/4l.119. 
61. The bands of the 'wiched have robbed me ; yer he 
adds, Ver. 65. Thon haſt dealt well with thy ſervant; 


and” what made him-fay, God dealt well with him, 


When'he, was ſpoiled of all chat he had Þ/you may ſee 
the ground was, he had'God for his pottion;Yer.,57. 
T how art-my portion,O Lord. 

5. If God ſhall give you Communion with him- 
ſelf, if be ſhall be pleaſed ro lift. up the light of his 
countenahce upon/you, and give you his bleſſed and 
gracious preſence in his afflition, he gives you that 
which is better than all/this world; Pſal.7 3.2 5. There 
i none wpon Earth that I defire beſides thee. Plal. 4.67: 
There be many that ſay, Who will ſhew #4 any good ? Lord 
lift thou ” the light of thy commtenance upon us ; thou 
haſt put gladneſs in my heart, more thas in the time 
that their Corn and Wine encreaſed. Te loweſt con- 

467 I - . dition 
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238-Howtoget onr loſſes madewp in better bleſings.Qc%) (+ 
When God gave in a ſutable promiſe to David in. his | 
diſtreſs, he joyed in it as much av/inall riches, Pſa. | 


"aged. Sock ar hve loft their honſer ſhould makey$ic. 15h — 


dition in'this world;; with the enjoyment of God, is 


| batter chan che higheſt and beſt eſtate withour God, 


fl8 4.10: Aday in thy Cotiy ts #5 better than athouſand , 
fhad rather be a door-keeper in the Houſe of my God ; 
than to dwell in the tents of wickedneſs. The Wilder- 


- tes is an uncomfortable place ; Canaan was a Land 


flowing with milk and '/hongy , yet Hoſes chuſeth 
to abide in the Wilderneſs with Gods preſence 
tather than to go into Canaan without the preſence of 
God, Exod, 33. t5. If thy preſence go not with me, car- 
hyw not wþ hence. 


| | SECT. 16: | 
16. Let the loſs of your ſiibſtance and habitation 
ſtir you upto make ſure of a better houſe, and ber- 
ter ſubſtance in heaven. There is an houſe and 


| fibſtance in heaven, as well" as here uponearth, oh. 


14.2. In my Fathers Houſe are many Manſions. Heb. 
to. 34; Ye have in Heaven a better and. an enduring 
ſ#bfance. Now when we haveloſt, or are in dan- 
ſer to loſe. our houſes and ſubſtance on earth, ic 
hould pur us upon making ſure of heaven, Hb. 13.” 
14, Here have we no continuing City, but we ſoch one to 
rome. Heb. 11; 9, 10. By faith he ſojourned' in the 
Land of Promiſe, as in a ſtrange (ountry — He looked 
fir a City which hath foundations, whoſe builder and 
maker is God; The Apoſtle Pas} being without a 
certain dwelling place, 1 Cor. 4. 1T, made ſure of 
heaven, 2 Cor. $. I. Ye know, that if our earthly houſe 
of: this Tabernacle were diſſolved, we have @ buildin 
4 God, an houſe not 1sade with hands, eternal in the 
heavens; Tt is very uncomfortable for the body ro 
want an habitation. There was great wailing in 
Zion, when the Inhabirants thereof were caſt one 
of their dwellings , Jer. 9. 19. A voice of wailing i 
F , | $ 2 heard 
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connfounded, becauſe we have Faſihen the land , 9g 
our dwellings. have caſt us. out. But it will be far more 
uncomfortable for our ſouls, to want a dwelling place 
with God in heaven: there will be great weeping 
and wailing by all thoſe that ſhall be ſhut out of the 
Kingdom of Heaven. If a mans dwelling here on 
earth be burnt, or other wayes deſtroyed, he may 
get as. good in another place ; but he that faileth of a 
dwelling in heaven, muſt dwell with devouring fire, 
and with everlaſting burnings, Cat. 25. 41. Depart 
from me ye curſed, into everlaſting fire, prepared for the 
Devil and his angels. Such. as ſhall. notbe admicred to 
dwell with Chriſt, have another habitation provided 
forthem, and that isamong. che Devils in flaming fire. 
If a man be deprived'of a convenient habitation 
here, it continueth. bur a little while, a few dayes 
will:put an endto his miſery ; but he-that faileth of 
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', a dwelling wich God when he dieth , is miſer- 


able to all eternity. _ | 

If you ſay, Wharſhall we do that we may be ſure of 
anhouſe in heaven , and. go to dwell with God when 

we dye? I anſwer,_. + .. | | 
1. We muſt open our ſouls to Jeſus Chriſt, and re- 
ceive him into our hearts, and let him dwell with us, 
and then we ſhall ſurely dwell with him. . The Lord 
Jeſus ſtands at the door of our hearts, and knocks, 
and calls to us to open our hearts to him, Caxt.5.2.7t 
3s the voice of my beloved that knecketh, ſaying, Open to me 
my firs my loue , my deve , my undefiled—Rev. 3. 20. 
Behold, 1 ſtand at the door, and knock; if any man hear 
ay voice, and open the door, - I will come in to him , and 
will ſup with him, and he with me. Now, after we have 
opened the door to Chriſt, and received himinto our 
hearts, we muſt let him dwell with us; we Ron's 
| . et: 


az of an houſe in heaven. 261 


ext 


him dwell .in our thoughts, we ſhould lethim 
dwefl in our affeions, we ſhould lec him dwell in 
our converſations ; which we do, when we order our 
converſations by his word, and make Chriſt the end 
of our converſations. Now, if we receive Chriſt, and 
let him dwell in our hearts, we ſhall ſurely dwell with 
him for ever, 1 John 5. 11, 12. Th is the record, that 
God hath given toweternal life, and this life i in his 
Son. He that hath the Son, hath life. 

2, We mutt not ſuffer any lin to dwell either in 
our hearts or converſations. Evil motions, and vain 
and ſinful choughts, will be often coming into our 
. mindes; but we mutt not let them dwell chere, bur we 
muſt endeavour to caſt them our as oft as they come 
into our mindes. This God expeRs from all thoſe 
that expect ſalvation, Jer. 4. 14. O Jeruſalem, waſh 
thine heart from wickedneſs, that thou mayeft b: ſaved : 
How long ſhall thy vain thoughts lodge within thee ? God | 
will not let evil dwell wich him, Pſal. 5. 4. Thor art 
not a God that haſt pleaſure in wickedneſs, neither ſhall 
evil dwell with thee ; and therefore if we would dwell 
. with God , we muſt purge our ſelves from our fins. 
; They that do nor depart from iniquity, Chriſt will ay 
to them,.even toevyery one of them, Depart from me, 
Lake 13. 27. Depart frem me all ye workers of iniquity, 

3. We mutt devote our ſelves to the ſervice of: 
Chrift , and if we ſerve.the Lord Jeſus whilft weare 
inthis world, we ſhall dwell with him in heaven to 
all erernity, John 12, 26. If any man ſerve me, let 
him. fallow me ; and where I am, there ſhall alſo my ſcr- 
vant be. Col. 3. 24. Knowing that of the Lord ye (hall 
. receive the reward of the inheritance for ye ſerve the 

Lerd Chriſt. 
'_ _ 4- Wemuſt walk uprightly, whatever we'do for 
God or for men, we muſt do ic with an upright hearr, 
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we muſt put away all guile, and diffimulation, and hy- 
pocrilie, and ſpeak the truth from our hearts, and be 
pprightend ſincere in all manner of converſation ; 

or ſach as walk uprightly while they live, ſhall dwell 
with God in heaven to all eternity, Pal. 140. 13.The 
xpright ſhall dwell in thy preſence. Pſal. 15.1, 2. Lord, 
who ſhall abide in thy tabernncle ? Who ſhall dwell in thy 
holy hill > He that walketh uprightly, and. worketh righ- 
 Feouſneſs, and ſpeaketh the truth in his heart. Iſa. 57.2. 
He (hallenter int peace,. they ſhall reſt in their beds ; each 
one walking in his uprightneſs. Pſal. 84. 11. The Lord 
Godis a Sun and Shield, the Lord will give grace and glo- 
7.), and no good thing will he with-hold from them that 
walk aprightly. Matth. 25. 23. His Lord ſaid unto him, 
Fell done, good and faithful ſeruant, tho haſt been faith- 
fwl over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many 
things ; enter thou into the joy of thy Lord. 

5- We muſt perſevere in believing /and-ſerving 
Chriſt,and walking uprightly with him «I! our dayes, 
Matth. 24.13. He that ſhall endure ants the end , the 
ſame ſhall be ſaved, Rev. 2. 10. Be thou faithful un- 
to death, and 1 will give thee a crown of life. No ſof- 
ferings'whatever muſt deter us from ſerving of the. 
Lord Jeſus, though it be the ſuffering af death it 
ſelf, 2 Tim. 2, 12. If we ſuffer, we ſhall alſoreign with 
him; if we deny him, he alſo will deny us. Mark $. 35: 
Wheſoever will ſave his life ſhall loſe it ; but whoſoever 
ſhall loſe hzs life for my ſake and the Goſpels , the ſame 


ſhall ſave it. 


| SECT. 17> 

T7. Letthis atfliQion put you upon preparing yoUr 
{clves for all other afi&ions that God ſhall ery you 
withal, whilſt youare in this world. When God nad 
been contending with 7/rael by Fire , he calls _ 
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them to prepare for further Judgments, 4m. 4.11,12+ 
Þ have overthrown ſome of you, as God overthrew Sodom 
aud Gomorrah, and ye were as a fire-brand plucked ont of 
| the burning ; yet have ye not returned unto me, ſaith the 
Lerd : therefure thus will I do antothee, O Tfrael ;, - and 
becauſe I will do this anto thee, prepare to mert thy God, Q 
acl. Afﬀicions oft-rimes come rhick one after an- 

| other, Job 16, 14. He bzeaketh me with breach upon 
breach. Plal. 34. 19. Adany are the affliftions of the 
righteou—As God dealt with Eli, when he began, he 
went on, till he had brought upon him all his plea» 
fare, 1 Sam. 2.12. 1n that day I will perform againſt 
| Elh, all things which I have (puken concerning his kv. s 
when I begin I will 2|ſo make anend. So it isoft-times in 
| his dealings with others, when he begins to aflit, he 
follows on with one afflition after another , untilhe 
hath througbly humbled them, and made them lie ac 
his foot : therefore one affliction ſhould warn usto 
prepare for another ; and as Chriſt adviſeth us in our 
 {ifferings from men, Matth, 5. 39, 40. 7 ſay unto you, 
that ye reſiſt not evil, but whoſoever ſhall ſmite thee on thy 
right cheek, turn to him the other alſo; and if any man 
. will ſue thee at the law, and take away thy coat , let hins 
have thy cloak, alſo : We ſhould be fo far from quar- 
reling and contending with thoſethar affIi& ns, 'that 
one-injury ſhould make us willing and ready ro ſuffer 
another. The ſame advice is very -ſeaſonable, when 
weare under any afflition from the hand of God; we 
thould be fo far from reliſting Gods will , chat when 
he takerh one mercy, we ſhould reſign up all the 
reſt : When he ſends one afflittion, we ſhould be 
willing and ready to ſuffer anorher, We are exhor- 
ted, Heb. 13. 3. Rema:mier them which ſuffer adverſity, 
as being your ſelves alſoin the body. As long as we arein 
the body, we are liableto all kindes of adverlity,and 
So - S 4/ there- 
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' therefore we ſhould ſtand prepared for whatever af- 
flitions it ſhall ſeem good unto the Lord to lay upon 
vs. If you deſirero know how you ſhould be prepa- 
red for all ſorts of afflitions , See Queſt, 3. 
Set 12, 


SE Cr. 18. 


18. Encourage and comfort your ſelyes in the 
Lord, when any perplexity ſeizeth upon you, or any 
ſad and troubled thoughts ariſe in your mindes upon 
the account of your own lofſes, or upon the account 
of the miſery and diſtreſs that is like to come upon 
the Nation by reaſon "of this dreadful Judg- 
ment, When Ziglag , David's City of Refupe,. 
was ſet on fire by the Amalckites , and both Da- 
vid and his men had loſt their- Wives and Chil- 
dren, and their ſubſtance, which made them weep 
till they could weep no more ; and beſides all this, | 
David was in danger of loſing his life, (for the peo- 
ple ſpake of ſtoning him) in this grear diſtreſs, David 
encourageth himſelf inthe Lord, 1 Sam. 30. 6. Da- 
vid was greatly diftr:ſſed, for the. people ſpake of | fkoning 
 bim—but David encouraged himſelf inthe Lord bis God. 
You cannot readily-be in greater diftreſs, than David 
was at this time $ and if he in his diſtreſs encouraged 
himſelf in God, when he had loft his Habitation, 

ives, Subſtance, &c. and was alſo like to loſe his 
life, may not you finde that in God which may en- 
courage you in all your diſtrefſes which are not fo 
great as Davids? I will propoſe briefly ſome grounds 
of comfort and encouragement (beſides what hath 
been ſaid upon the firſt Queſt. SeR. 17. page 118, 

5c,) toſuchof the Servants of God asare caſt down 
Either at their own lofles, or at the diſtreſs and _— 
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which .is like to follow in the Nation,upon the accounc 
of this ſore Judgment. 
+1. God 1s all-ſufficient to ſhield and defend you 
from all thoſe evils- which you fear will come upon 
you, and\to make up whatever good you fear you 
ſhall be deprived of, now you have loſt your Eftates, 
Gen/15. 1» After theſe things the word of the Lord came 
' wnto Abram in a viſion, ſaying, Fear not Abram : I am 
thy ſhield, and thy exceeding great reward. Why ſhould 
chat man fear any evil rhar hath God for his ſhield ? 
__ and why ſhould char man. be diſquieted for the wane 
or_loſs of any worldly good things, who hath the 
great and all-ſuficient God for his exceeding great 
reward? It may be you will ſay, Itis true, if I knew 
that God were my ſhield, and my exceeding great re- 
ward, I think I ſhould beſo comforted, chat nothing 
would trouble me ; but I do not know that God is my 
ſhield, and my reward : this is ſpoken to Abraham, 
and not to me, I anſwer, The ſame promiſes and 
bleſſings which were given to Abraham, do belong to 
every one that believeth in Jeſus Chriſt, Gal. 3. 7,9. 
Know ye, that they which are of faith , the fon are the 
children of Alrahaw—So then, they which be of faith, 
are bleſſed with faithful Abraham. "ES 
'2. Though your Eſtates be gone , and your out- 
ward comforts be taken away, God himſelf will tand 
by you : Though your Eſtares may fail,and your Cal- 
ling may fail, and your Friends may fail and forſake 
you, God will never fail you, nor forſake you, Heb. 
13. 5. He hath ſaid, I will never leave thee, nor forſake 
thee. He hath ſaid : Who is that 2 God, who is a God 
of truth, a God that cannot lye, a God that changeth 
not ; the Father of mercies, and the God of all con- 
ſolation : he hath ſaid, 7 will never leave thee , nor - 
farſake thee : and wby_ ſhould that man be caſt 6m 
{PO IND eat 
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4 
that hath the God of all conſolation continually with | n 
him? yea, though not only Eftate', and Calling, r 
and Friends fail, bur your hearts fail you alſo;-yer || | 
God will not fail you, bur will be yours for ever,Pſal. || | 
73. 26. Myfleſh and my heart faileth; but God is the | | 
ſtrength of my heart, and my portion- for ever. But I am | 
afraid, my trials will be fo grear, that my faith will fail 
me ; and what can Texpe& then but that: God ſhould 
fail me alſo ? Anſwer 1. The Lord Jeſus will take 
careof your Faith, that it hall not totally or finally 
fail, Luke 22.31, 32. Simon,Simon, Behold, Satan hath 
defired to have you, that h: may ſift you as wheat; but I 
have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not. 2, Though 
there may be ſome partial failings in your faith, yer 
God will not fail ro fulfil his promiſe wherein he ſtan- 
deth engaged not to leave nor forſake you, 2 Tim. 2, 
x3. If webelicve not, yet he abideth faithful , he cannot 
deny himſelf : theretore , when fears and diſcourage- 
ments begin to ſeize upon you, remember rhat God 
calleth to you, 1/4.41.10. Fear thou not , for I an 
with thee;be not diſmayed, forT ans thy God ; I will treng - 
then thee, yea, 1 will help thee , yea, I will uphold thee 
with the right hand of: my righteouſneſs. Tha. 43. 1, 2. 
Fear not, for I have redeemed thee—thox art mine : when 
thou paſef through the waters, I will be with thee ; and 
through the rivrs, they ſhall not overflow thee : when then 
walke ſt through the fire, thou ſhalt not be burnt ; neither 
ſhall the flame kindle pon thee, Though the fire be 
long lince quenched, yer it may be you will feel the 
. fad fruits and effeRs of this Fire as Jong as you live ; 
bur if you ſhould, be not caſt down, but look upon 
God, thathe, according to his promiſe, will be with 
you to ſtrengthen and ſupport you when you paſs 
throngh the fires. 
- * 3. Youare as dear to God as eyer ; he loyes-you 
| now 


now yourare poor, as much as he did when you were 
rich; *2/al. 40. 17. 1 am poor and needy , yet the Lerd 
thinketh-upon me : Though your Eſtates be gone, yet 
Gods love remains firm to your: ſauls, and ſhall con- 
tinue ſtedfaft rowards you, although.you ſhould meer 
with greater mucations in your eſtate and condition, 
than you have done to this day, 1/a. 54. 10. The 
mountains ſhall depart, and the hills be remuved ; but my 
kinder ſhall not depart from thee, neither ſhall the cove- 
nant ofs 12y peace be removed, ſaith the Lord, that hath 
wercy on thee. Whatever dangers or troubles compaſs 
you abour, you are,' and alwayes ſhall be compaſled 
about with the loving kindneſs of the Lord, Pſal. 5. 
I2. Thon Lord wilt bleſs the righteous, with favoar wilt 
thou compaſs hims as with a ſhield. Now this is a ground 
of everlaiting comfort, and may cauſe us in all con- 
ditions ro ſhout for joy , tounderſtand that we are in 
the loveand fayour of God, as is evident from the 
1, verſe, Let all thoſe that put their truſt in thee re- 
fozce, let them ever ſhout for joy, becauſe thou defendeſf 
thems ; let them alſs that lvve thy Name, be joyful in thee. 
« Three times the Pſalmift calls out tothe Servants of 
God to rejoyce, Let them: rejayce—let thems be joyful in 
thee, let them ever ſhout for joy : and why ? what is ic 
which may be a ground of everlaſting joy to them 
inall eſtates and conditions ? Many times they are 
Poor , and under great aflitions, whatreaſon then 
have they to ſhout for joy for ever? He renders the 
reaſon why a godly man may,and ought to be alwayes 
joyful, wer. 12. For thow Lord wilt bleſs the righteous, 
with favonr wilt thou compaſs him as with a ſhield. That 
Gods love is a ground of everlaſting comforrt in all 
eſtates and conditions, isevidentfrom 2 Theſſ. 2.16. 
Owr Lord Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, and God even our Father 
which hath loved us, and hath given ua everlaſting conſd- 
lation. 4s Though 
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4. Though your Honſes and Eftates be conſutned, 
and your Trading fail, -and your Friends fhonld turn 
away from you, and ſtand aloof from your fore ; God 
will notturn away from doing'of you good as long 


as you live, Jer. 32. 40. I will make aneverlaſting c0- | 


wenant with them, that 1 will not turn away from them 


to do them good, but I will put my fear in their hearts, that || 
they ſhall not depart from me. When you are in tron- þ 


ble, and have no friend in the world to go to ;; if you 
g0 tothe Lord, he will be your refuge, and fuccour, 
and comfort you in all your ſtraits, P/al. 9g. 9. The 


Lord will be a refwge for the.oppreſſed, a refuge in time: 


of tronble. Iſa. 66. 13, As one whom hi mother com- 


forteth ; ſo will 1 comfort you, and ye (hall be comforted | 
in Jeruſalem. When the Jews were in the Wilder- | 


neſs, God followed them with a conſtant ſupply of all 
cheir wants. The pillar of fire and the cloud never 
departed from them, E-od. 13. 21, 22. "The Lord 
went before thems byday in « pillar of a cloud, to lead them 
the way ; and by night in apillay of fire,to give them light, 
$0 go by day and night : He took not away the pillar of the 
cloud by day, nor the pillar of fire by night, from before the 
people. And though they linned againſt God , yet he 
forſook them not, as Nehemiah confeſſeth , A\ehers. 
9. 19. Yet thog in thy manifold mercies, forſockeſt them 
not in the Wilderneſs ; the pillar of the cloud departed 
not from theis by day, to lead them inthe way ; neither 
the pillar of fire by night, to ſhew'thems light, and the way 
wherein they ſhould 'go. And as God guarded and guid- 
ed themby night and by day , fo whereever they 
were, he rained down Manna upon them, and pave 
them water codrink ; le neverfailed them of a ſea- 
ſonable ſupply of their wants forty years rogether, 
Nehem. 9. 20, 21. Thou gaveſt alſo thy good Spirit to in- 
frutt them, and nith-heldeſt not thy Manna from their 


month ; 
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mouth ; and gaveſt them water for their thirſt ; yea, forty 
neare-didſt thou ſuſtain them in the wilderneſs , ſo that 
they lacked nothing, their clothes waxed not old The 
Manna did not ceaſetill the day char they entred into 
- Canaan, and did eatof the corn of the land, Joſh. 5. 
| 12. The Manna ceaſed on the murrow after they. had 
| eaten of the old corn of the land—— The water alſo that 
came out of the rock followed them up and down in 
all places whereever they went to givethem drink, 
I Cor. 10, 4. Now as it was with the Iſraelites whilſt 
they were inthe Wilderneſs, ſo will God deal with 
all bis ſervants whilſt they are in the Wilderneſs of 
this world ; he will guard them and guide them by 
night and by day, he will ſend ina ſuitable and ſea- 
ſonable ſupply of all their wants , 1/a. 27. 3. T the 
Lord do keep it, 1 will water it every moment; leſt any 
| Burt it, I will keep it night and day. Tia. 49. To. They 
ſhall not hanger nor thirft , neither ſhall the heat nor Sun 
ſmite them ; for he that hath mercy on them, ſhall lead 
them, even by the (prings of water ſhall he guide thens. 
When your wantsare many , and you'know nothow 
or which way they ſhall be ſupplyed, remember what 
is ſaid, Phil. 4. 19. CMyGod ſhall ſupply all your need 
xecording to h#s riches in glory, by Chriſt Jeſus. And be 
allured of this, that God who hath been good' to 
you, will follow you with goodneſs and mercy as long 
as you live, Pſal. 23.6. Swrely goodneſs and mercy 
ſhall follow me all the dayes' of noy life. Te may be you 
will ſay, I have enough co comfort me, if 1were but 
ſurethar goodneſs and mercy ſhonld follow me. all 
the dayes of my life : 'but though David was ſure of 
ebis, it doth not follow, that I may reſt aſſured that it 
ſhall be ſo with me, I anſwer, They that come to, 
and cloſe with Jeſus Chriſt, ſhall be bleſſed with the 
lame mercies that God beſtowed upon David , 1/a 
| , .$5+ 3» 
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45-3. Encline your ear, and come tinto me ; hear , and 
your ſouls ſhall live, and 1 will make an everlaſting .cove- 
nant with you, even the ſure mercies of David. | 
5, Great calamities are oft-times followed wich 
great mercies ; and thisis true both as to Nations and 
parcicularperſons; when thoſe Nations and perſons 
are humbled and brought nearer to God by their af- 
flitions, Fobs afflitons were exceeding great , both 
inreſpe& of what he met with in his ſoul;body,name, 
eſtate, and relations; yet God turned the captivity of 
Fob, and made his Eſtate more plorious and proſpe- 
rousthan ever, Job:42. 12, The Lord bleſſed thelatter 
end of Job more than his beginning. 1 will inſtance in 
fome mercies which God is wont to beſtow upon his 
people, either in, or ſoon after they come out of 
Sree troubles, 
>, God'is wont at ſuch times to give his people 
sreater and ſtronger conſolations than ar other rimes, 
_ Bfal. 71. 20, 21 Thou which haſt ſhewen me great and © 
fore trowbles , ſhalt qnicken me again, and ſhalt triug me 
#9 ug ainfrom the depths of the earth : Thou ſhalt encreaſe 
»y greatneſs, and-romfort me on every fide. Pfal. 66, 
3,5, 6. How terrible art thin in thy works —Come and ſee 
the works of Gid, he'is terrible in his doing toward the 
ehildren of 'men ; he thrned the Sea into dry land, they 
went through the' flood on foot , there did we rejoyce in him. 
When God is doing terrible things, heis making way 
forbispeoples joy. After David had ſpoken twice of 
Gods being terfible in his doings, he adds, there did 
we rejoyce in him.” In the night of afflition, God 
pars ſuch  comfores into his- peoples hearts as mikes 
chetn ling forjoy, Fob 35,10: None ſaith, Where is God 
my maker? who giveth ſongs in the night. Whenthey are 
deprived of outward comforts, and are ina ſolitary 
frairnedeondition, he giyech chem internal and: LA 
*C *+C ritua 
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ritual comforts, Hoſ.2. 14,15, / will allure her,and bring 
her into the Wilderneſs, and ſpeak: comfortably unto hey ; 
and I will. give her, her Vineyards from thenee, and the 
Valley of Achor for a door of hope, and ſhe ſhall fing there 
win the dayes of ber youth, and as in the day, when (he 
came np out of the land of Egypt. When our troubles 
abound, he cauſeth our conſolations to abound alſo, 
2 Cir. I. 5. eAs the ſufferings of Chriſt abound in m, ſo 
owr conſolation alſo abownded by Chriſt. 

2, Great troubles are ofc-times followed with 
great pourings out of the ſpirit, and great meaſures 
of grace. The Prophet Foe! having foretold times 
of great diſtreſs, Chapter 1. & Chapter 2. to the 12, 
terſe, tells us, what God would do for his people af- 
ter thoſe great calamiries, Joe/2. 28, 1t ſhall come to 
paſs afterward, that I will powr out wy ſpirit upon all 
feſþ : —The Prophet Zephaniah alſo, baving fore- 
told great judgments, promiſeth that they ſhould 
be followed with great meaſures of grace, Zeph.3. 
8,9, 13. My determination is #0' gather the Nations, 
that I may aſſemble the Kingdoms, 'to- pour upen thens 
mine indignation, even all my fierce anger ; for all the 
Earth ſhall be devoured with the fire of my jealouſie. 'Ob- 
ſerve now what 'mercies follow-theſe judgments , 
Then will I turn to the people a pure language, that 
they may all call upon the Name of the Lord to ſerve 
him with one conſent —— The remnant of Iſrael ſhall 
mot do iniquity , nor ſpeak lies ; neithev ſhall a dectit= 
ful tengue be found in their month: ſee alſo Iſa. 32. 
10,15, Many dayes and years ſhall be troubled — un- 
til the ſpirit be poured upon us from on high :” — Aﬀeer 
the-Jews bad been under ſore troubles by their ſong 
captivity in Babylon, what an encreaſe of grace, 
and other choice mercies doti God promiſe them, E- 

zeh. 36, 25,26,27,28,29. 
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-. 3. In times of great trouble, God is wont to af- 
ford his people more clear manifeſtations of his 
love, and to give them more communion antil fel- 
lowſhip with himſelf, than at other times, Zech. x 3. 
9.1 willbring the third part through the fire — they 
ſhall call on. my Name, and I will hear them; I will 
ſay, It is my people ; and they ſhall ſay, The Lord is my 
God. In the day time, the Lord wene before the 7/- 
raelites in a pillar of a cloud ; but in the nighe, by 
a pillar of fire. Divers of Gods ſervants that are 
. much clouded in the day of proſperity, have clear 
and _brighe diſcoveries of Gods love to their ſouls in 
the nighe of adverlity, When the three Children 
were inthe fiery furnace, the Son of God was ſo 
. evidently. with them , chat cheir adyerſaries them+ 
ſelves.could not-but-take notice of it. When the 
Spouſe was as a Lily-among Thorns , compalled a- 
bout with ſharp affliRjons, the Lord Jeſus converſed 
with her ina very,famitiar manner ; , He pur his lefe 
band /under her,-and embraced her, wich bis right 
hand, ( ant. 2. 2508 | 
. \.And-as it is thus-with particular perſons, ſo alſo 
with Nations ;. after;God bath afflitted them wita 
great -judgments.,.he is wont to beſtow upon them 
great mercies, when. his-judgmeats lead them to re- 
pentance. Afﬀer Judea, which was like the Garden 
of Eden, was by -Gods judgments. made-like a Wil» 
derneſfs, Feel 2. 3.; The Inhabitants of.the Land be- 
ing brought co-repentance by theſe judgmeats, the 
Lord promiſeth to do.great things for, them, ver. 21, 
Fear-nit',. O Land. ,.be glad and rejoyce; for the Lord 
will; do; great things... Tue Prophet {ſaab baving. ſer 
ferth..cae miſerable and diſtreſſed condition of the 
'Fens, both in reſpe& of the corraption of all ranks 
and degrees of men, and of the. ſore Pognents & 
L o Q 
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the whole brarr Faint \ froms toil o 


he foot even OY 
th4h+ brad, thire'ir no  ſoundneſt it == Tour Conp-- 
3s ſolate\ 43  Jony® Cities "ave: * Giapint with- fir 
Eid or angerdevonr it-in_ Yi pre te) 3 
ſlate , : 4s overthrown by peace 5 And prot \Dhughs- 
of Zion'11 left x (orrnge: Ind ' Vineyt#d 5" a3"\s 
lage in a Garden of Cncumbers: == Hear 'the ork 
of the Lord, ye Rulers of Sodom ; give ear unto the 
Law of our God , ye "People of G omorrah. Afﬀeer the 
tehearſal: of 'their Gafil and- miſerable canditibn, 
he ptomiſech that if they would be: brought #o're= 
peatance by theſe judgments, ver:16,7, Godwould 
do great chings for them, notwithſtanding they were 
brought very low, wer. 25, 26,-27% [will tres meine. 
hand upon thet;and iparely purges avay thy drofs 5 und = 
A _ all thy Tin: ; and I will reffore thy Tulldts'as 
Whhe firſt , and thy Cranſellors as us-the beginning , of - 
Wd thou ſhaltbe\ called the' "Cy of By ry (p-at 
Za ſhall" be redeemed with fulgment', and h 
vn with Righttonſneſs © m< i foveral Otherphaces 
d&vhis Prop Gon 'rhe Lord promiſerh, that n—ke 
id recurn with-merey to his 'aflited x 
wonld make their eſtate far more ploriousrthan wed 
itwas, 1/4. 30. 26." The i of the Moon ſhalh be "as 
thetlight of the Sun ;" and: the light- of the Sun ſhaWbe 
ſeven fold', asthe light of ſeven dayes : In the day that 
the 'Lord bindeth ap the breach of his people, and \bealeth 
oh ſtroke of thejy wornnd; _ 60: on Whereas _ 
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200 of bulking. 40 have.ic proſper aader: out 


Rs Leak. unto:Gadby Prayer to-dewich yans: and 
at: 96 you in a ory ks Pfal.90.17, Eftablih 
; thets the'warks of cur: Inibdi mpoiures.3- yea » the work if 
2 ew biendenſtabbiſhthiait. tte-zial.uile and proſpered; 
2: Towers 26. 2 . niſin came hets: proſper ?- wer.5, 
wajes of Zechariah, who had wn- 

- PMs -Luggl and as long as he ſought 
7 aſper- By this means 
{ Diltt ities 44nd other places 
X b 4. 7; Lot :abwild theſe Cities, 
andindhe about theusPallrand Towers, Gates and'Bars, 
= is dhe Lind 37 1906 beftre 1; ; becanſe we Dave ſour 
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tho id: ber Godj-e ewe ſought bias, and be hath 
del go; vol on ev rk, ; ſo they built Ad pro 
"Now'ir regard: perſons -dre wont to & 
tee! ing” God in-\tfch malenabibgs as theſes] it: il 
vr bp-dimiſe;, if T'add two or three conſiderations, 
 bofhew choſe char are purpoſed to fet upon building, 
Sow auuch'ic is' their concernment eo give themſelves 
4imco'Proyer; whilft they arvearrying-cnchis work.” 
©*1.-Iris the wilt of God,thar in all ou? vndevtaliupk 
#Ehould ſeek unto him by Prayer ; Phil. 4-6, 
Very thing by Prayer, ar Swpplioations with Thatks- 
Wong, let your requeſts be'made known to-God. Prov.$ 
8 fn all thy ayes acknowledge hink ; "utd this note 
Ufficule and weighty" #hy undertaking is, the more 
od ehere # is of Prayer. 
27 Svch a work'as bulding' cantor be crepe 
bur by the help of God ; and how thonld 3g 
 Gods' help' char do not ſeek it? Pſal. 124. rx. 
Except the Lord build the houſe,” they labowr-trr vith 
that bald it ; exceps the Lord Key" che City, the hath. 
War waketh bur 3 i» vaiy. When the Lord had pro+ 
miſed'chac cheir wiRe-and deſolare Ciriev ſhowhd be 
tebtrilded, hereffs them; he did'expett eo be fought 
on he miphr d5'rhis for” ther, Exck, 36! 32; 
24 The wats fhaltbe: builded — T het ſaith the Lord 
; * Twill yet for' this'be enquired of by the Houfe of 
"02 tedvit for thems. 
Hg TheServatits of God have beenwont to carry 
bn this work of bile? ng; as weſfestheir other works 
by Prayer; fall Ft; 19, Build'thon the mark He 
Taſaly; When Wehimiah ſet iporfbuildi 
ſalth, ie went tliroagh very gre Sica lererIF en £68 
rying"6n that 'workf yer by: Prayer he overcome 
_ themall, and profferouny effeftES what he wetit a- 
| ddurgNeb 4.9 « Ne owHlelet we made ovr Faje, oe 
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Loni 00h ercu works without kin help and 
t Gods. Ny blaſting and confounding 
chem _ akiogs:s 3-1.4c Whereas E- 
dom; ith, Wr.reig wpoverif ebb: ;”e "ol return and 
Ballot, but 1 wi ilttlwon dome. - Whenthe Inhabi- 
tatits: ppg Ty > in-che. pride. and ftontneſs..of 
thei: Hearcs,0. The dicks 06 fallen.down , but we. ol 
Tuilh with hemen Stwves)  the-Sycamores are cat down, 
Tub we will change the v3nto Cedars ;-and-did nor ſeek 
the Lord, Did they þ profÞer 3 Noz; Bur-God threat- 
-nedeo cuctbem;offhranch and ruſh, head and tail in 
dnedays J{ac9-94:105;1 3, 14s) * 
2; Tf you wonld-carry on- this: work of building 
ills, coal o__ it in faith; believing that God 
2:chertin, and ref upon him for his 
th; 2. 20. The God of © Heaven 
7105-5 $ 7 herd we hic ſervants will ariſe 
_ aat-bajld. believe and rely.on the Lord isthe way 
| tis 2 C r014120.,) 20. Beligue in the Lord Jour 
'*" ſo ſhall you. be: eſtabliſhed ; believe. his Prophets, ſo 
erp a. Fn power « By faith, , (ro Walls 
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fs cat. ar, oy wy oy a up 2 v7 any: ask, 
agements. can you T9 us for our faith, 

n God for his preſence 

0 s.work of. building ? 
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| Qt} -Bailding deſolate Citie) & a gupd ith; 27 
| +27 Billdinp of deſolace Ciries is'a good work and: 
well x God;and chat which 800 aceth Laing 
the glory of God,whien ic is matiaged witch a righeſpi- 
rigGandina right manner, The building of F395 8 
after it had been waſted by fire and the Sword, is calt- 
ſed a good work,Neb. 2. 18.7 hey ſuid;let usriſe uþ and 
build; {0 they ſtrengthened their hatids for this good work: - 
the building ofFerw/aers is called alfo the pleafure of 
| the Lord, ir being chat which pleaſed him to ſee thoſe 
maſt-places builded again;1/a.44,28. That faith of Cy- 
whe hall perform all my pleaſure,even ſaying to Jeruſa= 
mm,7 hou ſhalt be baitt-; and to the Temple, 7h foupdati- 
ans ſhall be laid. Te did conduce-alſo to' Geds' glory, 
Ffal. 102.16. When the' Lord ſhall build np Zion, he 
all appear in his glory. Jer. 33.7, 9. 7 will cauſe the 
taptivity of Judah, and the captivity of 1/rael to ree 
tarn, and will build them as at the firſt * eAnd it ſhall 
' ty. to me a Name of joy, a praiſe and an honexr before 
a the Nations of the' Earth. That building'is a good 
work,and acceptable tro God, when rightly managed, 
; may. be evidenced ſeveral wayes, -belides the fore- 
quoted Scriptures : As 1. It is oft ſpoken of a bleſ- 
ling, for God to give. a-man an houſe to dwell-in, 
Exod. 1.21. And it came to paſs , becauſe the Mfid- 
"wives feared God, that he made them howſes. 1 Sam. 2. 
35« 1 will build hins a ſure houſe — Ifa. 65. 21. 'They 
ſhall build houſes, and inhabit them. 2, Cohabitation - 
' conduceth much. both ' co our civil and ſpirirtiak 
. good, Pſal.133.1. Behold how good and how pleaſant it 
i, for brethren to dwell together in wnity. The ſcat- 
tering abroad of perſons, and ſeparating them each 
from other, is threatned as a judgment, : 1/a. 24.T.' 2+ 
bold, the Lord maketh the Earth enipty, aud maketh it 
waſte, — and ſcattereth abroad the Inhabitants thereof. 
+ If cohabitation conduceth much to our good, and 
67 2 T 3 ſcat- 


19 

| Labros L- pg anon: 
Res  jpgrler  cohabication is a good 
neg houls Swe wir ba or ans 
or PERS Gods Jes 
$ of. Chriſt, and nd ehi 

"Temp! AN TE Free and that cannot 
ps a work to provide Manſions for the bodies 
f Gods ſeryants. _ "The Loxd Jeſus takes it kindly 
when we lodge any of this members bur for a night of 
Two Ae. '2F- 34435» Cone 36 bleſſed of my Father, 
rit hs ph pay for you from the fondde- 
tion < wi for { was 4 ſtranger, and ye t0k, me 
in.. To provide "fevled habitations for. the ſervants 
of God, is morethan to take them in for a night oy 
WO. 4 Building of Houſes, and deſolate Cities, 
isa means of delivering thoſe that want habicationg 
from. great diſtreſs ; as being wet with the dew-of 
heaven, and conſuined with cold by night, and the 
heat by day, &e, and to proyide a refuge for the di- 
ſtrefled, is a good work , Neb. 2. 17. Ye ſee the di- 
Preſs that we are Yes how Fra alews lyeth waſt, and the 
Gates thereof are burut with fire; Cone and let wy 
build: wp the Wall of Jeruſalew, that we be no myre a re- 
prozch.Now if building be a good work,then you'may 
confidently expe& Gods preſence with you when 
you,ſet upon it, if you manage _ it with a righe ſpirit, 
HAmos' 5. 14. Sech good, and net evil, — ys the Lord, 
the Ged of Hoſts, {hall be with You, 44 ye have ſpoken: 
and if God will be with you in your work , this 
may greatly encourage you in the management of 
' it». Hag. 2.4. .. Jet now be flrong, O Zerabbabel, 
- [arbitke Lord; and be-ftrong,O Joſhua, ——and be ſtrong 
all ze people of the Land, and work; for T an with you, 

fem” the Lord of Heſs. 
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-i9y God'ivablero carry'Oh choſt thac reft ppom; 
hid Iyihis work; how greataoil how-many difficul-, 
ting \and-oppoſicions;, and: difcouragemnents fatyer. 
they ancerwithal::. 'Fhis is.1evident rom the\ - 
wof _ afrer.iewas burnc and laid waſt by 
be Chaldearir - Conlider to'this purpoſe, 1. What a 
great work' the building of: Fers/alrw was, which 
7d been waſted by Fire atd Sword: from 4 farreigh 
power, and- bay {yen in its defolation ſeventy years, 
Meh; 4. 19. The work 14 great: and: large, | 2, :Con- 
fider how weak-and unfic the: Jews, were for this 
_ fedc- works, afcer rheir ftrengrh -and-creaflire- was 
atiauſted by ſeventy years captivity. Some of them 
were ſo diſcouraged, thatthey. thought they ſhould 
noe-be able co accompliſh ſo great a work, Neb, 4. 
16:- Judah ſaid, The ſtrength of the bearers of burdens 
lrdecayed, and thert is mach rubbiſh; ſo that we ere. not | 
| ible to build the wall. 3. The times in which they 

ſet upon building of 7er=ſalers,: were very: troublois 

times, Dan. 9. 25; The fret ſhall be built :ngain, 
and the wall in troublow times, 4. The Enemies of 
the Jews oppoſed this work:of building Ferwſalens 
wich all cheir mighr : They ſcoffed at them, andde- 
cided their work, - Nh. 4. 2y' 3. Phat do theſe feeble 

Jews 2 Will they fortifie themſelves ? Will they _—_ 

end ina day? Will they revive the ſtones out of the heap 

of the rubbiſh which are burnt? Even that which whey 

SHrild , if a Fox' go up , he will even break down their 

Fone wa'l. They caſt falſe ſlanders, upen them, as 

though they buildedout of a deſign ro rebel, Neh.2, 

T9, What is this thing that ye dv? Will ye vebel"againſt 

the King ? Net: 6. 6, Thou and the Jews think to. re- 

tel; for which cauſe thus buildeſ# the wall; that thin 
mayſt be their King : and when theſe meanswould not 

-prevail, they artempred' by force to makerthe.work 
44 "8 #4 ceaſe, 
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ingall che-at __ their:Adverſaries;. both 
by frat and violente;"though there were ſome jn- 
per pet the work: was compleated : And how? 

y thehelp and of- God; as their Enemies 

—— couldnor but acknowledge, Neb.6. 15416, 
Se the” wall was finiſhed <= And it cane to paſi,that when 
ard thereof — they were much caſt down 
5n their OneJes;; fer.they perceived that this work was 

ht of - our God.; © Now: that God which helped 
the Jews' to build Feraſalem under.all:their difficul- 
tiesand.oppolitians thar they mer wicthal, is able alſo 
to help you; underwhat everdifficulcies do-or may 
beſet you in-yolir work. 

-3.:Conſider whatipromiſes God bath made to: his 
ſervants toencourage them in this work of building, 
-whenhecalls them co-ir, He hath:pfomiſed co be wich 
them in building, Ezek, 36.9,10,  ckold I ams for youy 
and 1 will turn unto you — And the Cities ſhall be inh;bir 
#ed,andthe waff« ſhall-be builded. - Thanugh their Cities 
-and dwellings have been laid waſt a long time,he pro- - 
- miſechto-help chem-to build chem ;Þ gain, ]ſa.61.4- 
T hey ſpal, build the old waſts,they ſhafl raife up the former 
fionr,and they ſhall repair t cir. wa itesh edeſa- 

f many yet ations, » He-promiſerh char after 
t dwellings: have been laid waſtathey ſhal be builc 
famen Wee inas Ec x be- 

FE ; ore, 


Iring again thecvivitysf Fecubs Tents, and have merey- 
opbis dwelling places,and the City ſhall be builded on her old 
4 ws. and the Palaceſhall remain after the manner theres 
-{He:;hath promiſed char after they have laid the: 

- foundation, they ſhall go/on:-cofiniſh their work, 
Becks 4: 9: The bavds of. Zerubbabel have laid the foun- 
dation of - this: Houſe, his hands-ſhall alſo fniſh- its 
4A:Chron. 28,20. David ſaid unto Solomon his ſon, Be 


wg, and of good courage, and do it ; fear [not , . nor 
ledifmayed ; for the Lord God, even my God will be with 
thee , he will not fail thee, nor forſake thee , until tho 
baſt fiſhed all. the work for the. ſervice of the Houſe of 
the Cord. Though theſe two laft Promiſes relate to 
the building of the Temple, yer they are applicable 
. by Gods ſervants inſuch works as they are called'our 
#6'by che Lord. He hath promiſed, that when they 
have built chem houſes, they ſhall dwell inthemy and 
enjoy them'a long ſeaſon, Z/a. 65. 21, 22, 23. They 
Bal build houſes and inhabit then, — they (hall not build. 
and. another inhabit ; — for as the dayes of a tree, are the: 
fdajes of my people ; and mine Elelt ſhall long enjoy the: 
work, of their hands ; they ſhall not labor in vain," nor 
bring forth for trouble ; for they are the ſeed of the bleſ- 
fed'of the Lord, and their off-(pring with them. The 
Lord hath promiſed, that afrer cney have buile them 
houſes, they ſhall dwell in chem wich ſafety and con-: 
tidence, Ezek. 28, 26. They ſhall dmell ſafely therein, 
and: ſhall baiid Honfes, and plant Vineyards ; yea, they 
| ſhall deell with confidence, when I have executed judg-. 
ments on all.thiſe that deſpiſe thems round about them ; 
and. they ſhall knowtbat .I amthe Lord their-God,.' He 
hath promiſed ro make their habicacions proſperous. 
'Zob 8. 5, 6: If thou wonldeſt ſeek, unto God betimes, 


| nd Wake thy ſapplication tothe Almighty'; if thou wert 
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che Celdeens, the Lord doth nor only promiſe, thac-ir: 
ſhall be builr again ; bur, that he would-pur the Jews 
into fetied and becter eſtare rhan they . were in be- 
fore, Ezek.36.10,11.TheCities ſhall be inhabited,end the 
_ ſhall be builded —and I will ſettle you-after your old 
eftates, and will do better unto you,than at your beginnings. 
- 3. If you would carry onthe work of rebuilding. 
your houſes ſucceſsfutly,humble your ſelves for your 
lins, which cauſed Godtolay them deſolate, 'and' 
them waſhed away inthe Blood of Chriſt, and ther 
you may expect ſucceſs, and a bleſſing upon - what 
you take in hand, Ezek, 36. 33, 35, 36- Thus faith 
#he Lord God, In the day that I ſhall have cleanſed yon 
fron all your iniquities, I will alſo cauſe you to dwell in the 
Cities, and the waſts (hall be builded.. And. they (hall ſay, 
This land that was deſolate is become like the Garden of 
Eden, and the waſt, and deſolate, and ruined Cities are be- 
come fenced, The Lord promiſed alſo inthe 32. verſe, 
chat he would give them an heart to loath themſelves 
for their fins; and after he had humbled and pardon- 
edthem, he promiſerth the re-building of cheir de- 
folate Ciries. And 2s you muft humble your ſelves 
for your ſins, ſo you muſt put away your ſins, and re- 
turnunto God with your whole hearcs, if you would 
carry on this work ſucceſsfully , Jer. 24.6, 7. wil 


(et mine tyes npon them for good —and 1 will build them, 
and nat pull them down; and 1- will plant them, and not 
pluck thems np—for they ſhall return unto me with their 


whole heart. Job 22. 23. If thou yetwrn to the Almigh- 
5, thou ſhalt be built np. Fu 
4. Uſe no unrighreoufmeſs , bite deal traly and 
 fairhfully wich all.men, with whom you have me - 
. nat - 
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buildiagyour houſes. Whomſoever- you'employ in 
this- work, pay them their full wages; for-if you 
weany frand or unrighreouſneſs,. you will bring the 
gurſe of God upon your perſons and habirations, Jer. 
22. 13. Wo unto him that buildeth his houſe in unrigh« 
' lromſneſs., and bus chambers by wrong ; that uſtth* his 
yighbonts ſervice without wages, aud giveth him not for 
has work, Hab. 2. it, 12. The ftone ſhall cry out of the 
walk, and the beam ont of the timber ſhall anſwer'it, Wo 
t:hins that buildeth a Town by blood, and eftablifpethia 
(Mp by iniquity. And as you mutt pay all whom you 
employ their full wages, 'ſo alſo ar che ſer rime for 
which'you make your agreement, Dewt. 24. 14, IF. 
Thow ſhalt not oppreſs an hired ſervant that ic poor and 
wedy, whether it be of thy brethren , or of thy ſfrane 
ger} that are within thy Land yithin thy gates : at his day 
this ſhalt give him his hire, neither ſhall the San go down 
gpon it, for he is poor , and ſetteth his heart upon it, 
keft he cry againſf thee unto the Lord , and it be 
bn nnto thee, Incroach notupon anorhers righr, . bur 
within your own bounds and limits, Dext,19.14. 

Thos ſhalt not remsv# thy neighbours land-mark , which 
they of old time have ſet in thine inheritance —Dent, 27. 
7. Carſed be he that removerh hus nrighbours land-mark ; 
and alt the prople (hall ſay, Amen. Prov. 23.28. Remout 
not thy ancient land-mark which thy fathirs have ſet. 
Ecelef. 10. 8.9, Whoſe breaketh an hedge' , a Serpent 
ſhall bite him ; whoſo removeth ſtones, ſhall be hurt there- 

' with. And take this counſel, not only inreference ro 
your equals, that are able to contend with you » bue 
alſo be carefnl that you incroach nor npon the riphe / 
of the Widows, and the Fatherleſs, that are nor able 
to plead their own cauſe; for God will plead their 
cauſe wich you, Prov. 23. T0, 11, Remove not the old 
land-m:vhy and enter not into the fields of the _—_ ; 
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234 How #0 proſper in Building] Q.2; 
I for their redeemer is mighty, he ſhall plead their cauſe 
We with thee. By managing” your work in truth and righ- 
1 ceouſneſs, you ſhall proſper in what you take in hand, 
Pfal: 45: 4-——Ride proſperonſly, becauſe of trath, and 
aweekneſs, and righteouſneſs. ; 

5. Before you enter upon building, ſit down and 

conſider your colt and charge; conlider alſo your 
, own ability, whether you have ſufficient to-defray 
., thecharge of Building, leſt you be neceſſitated ro 
leave your work imperfe&, or torun your ſelyes into 
debt, and bring great and unneceſſary incumbrances 
upon your ſelves, Luke 14. 28, 29, 30. Which of 
Jon intending to build 4 tower, fitteth not down firſt, and 
counteth the coft ; whether he have ſufficient to finiſh it : 
leſt haply after he hath laid the foundation, and is not 
able to finiſh it, all that behold it, begin to mock him, ſay- 
ing, This man began to build , and was not able to finiſh. 
Elpecially be careful chat you do not exceed your 
ability to build your houſes in a more ſtately and mag- 
nificent manner than becometh your rank and quali- 
ty. The calamities of the preſent times, and the ma-= 
ny objeas of charity, call for frugalicy and modera- 
tion in this kinde. Overmuch curiolity and expen- 
 fiveneſs in Building is taxed as a (in, Jer. 22. 14, We 
- may (and many do) tranſgreſs by roo much coſt, and 
curiolity in adorning our Bodies, I Tim. 2.9. I Pet. 
3. 3. It not lawful to beſtow too much coftinadorn- 
ing our Bodies, then ſurely we muſt nſe moderation 
in adorning our Houſes ; for our Bodies are of more 
worth and value than our Houſes. 

6, Follow your work with a willing minde, and 
with diligence, if you would have ir go on ſucceſs- 
fully. A willing minde will carry on difficult work 
with great eaſe, Nehem. 4. 6. So built we the wall, and 
all the wall was joyned together unto the half thereof , for 

ine 
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Q:33 How to proſper in Building: | 

"the people had a minde to work; gk. or and induftry 

will effe&great things , but ſlothfulneſs 'and negli- 
gence will ſpoil and bring to nought good nnderta- 
kings, Eccleſ. 10. 18, By.mmech flothfulneſs the building 
decayeth , and through idleneſs of the hands the houſe 
droppeth throngh. Yer here is -need of caution that 
you do not immerſe your hearts and ſpirits roo muctx 
in your worldly bulineſs, ſoas to forgetor unfit your 
ſelves for the\coming of Chrift ether by death or 
judgment. Many men are ſo immoderate in their uſe 
and management of worldly things, thatthey fall in- 
| toaſpiritof ſlumber and ſecurity ; ſo tharthe day of 
death and' of judgment will come upon them as 2 
ſnare, whenthey neither think of, or: are prepared 
co meet the Lord, Znke 17. 28, 29, 30. As it wasin 
the dayes of Lot, they did eat, they drank, they bought, 
they ſold, they planted, they builded ; but the ſame day 
that Lot went ont of Sodom, it rained: fire and brimſtone 
from heaven, and deſtroyed thems all : evenihus fhall it be 
in the day when the Son of man is revealed. + Itisnot 
building or planting, any more than eating or drink- 
ing, bur the inordinate affetions of men, andtheir 
worldly ſpirits ; their ſecurity and ſenſuality-in the © 
management;of their worldly bulſineſs, that is here 
condemned by our Lord Feſus Chriſt. - 

7- Aim at Gods glory inthis work, and not your 
own, and ſomanage the whole bnlineſs, that nothing 
of reproach or diſhonour may redound tothe name 
_ of God, but thar God in all things may be glorified, 
That general rule, I Cor. 19. 31. Whether ye eat or 
drink, or whatſdever ye do, do all to the' glory of God, 
ſhould take place in this, as well as any other of your 
works. You ſhould not look only, or chiefly, at your 
own conveniences in Building, butat the glory of 
God : ſo the Jews did in building Jernſalem, Exra 
| 4+ 3» 
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4+ 3-—Heonr ſelves together will build nth the Lov 
God of 1ſras)].1f you be tempted froms vain-glori- 
ous painciple to be overcoftly and curions itt building 
your Hoaſes: coalider; x. God would not haye us 
_ do: any. aftionwhatever, for-the procuring. of vain» 
glorys Phil, 2. 3. Let nothing be Lone photic ferife; 
vw vain-giory: Yea,, God would have us'ſfo far from 
doing any ation for vain-glory , thar he would nor 
_ khaveusſfomunch asdefirous of it; Gal: 5:26. Let m, 
Bot be defirons of vain-glory- 2. Wirch what mean Ha- 
| bitatjons were our fore-fathers contented? Jacob who 
was a great man, a Prince in the eſtimation of the 
Angel that wraſtled wich him, Gen. 32. 28 conten- 
ted hnnſelf rodwelbin a'tenr, which was both a mean 
and a:moveable babication5; Gew-2 5, 27, Faeib- was 4 
plain man dwelling in tents ; fo did bis Farther Abraham, 
Heb.'11, 9. Byf aith he fojonrned iw-the {and of promiſe, 
as in a.ftr ange Conntrey awelliag in T abernacles with I[4a6 
and: Facob'y' heirs "with tim of the ſame promiſe: Yet 
Abraham was 4 great"man\, he was the heir of the 
world, 'Ro..4..13; andthe facher of all chefaichful, 
ver, T1,16.' 3. If thaewhichis expended by many 
perſons'in fuperflaous andineedleſs adorning of their 
houſes were givents thepgor;how much'good might 
they do? would: ir.nor be much co their'confor at 
the day of judgment, whetein rhey muſt give an'ac- 
tomr: forall their 4alems;-how-they have-uſed them; 
an#whatiitnprovemenc they'have madeof them? 
. $'Tris of muck-concernment co you'whileſt you 
are:abonr: this: work of, BailYing , or when you are 
@bourianygther work of moment; co giv. good heed 
tothe Word of God; for thereby you will be helped 
much-ra':carry on- your- undertakings- ſuccefively. 
Whew yon faint and'are diſcouraged, Gods Word 
wit pur ſtrength. into you; when you are noder 
I * _ doubts; 
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doubts, thatwill reſolve you :.,when you turnalide 
-rathe right hand, or to the lefr, Gods Word will re- 
Aereyour ſouls, and lead yan in paths of righteouſ- 
n6kk ;1.i8 16.6f-grearuſe in theſe and: divers other re- 
tes; to help you to carry on-your civil employments 
ducceſsfully,. Dent: 29, 9. Keep the words of this cove- 
418 and-dt thim, that ye may proſper in all that ye de. 
9h mop oy aſlage which you have, Ezra 
16..14. Theelders of the Jews bnilded, and they proſper- 
ed through the propheſying of Haggai the Prophet , and 
+Herhariah the Son of Iddo, and they Euilded and. finiſhed 
its. according to-the Commandment of the God of 1ſracl. 
The preaching of the word by theſe cwo ſervants of 
.Gad, was 8 means of carrying on this work of build- 
ing Jeruſalem ſucceſefully, When God ſenc forth 
Jofhna abour a-great work, he gave him a ſpecial 
charge co take heed co hisword, and: to read-and me- 
dicate chereinnighe and day, which would be a ſure 
"way to be ſucceſsful, Joſhna I. 8. Thir, book of the 
Law ſhall not depart ont of thy month, but thow. ſhalt 1- 
ditate thertjn day and night, that thou mayeſt obſerve to 
Ao according to.all that is written therein 3 for-then thou 
ſhalt make thy way proſperoum, and- then thow ſhalt have 
 £00d ſucceſs, . When Solomen. was building the Tem- 
 ÞPle, it.is ſaid, I Kings 6..1'1, 14., The word of the 
Lord came to Solemon—— ſo Solomon built the houſe and” 
finiſhed it, So he buileche houſe and finiſhed it, that 
4s, he was ſtrengthened and encouraged by the word 
of. the Lord that came to-him, to go on with, and 
finiſh the building. Ns 
9. While-you are buſlily employed in building 
your own houſes, do not forget or neple& the build- 
ing-up of Gods Houſe, Hag. I. 4. 1s it tine for youy 
O Ye, to dwell in your cieled howſes, and this hauſe lie 
| waſte ? Solomon ſetting his heart to the m_— - 
Es | 2009S 
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Gods Hao: , paſns 5p effected whit ever carte! 
Into _ heare os the building- ng of we ns Aol : 
2C 7.11. Thus Solow ed: &\ 3 
"Loyd, and the Kin 19s how iſe; oY re; that cance Jes 
"mens heart to fo in the houſe of the Linhll +, - avid the "hives 
own houſe he proſperouſly effefted.. © When:T. fir? yowup. 
to build Gods: houſe; «whilſt you are"building: your: 
own, -I'do not only , or "chiefly mean places for: pabs 
lick Worſhip (though that alſo be'# very-good:antl: 
HJaudable. undertaking ; the Centwrian who creed: 
a Synagogue, was highly reſpe&ed and u—_ by. 
-the .Jews for this pious-work; Lnke"7;' 4, $.' When. 
they came to Feſus, they beſonybt-him W442 fa ing, 
That he 'was worthy for whom he fhonld do this. a 
leveth our Nation, and hath built us a Synagogue :) bur 
chat which I chieſly intend'is, that you' biiild-up-your 
ſelves an habitation of God through the Spirie. Every. 
rrue believer is tyled-Gods houſe, Heb. 3. 6. But: 
Chriſt as a Son over his own houſe ; whoſe houſe are wy if 
we hold faft the confident. and the rejoycing of the hope. 
firm nitotheend. Alltrne Believers are Gods Tem 
ple, 2:Cor. 6. 16. Te are-the Temple of the Itving Gods. 
as God hath ſaid, 1 will dwellin them, and.walk.in © bead | 
They are Gods habitation; Eph. 2. 22. 1n whoms you wt" 
builded together for an habidation of God through the Spi-" 
rit, Now-after the foundation of this ſpiricnal build- 
ing is laid by the ſouls being drawnco Chriſt , there” 
muſt be eonitant and-conſciencious endeyourto. be 
buile up in grace and holineſs, 2 Pet. 3418. Grow id" 
grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Je-. 
Jus Chriſt, 2.Perc I.'5, Beſides this giving all diligence, 
add to your Faith, vertue.; and tovertue, knowledge, 8c. 
If you a8 what ſhall we do that we may be built up * 
ſpiritual houſe unto the Lord ? I anſwer, 


- I. You muſt lay a good anda right m_———_ : 
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>: foundation of. this ſpiritual building is Jeſus 
ift;* I Cor. 3, T- Other foundation can\no:man lay, 
withat ir Laid, which is. Feſus Chriſh::. ſee alſo, 1ſa. 
$8164 "Eph. 2. 20. :The fundamental : graces which 
: etc io che ſoul chat is built; upon-Chriſt , arg 
ich: and repentance:, Heb. 6. 1:# Therefore leaving 
Wis iples of the Doktrine of Chriſt, let ga op wn- 
eperfeltion., not laying again the foundation of repen= 
> ce from dead works, and of faith towards God. When 
d had given you- repentance for your (ins, and 
Nth 1 in the Lord Jeſus, chen, the, foundation of: this 
Firirua building is laid in your ſouls; ©; 
You'muiſt be daily carrying.and caſting away 
e rubbiſh that. hinders the progreſsof \ this ſpiritual 
pilding. Afﬀeer faith and repencance- are wroughtin 
; there remain-ſeveral relicks: of-rhe old manz 
which we muſt be daily purging away-3'we muſt make 
# our-wark to deſtroy our (ins, if wewould be builr 
* in grace, 2 Cor. 7, 1. Having therefore theſe promi- 
bs (tbatis, ye are the Temples of the living God,.I 
ul dwell i in them; and-walk. in them; of which he 
Ht id:ſpoken in the former Chaprer; ver. 16.) dearly 
eloved, let u cleanſe onr ſelve i from all filthineſs of the 
and ſpirit, perfeting holineſs inthe fear of God, We 
Fannor g0-0n ro pe feR holineſs-z unleſs we do in 
| s BO Dod earnelt ſer pod) cleanſing our ſelves from all 
y* thine(s of "the fleſh and ſpirit. 
= 3. You muſt be daily looking co Chriſt, arid going 
8 him, to carry on, and finiſh that work of arace 
which he hath beguniin your ſouls,  Heb.:1 2. 2+ Laok- 
Ting rnto Teſms the author and finiſher of onr Faith-—1. Pets 
a. To: whom coming as unto a living ſtone—ye alſo as 
"lively ſtones, are Lailt #p 4 ſpiritual houſe. Do- not 
zOnly go co Chritt,. bur reſt upon him for the perfect. 
205 and anthing of what he hatch begun, in your ws; 
UW V an 
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-- , "290 Howwe maybebnilt ma ſpiritval  ' Qua 
' _ __ _ anto'thatendponderupon ſuch;Scripturesss theſe, þ_ 
© -Pfal: 138, 8, The Lord: will perfett that which cocern- || 
| oth me—Phil. 1.:6\\ Being. confidtnt* of this wery" thing, | 
that he which hath betun a good ork in you, will perform | 
 #'antil theday'of /Jeſm Chriſt, The Lord: Jeſus ra-, N- 
_ kertra'greardeal of: pleaſure, notonly in beginning, } | 
but in finiſhing the work of grace in our ſouls;:-Fohn }} - 
4.34 Jeſt ſaith unto them, . My meat 15. to do-the will lf © 
- of him that ſent me, -and to finiſh ys work; =o oe 
+4, Afﬀer" you have received:Jeſus Chriſt, iyou Þ} - 
muſt not olytbelieye: in him, but walk in bim; and Þ 
by ſo. doing youwThall comeiborh'to be rooted, and to |} - 
be'buile.upiin-him;,: Col.'25 6,57, 4s ye have received Þ| 
Chriſt Jeſta tht Lird, ſowalk\ ye in him; rooted and built || * 
wpin him - By walking inyand with Ohrift, you ſhall F ' 
© * Keep his preſence-with yourfouls;; : for he hath faid, | - 
Tf we abide in him,” he will. abide in ws. John 157 4, Nt: 
Abide'in me," and Tin you': and 2 Chron, 15.2: The ©. 
Lord is with you while: ye be with him Now:by:keep- Þ. 
ing Chrifts*preſence with your ſouls , they will be | - 
built up in'grace,'' Cant. 3: 12. #hile the King: friteth Þ - 
at his table, myſpikenard ſtndeth forth the ſwell thereof. 
When the owner dwells inthe houſe, it is kepr in ©} 
00d repair; if -he leave-it, and it; ſtand empry, all 
: things go to decay? As: Martha ſaid unto Chrift, $* 
Toh 11, 21; Lo#d, if thou hadſt bern here, my brother | © 
had.not died. The like may a deſerted ſoul that findeth 
ie ſelf fallet' ta decay upon . Gods with-drawing of 
hanſelf, ſay unto- God, 'Lord; - if thou hadft been 
here, chefEraines and.deſolarions had not come upon 
my-ſouls--'-- ds IR Sams S. 
'> 5; Prayer performed in'a ſpiritual manner, is a 
| onyy porn] building up our ſouls in the grace of I, 
od, Zrde 20." But yebeloved, building up your ſelves in | * 
your moſt holy faith, praying inthe Holy Ghoſt, Though | 
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'S- o \Howſe anto the: bord: NN hg! 
| praying in a ſlightly ,.- doad+hearted; cuſtomary; 


_ 
% 


. $; formal manner; availech+: Jretle:;- yet praying-,10 


I :che Holy Ghott,'(thar is, by-the helpiand-af- 
ance of the Holy-Ghoſty and ftirring up; and: ex- 
g. <erciling the graces of the: H6ly Qhoſt:1n; prayer, 
| as faith, fervency, reverence , humility , &4. is 
an eftectual means to build up the ſoul inthegrace 
'=of God. Ts. 
2 : 6. Converſe much with the word of God, read it . 
+ frequently, treaſure ir up in your hearts, make ic 
| +your meditation night and day ; that is the way to 
be built nþ 4 ſpiritnal houſe unto the' Lord, 1 Pet. #« 2,55 
|| | A:-new born babes deſire the ſincere milk of the word, that 
Eye may grow thereby, Meditation on the, word built up: 
David wonderfully in knowledge, Pſ/al: 119. 99. [ 
| have more #nder ſtanding then all my teachers, for thy te= 
- ftimomics are my meditation. The Apoftle Pau/recom- 
F inends meditation on Gods word to 7 imthy,; as an ex* 
'- cellent means to promote his growth in grace, 1 Tim. 


34+ 15: Heditate pon theſe things, give. thy ſelf wholly, 
> #.thein, that thy profiting may appear unto all :.So alſo 


{/x0tien he rook his leave of the Eldersof the Church 
= of- Epheſis, he commends them to the word of che 
[Z Lord, as the means whereby they might be buileup in 
'Zthacgrace which they had already received, As 20. 
i 32. eLnd now brethren, 1 commend you to God, and tothe 
(> the word of his grace, which is able to build you up , and 
x " give you an inheritance among them that are ſaniti- 
feeds | od 
_:- .T might haveadded inthetenth place 3 Afree-God 
hath proſpered you. in this work of building, and 
you have finiſhed your houſes; dedicate them to 
God. Ir was a cuſtom among rhe Jews after they | 
-* had built a new houſe; to — uncoche Lo 
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5. QuzsSr. 3 

"What ſhall they render to the Lord for 
-. bes Mercy , whoſe Houſes and Goods 

f . were preſerved from being conſumed: by 


*. . the late Dreadful Fire * 
B* I anſwer this Queſtion, 1 fhall premiſe 


five or lix things. 

by I. It was Gods Providence, noryoir own 
- prudence, ordiligence , or any other a&t of- yours, 
that preſerved you from ſuſtaining any loſs or da- 
_*+mage by the late Fire , Pſal. 16.55 Thow maintaineft 
my lot. Plal. 3.8. Saloation belongeth to the | Lord. 
. Pfal. 40. 17, Thou art my help and my deliverer. When 
ever a righceous man is delivered from any rrouble, 
his deliverance praceedeth from the Lord; ?/al. 34: 
-.I7. Therighteous cry, and the Lird Snrech and deli- 
+ vereth them out of all their troubles. As God ordereth 
*therain where ir ſhall fall, and where ir ſhall nor 
fall, Amos 4. 7: 1 cauſed it to rain upon one City , and 
© cauſed it not to rain upon another :\f0 it is he alſo that 
ordered this Fire, -what City, -and what Houſes, and 
* Goods it ſhould conſume, and what it ſhould not con- 
ſume, The Fire, the Winds, andall other Creatures 
..do nothing bur at Gods appoinement', Pſal.. 148. 7 
8. Praiſe ye the Lord from the earth, ye Dragons, and, 
all deeps 3 fire and bail , ſnow and vapour', ſtormy wind 
in his word. The fire and'the wind are ruled 
- by God, they ſpare thoſe whom God appoinrs them 
to ſpare; they afflict thoſe whom God appointsthem 
wh V2: cg 
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© God;-Theſame God that fers rhe bonnds of the Sex, 


2 


and faith , Hitherto' ſh; thou uy org farther ;- 
y0l frayed, Job 38. 11x, 


and here. ſhall thy 


pa d waves : 
did ſer honnds ro this raging Fire,and. appoint 


_ Far it ſhould proceed, and Seer 7s Hatnes Dota 'be 
h ay-wete preſerved fromfuf-" }' 
CITES r\ tb at ateribe veir 
$ Providence, and parcly torhem- 
ſelves ; but muſt give-alFthe plory 40 God; and ſay _ 
as David did of his deliverances , Pſal. 4.8. Thus Þ 
Lord only make}t me to dwell in ſafety, Plal. 62.4 He- 


| Kayed: wherefors 


fering daniage by. 
fibers Rs 


* only is my rock, and my ſalvation.” Fe 
-2.: Weoughtto look upon. it/as a great merey to 


-+Þe ſpared from Gods judgments, Neb. 13. 22. Spare | 


me according to the greatneſs of thy mercy. Lam. 3. '22. 


Tt is of "the Lords neergies that we ave net conſumed : 'ef-. 


pecially we ſhould-account it a great mercy tobe 
fpared from Gods: judgments -.in a time. of common 
- calamity.z when multirudes; as good, or better than 
we are, 'baye beengreat ſufferers. When Lo eſcaped 


with his life our of Sodems, though he ſuſtained ſome. 


Joſs by the burning ofthar City, yer he looked upon 
It as an exceeding great mercy, that his life was pre- 


ſerved, Gen. 19. 19. Behold now thy ſervant bath fannd__ 
grace inthy fight , and thow haſt magnified thy mercy, 


which thus baſt ſhewed unto we in ſaving my life. 


£ When rhe Lord hath gSivenus any remarkable. T 


deliverance. or beſtowed any othey ſignal mercyup- 
oD.us, it ſhonld pur us upon enquiring,-whatrecurn 

- weſhould:make unto God for. his benefits, "When 
David'hadreceiveda great deliverance, he maketh 
enquiry, what be ſhould render to. God for ſo great a 
mercy',*Pſal. 1167 #2. What ſhall 1 render wnto the 
Lord for: all his benefits towards mt ? This igneedful, _ 
BY We 3 ag” cauſe 
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| ne ; Ker TW | 
cauſe God expects that when be-hath done; great; - 
F chings for-us, we- ſhould be returning ſomerhingto "2 
I him, 7a, 5. I, 2. My mell-belgved. bath a vineyard in a. | 
very fruitful hill, and he fenced it-—and he looked that is -o] 
eld bring forth grapes: —Euke 17. 17 18. Jeſia' an- - ; 
" fwering, ſaid, Were there not ten cleanſed, but where are 
"the nine? There are not found that returned to give glory 
I #9God, ſave this ſtranger. Where we may obſerve, I. 
| The Lord Jeſus expects that -when we have received 
any eminent favour from him , we ſhould rewrn 
"fomerhing for-what we receive ; elſe why did beask, 
"Where are the nine ? .' 2. The Lord takes notice who 
| they arethatdo ,. and who they arethat do nocre- 
{turn according tothe mercies. that they receive from 
# God. The Samaritan: returned to give glory to 
God, the others did nor. , 3. There are very few, 
+fcarce one in cen,.chat make areturn accordingto the 
 mercies that they receive. There were ten cleanſed, 
& and only one recurns to give glory to God. 
>, 4- Whenany man failech co return according'to 
| the benefics which he hath received, though he be a - 
# good man, God ismuch diſpleaſed at it, 2 Chron. 32. 
i 25. But Hezekiah rendred not again according to the; be- 
| "nefit done unto him, for his heart was lifted up ; - therefore E 
 \ there was wrath upon him, and upon Tudah, and Fernſa- 2 
| Tem. God had in-a wonderful manner delivered 
*Hezckiah from death ;-and chough he was. a good . 
man z' ſo eminently good , that he excelled all che 
{Kings that lived before him, and came afcer him, ac- 
cording to what wefinde,” 2 Kings 18. 5. He truſted 
tn the Lord God of Iſrael , ſo that after him was none ; 
like hins among all the Kings of Judah, nor any that were 
| before him, Yerthis good man Hezekjab failed rogen- 
| der again according te the! benefir' done unto him; | 
and what followed thereupon? wrath came N__ 
Fa —__ oy | nM 
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him,and upon Judehand Jer»ſalem for this very thing. 
F. It is not every. return willanſwer Godsexpe- 
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Ration, bur there' muſt be:ſome ſuicableneſs, ſome. 


proportion between themercies that we receive from: 


God, and the returysrhat we make to God..':Hexe- 


kiah was not wholly wanting in; making -feturn'to. 
God, for he' praiſed God for:recovering him. from 
his lickneſs , Iſa. 38.19. The living, the living, be 


ſhall praiſe thee, as Tdothis day: and after his lickneſs - 


* 


he compoſed. a oor De to ſer forth Gods 
praiſe, and reſolved to 


writing of Hezehiah King of. Judah , when he had 
. been fick, and was recovered: of his. ſickneſs ; then! 


exprefſeth his reſolution by way of gratitude, to fing 
this Song all the dayes of his lite, The Lord was ready 


#0 ſave me, therefore we will ng my Song tothe ſtringed. 


Inſtruments all the dayes of our life, in the houſe.of the 
Lord. Yet notwithſtanding all this, Hezekiah. is 
taxed with not” returning according to the benefir 
doneunto him, os, bg 


6, They whoſe Houſes and Eſtates have been pre- 


ſerved from this dreadful Fire , may: know what they 
ought co return to God for this. great deliverance, by 
obſerving what che' Servants'of God have returned 

-unto the Lord, arſuch times as Gad hath vouchſ(efed 
' unto them any eminent deliverances, though:itwere 
not a'deliverance from Fire, bur from ſome other 
evil ; and alſo by conliderins,what ſpecial dufies God 
Eallerh for in his holy Word Trom ſuch as bave eſca- 
ped thoſe judgments hat have fallen npon- other men, 
or have' received ahy other ſignal mercy - from- rhe 
Lord. Theſe thjngs' being premiſed, I ſhall row an- 


{wer the chird Queſtion, 
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o ſing this Song inthe houſe of 
God all the dayes of his life.,” //a. 38. 9, 20... The 
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"I Fo kJro "Gel is tole loved. far his mercler: = 


| 2 SEE ISe8 4. | 
F.. x, {Fa Wy to. God your oye for his great mercy in 
| | preſerving your houſes and ſubſtance from being con- 
. | futned by this Fire: God, deſerves to be loved by all 
| thoſe whom he preſerveth from any evils, Pſ:31. 23.0 
| love the Lord all ye his Saints ; ; for the Lord preſerveth the 
Faithful. When David was ina wonderful manner deli- 
vered from the hands of his enemies, be reſolves with: 
F- himſelf; chat he would love God with an entire and 
an endeared love, for the deliverances he had recei- 
vedfrom him, Pal. 18, ve#. I, compared: with che 
'xitle of the Pſalm, A Pſalm of David, the Servant of - 
he Lord, who ſpake unto the Lord the words of this Song), | 
inthe day that the' Lord delivired. him from the hand of 
/ og hrs enemies, and from the haud of Saul; 'and he ſaid, 
TY will love 'the Lord my ſtrength. The Hebrew word 
hat is uſed inthis place,{ignifieth more then bare ly co 
love; it-notes an inward, entire, cordial fove; it.is | 
k7 ” tranſlated by Junius, and alſo by Piſcator , Ex intimis 
+ viſceribus diligans te, Andart another time when Da- 
id. was communing with his own heart, abour whart 
> return. he ſhould make to God for delivering him 
from the gates of dearh, upon his crying to him, P/. 
116. 35 4z 12. he daraeming to give Gad his love, 
Dy; I. 1 love the Lord, becanſe he heard my woice. 
*. and ray ſapplications. Thar ching which a.Chriſtian 
* prizech moſt, and defirerth of God above a[l .ocher' 
Wnt | is his love, Cant. 1.2, Let hims kiſs me with 
*the kiſſes of. his month ; for thy leve ts letter than wine. 
Pal. 63.:3. Thy loving kindneſs is better than life. So 
{it is with God, that which he prizeth moſt irom US» 
:  andthat which he delireth above all other things, 15g 
: , thatwe ſhould give him our love , Dent. 10. hs And 
: now Iſrael, what doth the Lord thy God require ef. thee, 
but to fear the Lord thy God, to walk. in all his MAYES, and 
> 70 
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 #e love hims, and to ſerve the Lord thy God with all thy + L, 
. heart, and 'with all thy ſand. *Cant.q. 10. How fair 4s -Þ go 
" thy love 4 my Sifter, my Spouſe ,- how muchbetter is thy | 6 
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' ſpices? IF any ask, which way ſhall we expreſs: our Þ yþ 


- Date: 


 hispeople, P/al. 16.2, 3. My goodneſs extendeth-not to 


. cellent; in whom is all, my delight. Andwharyou do for | 
% them" the Lord willaccount of it as done-untohim- 


Je haveRine it muto me. Thiee times our Lord Jeſus 
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Jeve than wine ? ' and the ſmell of thine oyntment than all- Þ yh 


loye to God for this greatdeliverance? Ianſwer, _ 
1. By hating and abhorriog all evil, 'and;endea-. | 
vouring to root out all manner of ſin, both fromyour F ws 
ſelves, and your families; P/al. 97. 19, Te that love "2 
Fl 

þ 


the Lord, hate evil. Sinjs an abominable thing in the | 
fight of God, and cherefore he entreateth us, that if 
we love him, we would not do thar which his ſoul ha- 
tech, Jer. 44. 4. Oh do not this abominable thing that Z 
© 2, Expreſs your. loye.to God by being careful to 
keep fiis Commandments, fohn 14. 1 5, If ye tvoe me, 
keep my Commandments. '2. John 6. This is love, that we 
walk after his Commandments. God accounted obedi-: 
ence of his-Commandments a, truer token” of love, | 
than the offering of amulticude of ſacrifices, in thoſe' 
times when facrifices were in-uſe, 1 Sam, 15-22. 
Hath the Lord as great delight in burnt-efferings and ſa- \ 
erifices, as in obeyingthe voice of the Lord? Behold , to 
_ isbetter than ſacrifices and to hearken;than the fat of 

WS, ' dS < ; . | | & 

3. Expreſs your loveto God by doing all the ſer-' 
vice yoircan for his Saints and Servants: Youcannort - 
be any wayes-beneficial to God ; but you maybe co. Þ, 
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thee, but tothe Saints that are in the earth, and tothe ex- 


- . 
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felf, #fth. 25:40, Yerily I ſay unto you,” inaſmuch as 
Je hottie it anto one of the Jeaſt-of theſe my. brethren, 


Tus 


” p calls 


£ oy #2, 


Fas 
 Fcallsupan Peter ta expreſs his love to him, by doing 
*poodro his members, 'Foh. 21, 15, 16, 17. Feſwd ſaid | 

| #8 Simon Peter; Simon ſon of - Jonas, loveſt than me more 
 { thantheſe 3 He ſaith unto him, yea, Lord, tho kuoweſt 
| "hat T love thee ; He ſaith unto hins, Feed my Lambs. 
8 He: [aith nnto him the ſecond time, Loveſ® thou me ? 
f He ſaith #nto him, yea, Lord ; He ſaith unto him, Feed 
| wy Sheep. He faith unto him the third time, Loveſt thou 
"| 7 Feed roy Sheep, ; 
o +3 "4s 1 
© I ; Fob, > OOO - 

2. They that have ſuſtained little or noloſs by this 
_ dragdfi] fire, wherein ſo-many thouſands of perſons 
| and families have ſuffered very deeply , have grear 

-2auſe to give thanks, unto God for ſparing and deli- 
| yering cheir ſubſtance, and their houſes from this de- 
'Youring Fire. | The Prophet //aiah having mentioned 
ajtime of preat deſolation , wherein a little remnane 
© thonldeſcape, tellech us whar chis remnant ſhould. 
xender unto the Lord, Iſs. 24.13; 14. #hen thus it 
| ſhall be in the midſt of the Land among the. people , there 
"ſhall be as the ſhaking of an Olive Tree, and as the gleaning 
' Grapes when the vintage ts done ; they ſhall tift up their 
 -woice, they ſhall fing for the majeſty of the Lord : —Four . 
[times in one Pſalm doth. the Holy Ghoſt call upon 
the children of men to praiſe the Lord for delivering 
"*them our of cheir diſtreſles, P/al,109,8,15, 21, 31-Q 
that men would" praiſe the Lord for his goodneſs, and. for 
"bis wonderful works tothe children of men. When Das. 
vid was delivered fromthe hands of violent men, he 
+ was much affected with the mercy of God. and de- 
- termines to give. God hearty thanks for it, Pſal. 15. 
'..48,49. Thos haſt delivered me from the violent man ; 
therefore will 1 give thanks unto thee', O Lord, among 
the Heathen, and ſing praiſe unto thy Name. To be 
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 Verant _ Devil hid "Rh 7 Bo. Lermad.s affe& 
with this mercy forthe preſent, -bur lettbe ſenſe'ar 
þ 'of ir abide with yo: as long” LOA 
4el in Tr ro hrough 


for ear thy in ot bus pbk David 
er. ipiric ». he clargelt his foul never. to 
he Gods ns, bur br bleſs God and be: 'chankhi 
emall the. dayesof his life; [R/al, 103.2. 
ML; 4, Or) 5) ſoul, and forg oY bie benefits. 
34-1; 7 will Heſs the Lord at Sl times; hu praiſe (| 
continually be in ny. month. (Pfal. 30.'12.'0 Loyd my. 
God,. I will give thanks wnto: hes for ever. Pal. TO4s.) 
3. 'T- will ſong 'unt0 the' -Lord. as long. as T-live;'" Twill 
ng praiſe nnto my God, while 1 have my being: We. 
Pleaſe God-exceedingly, when we give-him.- praiſe } 
ahd.cbanks, by. Jeſus Chriſt, for the mercies he be- - 
RKowerh: _ us, Heb. 14.1.5, 16. By him therefore . 
Tet; 344 of the Peres of praj © ta God continually; that | 
*, the fruit of ogr- lips; ving'thanks to bis Nane-—fot 
with yl {acrifice:God.ts well-pleaſet,” Pal, 69. 3& - 
BE I willpraiſe the Name of God with «Sug, and will: 
 magnifie hins' with Thankegiving "thy alſo ſhall pleaſe - 
you” Fob arts thanian Oxe or Bulock that hath' horns: \ 
and hos...” God accounts the'praiſerhat/his ſervants. 
'offer-up co-him/ in the Name of his Son, melodious. 
and: delightful muſick;- Epheſ: 5: 19,120: Making | 
 _weludy in; "Jour heart: tothe Lord, giving thanks alnayr. 
Nt 4. hthegrs ante Jo ane Fac ry. oh Name. of | 
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for ey? your houſes and, ſubſtance;; arid - Po 


= __ Ring chemo be tefroyed by the Inctiread- * 


agreatafition i it is to be Jeftinn Wl | 
=> of neceſfatyfood?- Wheti David was 


dering,unſerl{ed condition, he met withſach 


oh made him ſhed many arear; Pſal. 568. 
! ws elle my wanderings , put thou! my tears into thy 
8 :AvOnben God gave him a ſerled'habiration, 
Godicates his houſe xo: God , and reGlves to'be 
ankful all che dayes of his life, "Pſal. 30.12.0 Lord 
God, [will givethanks unto thee for ever.” This 


+ : ppol ref giving PROG tor ever, y/relntevto rfierime 


TS 


| ith eb end wh 
4 ed to iecfrom his fathers houſe 
þ aro os oder Eſan's fary,:and knew-yor what 
es bemighr meer with, 'he4ooked :upoit/it > avfich 
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pomorethan wharis commanded, I Per. I.'T 5. As he 
Subich bath called you is holy, fo be ye holy in all manuer f 


_ F082 


\ 
j 


FE £ 2 &\ EI" ' 8 
Ku 7 CE ry, PIP 10 We A r” "RR 
TAROT ba - 3o IR" . PE 4 OE.) af 
2 WK I85TY? mm 5 OS, 10 TE 
” Fs F Pg < <5 als. A 
- as =O -_ 4 - 
* «$0 LE I v5 
Ap fk nd - "i 
ee hk. PF 4.6 
3 
4 
[4 
Fi 
* 
: 
. 
» 


. L = . ; bs & : S 4 

F JP B; 46 eB Ou” +. $$: 2h WS” nl te E&F.. Ws ig 
” - 6 PUIRT T 5045 ), a "1% 4 g Te) ALF 1b PE COLTS T9CN y = 4 
$6 is, Ns 0 Nor BO WOT n SS A : by 12 00 a 7 Py i 


|. + | Thisfire, do cor only glorifie God-your ſelves”, but 
as F oh ' - | | | = 3 | 5 c 


F : \*I' 2B 
' - 


* . %S F - WA 
7 # þ, 6 
do ''A 


nes, he. choughc"ir not enough cogive-glory to | 


God :himſelf.,: bur-' callerh upon others alſo co 

| os. 0 ts wich him y; Pal. 343+ ;.0 ' magni- 
fe the Lord with me, and let recexalt bis -nume together. 
Doyou follow his example,: ſeeing God' bath fo ra 
ciouſly: preſerved: your: -houſes., and ſubſtance from 
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ur Wives, and* Children, ant Trees 
of enero Q- > negate he 
= - few exalt tis N 
11 4 "If you would dedicate-your houſes ger vg RY 
e them-houſes of - prayer z pray with your Family 
y "morning's and; everp|evening : and, beſides 
ying with:your Family,:go'into y t Cloſer , and and 
ur ouryoub fouls ro God infecret;andcalt:co your 
Sk [= nts and Children-co pray in ſecret; as well asto 
| jo *71 in"family prayer,” Afatth;\ 21. TJs': My: ny 
| Jail be called the houſe of prayer. ION 
''" þ5- Entertain hs willing ey chearful inde all 
| Gods friends and gheſts, that heac any time ſendsto . 
\Þ Jour houſes ; Afreryou have dedicated your bouſes 
[© God, youthotld be aswilling to entertain Gods. 
"Wiends and Gods gheſts as your own. / If: yourask who 
| 'P e Gods friends, and whoare his gheſts? I _ 
| png godly men, 'John:15::14- Ne: are: my friends 
F '5e do whatſoever 1. command: you. '/When God outs. 
ſino the hearts of ay- of this ſervants;20 :come to 
yobr houſes; yau- ſhould 'moſtgladly receivethem; 
or they leave a-bleſſing-behindethem ,: cAfatth: 10. 
i tte He that receiveth a Tighteeta man, inthenonue of 4 
Meory man's. ſhall. rective\'a;righteous mans. rewards. 
& All godly Miniſters; when you receivethem into 
Four houſes;the Lord Jeſus eakech-ir as kindly as if you 
| Fo ceived himſelf, or his Father; John I 3:20; Ferily, 
#3 erily, 1 ſay ante you, he that received whowfeever 1 ſendg 
B Rereiveth me'; and be that receiurth me , reagiweth him 
F #bat ſent me.-:. 3; Such as are ſtrangers, Aatth. 255 
135+ N was a frranger , and Ye took. me ins Heb. T3, 2s 
| "Benet forgetful to entertain ſrrangers ; 3 for thereby ſome. 
| have entertaintd Apgels . mnawares. Job 315.32: i The 
 Rranger did not lbage in the ftirects., bus 1 opened mydoors 
» the traveller, 4. Such asare driven fromebeir — wa 
ou hy 


OW "T jr w C 
Cy a ; pe 
PAY oong We 


| : 
A pw T:. 
F:- p » - 
>g - CN 
e Ss gs Se. , 
* - 


JMI 


wn ve i 
Prov. 3. a 
E== he #1 


% 


be fire; thar' aehac- is upon-Jour 
01 'ro Gods glory: 1 So ap iris men* 
as #viee; to{pen#thoſe things 
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an! as *civint rhy Mar» 
oduce not ok ebedto 
m_ Aubry <r rs wi chearfulneſs, Demt. 28, 
7 —_ thou ſervedft wot the Lord thy God with 
with Ladneſoof. dreart, Fer edkiiee - 
. wth the . Mg ſendiagainf thee , ink Anu 
Gnibinſs, amdinnakedneſy, and in. ways all 
1 ſes. 'Doigood accordi to your: lip wrick Twikan 
3God hath given you  thehungry ; .cloach-the 
Maked, relieve che Fa Fatherleſsand the V Widows; then 
> ou glorifie: God: withiyour:Eftaces whem:yqu do 
0 ood with chem, -andretieve the poor-and cheneedy, 
F Prov. 14.31-: He that" oppreſſeth: thei poor; 
| be CIaker'; but be that honoureth him bath tarrey>:o8 
w” poor, . He chat miniftrech eo others neceſſities; be ir 
8 reorfefs; if: it-be. according .torhe ability cbac 
_Fhod bach given him;.glorifiech God: Peto42 70,11; 
3d 670 man hath received the gift , even fo ie 
| F 2c. one-b0 another, as geod ſtewards of the naanif, 
of God-——If . any as CPR let Angrrnesþ 46 xs of the 
A botility that God gh iveth,. that God in all things way br glo+ 
 Fhified through: Tin Chriſs;" Wherefore give freely 
and liberally/upon all-occalions:to ſuchasareinne= 
| eſlry, remembring bow che Scriptures charge and 
; encourage you co give bourkifully:to rhe:poor: ler 
_ memindeyouof a few placesto this purpoſe, 1 7m, 
7 7's A 2a 8. Gap thens the are rich Dd” © 
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barns i cial manner to relieve with our Chari: 

ow 44 &—- wth 3.09 tha .M 
= . you bare any nearRelacionsthararelin want; Þ | 
e janner "26 make care to re- | 
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* "When Job had 
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$2, If you know any godly men to be in want , you 
. | thould in an eſpecial manner be. careful to relieve 
-F their wants, Gal. 6.10. Let #5 do good wnto all men, 
' Þ eſpecially wnto them who are of the howſhold of faith: 
' Þ and as you ſhould have refpeR unto godly men above 
- F others, ſo.in a more peculiar manner to godly Mini- 
| ffers. When the Apoſtle Pas, who was a Miniſter 
| of Chriſt, was relieved in his neceſſities by the Phi- 
' Ippians, ſee how acceptable this was unto the Lord, 
"8 ÞÞil. 4. 18, Ihaveal, and abound, I ans full, h 
Received of Epaphroditns the things which were ſent from 
| ow, 43 odour of a ſweet ſmell, « [aerific acceptable, mell- 
"I«/ng. to God. The ſmalleſt kindneſs chat we can * 
| agine done to any of Chriſts ſervants, whether 
'& Hinifſters, or others, upon this account , becauſe 
they belong to Chriſt, ſhall nor go without a reward, 
| Cork 9. 41, Whoſoever ſhall oo you-a cup of water to + 
| drink in my Name, becanſe ye belong to Chriſt ;- verily 1 
Jay unto you, He ſhall nos loſe his reward. 
J 3: Such, as are in greateſt want and neceſlity, ei- 
| the becauſe they are burdened with Children, or 
ave formerly lived plentifully , and ſo know not 
{| how to bear a low condition ; ſuch as on any account 
-# are brought into aneceſſitouscongition, and are like 
-toperiſh for want of relief: theſe ought in an eſ- 
' Þecial manner to be looked after, and relieved, Fob 
Þ ?9. 13. Thebleſſing of hins that was ready to periſh came 
| #pon .e. Lev. 25. 35. If thy brother be waxen ors 
and fallen in decay with thee, then thou ſhalt relieve him'; - 
Fes, though he be a ſtranger, or a ſojourner,- that he may © 
 Tive with thee; Here we are direted what ſort of 
{ perſons we ſhould relieve: 1. Were to relieve 
Tach as have lived well formerly, and are waxen poot, 
indfallen in decay ; whether he. be, a brother or a 
Rranger. 2, We are to relieve choſe thar live inthe 
= | places 
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322 What perſons areto be relieved, &c. .* Q.2, 


places wherewe live , before others at a farther di- |} 
| Rance. If a brother be fallen in decay with thee, || | 
thou ſhalt relieve him. 3. Such as know nothowro [5 
live without ſome relief, that he may live. But as was 
ſaid before; if the neceſſity of perſons fearing God, 
be as grear as other mets, their neceſſities are to be 
conſidered before others , Roms. 12.13. Diſtributing 
go the. nece {ſity of Saints : and if we know or hear of | 
"any of Gods ſervants that are in want, we ſhould. 4 
ſend relief rothem, chough they live in places chat F* 
are at great diſtance. from us. The Diſciples of |: 
eAnticch (ent relief as far as Jude«' to the diſtrefled 
Servants of Chriſt, At: 11. 29. Then the Diſciples, 
every man according to his ability , determined to ſend re- 

. © lief to the brethren which dwelt in Tudea. 
4. Such perſons as are moſt ſhifrleſs and friendleh, 
as Widows , Fatherleſs Children, Orphans, and 
Strangers, theſe alſo. ought to be conſidered ina 
more eſpecial manner , as being great ObjeQs of 
Charity, . Fob 29. 12, 13. /delivered the poor that cried, 
and the fatherleſs, and him that had none to help him—[ 
cauſed the widows heart to ſing for joy. God taketh a 
ſpecial care of the Widows, and Fatherleſs, and 
Strangers, P/al. 146. 9. The Lud fc fag the 
ftrangers, he relieveth the fatherleſs and widow —And 
we ſhould labour to reſemble God : ſee alſo Job 3r. 
16, 17, 18, 19, 20. © 
5. We ſhould minde what opportunities God puts || | 
into our hands, and. embrace our preſent opportuni- || | 
ries ; and we ſhould be doing good to thoſe, unto || ; 
whom our opportunity leadeth us to do good, Gal. || | 
| 
| 
| 


1 
| 


6.10, As we have therefore « abr ». let #5 do p00d 
unto all men—Ecclel. 9.10. Whatſoever thy hand findeth 
to-do, do it with thy might. Prov. 3. 27, 28. With- 
hold.not g'od from them to whom it is due , when it is , | 

: | the 
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"I Dipwrack, and were caft upon their coaſts ; they re- 


[ 


Bo # by thee... You ſee here, we ſhould nor defer 
| D8r opporcunities of doing good ſo much as for one 


'#T fhall add no more upon this head; but only pur 
| Fon in mind of the curteons cartiage of the barba- 
 fous people bf Melita; towards ſuch as had ſuffered 


1 
pd 


# teivedevery oneof the ſhipwracked perſons ina cur- 
Teous manner; and at their departure did abundanely 
"Upply all their neceffities, AF. 28. 1, 2,10. hen 
they were eſcaped, then they knew that the Iſland was cal- 
| ted Melita > and the barbaroms people ſhewed ws 10 little 
' Kinaneſs ; for they kindled a fire , and receiyed #4 every 
the, becauſe of the preſent rain, and becauſe of the cold— 
who alſo honowred. us with many honours, and wheys we 
feparted, they laded us with ſuch things as were n:ceſſa- 
H. Will itnot be a ſhame for Chriſtians to be want- 
ing in relieving, their brethren ; that have ſuffered 
the loſs of cheir Eſtares by fire ; when as theſe. Bar- 
barians ſhewed great kindneſs to men that they never 
hw before ; when they ſuffered fhipwrack and loſt 
their ſhip, and all their goeds in the Sed. © 

- Ek SECT, 9. 

9. Render your ſelves to God by way of sraticude 


for his ſparing of you from this ſore judgment which 
bach fallen ſo heavily upon others. Your Houſes 
and Eſtates are coo little co give unto God for this 
Mercy ; and therefore you ſhall do well to give yout 
ſelyes, both body and ſoul, all that you have andare, 
linto. the Lord; When David was debating the caſe 
with bimſelf, what be ſhould render to the Lord fer 
bis benefics; he reſolves to give himſelf ro God, a 
ha . . 
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324 We fronld give onr ſelves Q:3:.0 
be bis ſervant.z and that not only in profeſſion ; bue || * 
"indeed and in truth, P/al. 116.12, 16, What ſhall I 
render unto the Lord for all his benefits towards me? Oh || 
Lord, truly I am- thy ſervant, I am thy ſervant, —. || 
2 Chron. 30. 8. Be ye not ftiff-neched, — but yield your |_ 
ſelves nato the Lord, == 2 Cor. 8. 5. But firſt gave their 
own ſelves to the Lord. What the Apoſtle ſaid to the 
Corinthians, 2 Cor, 12. 14. I ſeek not yours, but you : 
The like may be ſaid of God, He doth not ſeek ours, 
but us ; be is more pleaſed when we' give him our |: 
ſelves, than with any other gift that wethave-ro-give | | 
him. As a Chriſtian looketh upon it as the greateſt || : 
favour that God can beffow upon him, for God to 

ive himſelf to him; he prizeth none of Gads pifts 

omuch as the gift of himſelf : ſo it is with: God, he 
eſteemeth a mans giving up himſelf ro God , aboye 
all the gifts that he can give to God, Let there- 
fore the mercigs which God hath givenyou, prevail 
with you to giveyour ſelves, your whole ſelves, both 
body and ſoul unto God. | 1. Let Gods mercies pre- 
vail with you to give God your bodies, Row. 12, I. 
teſeech you therefare, Brethren, by the mercies of God, 
that ye preſent your bodies a living ſacrifice , holy, ac+ 
ceptable unto God, which i your reaſonable ſervice. It 
may be ſome will ſay, What? Doth God care for 
our bodies 2 Will that be an acceptable gift co God? 
The Apoſtle afſurerh us.it will be an acceptable pre- 
ſent, when they are preſerved holy, preſent your bo- 
' dies, holy, acceptable unto God, And he tellerh us 
elſewhere, that the Lord is deſirous of our bodies as 
| well asof our ſouls, 1 Cor. 6. 13, The body is — for 
the Lord, and the Lord. for the body. Now then we give 
God our bodies, when we keep our bodies in ſubje- 
Aion to the will of God,when we rule and governall 
the members of our bodies by the Word of ker 
when 
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[31 _. both body and ſou! unto God. 325 


"when we are content to.do or ſuffer any thing in our 
 Þodies for the ſake of God, that God and Chriſt may 
be magnified in our bodies, Phil. 1. 20. when we do 
not ſuffer (in to reign in our bodies, neither do yield 
the members of. our bodies as inftruments of .un- 
 Hghreouſneſs to lin, but do-readily-yield up all che 
\ members of our bodies as inſtruments of righteouſ- 
nels to do the will of God ; this'is to give God our 
bodies. And this is char which che Apoſtle calls for, 
' Rows, 6.1.2,13. Let not ſinreign in your mortal bedy,. that 
ye ſhould obey if in the Inuſts thereof ;, neither yield ye 
Jour members as inſtruments of unrighteonſneſs unto 
in; but yicld your ſelves nntoGad, as thoſe that are 
; Hove from the dead., and your members as inſtruments 
of righteouſneſs unto God. 2. Give God your: ſouls 
as well as your bodies, otherwiſe:you do not preſent 
your bodies ro God 4 living . ſacrifice, according,to 
' the forementjoned exhortarion, Rome. 12.1. for, The 
body without the ſpirit is dead, Jam. 2. 26. And if 
| the body be'a dead carcaſe without the. ſpirit, then 
we cannot preſent our badies a living ſacrifice unto 
God, unleſs we give him our ſouls together wich 
our bodies, The foul is that which God deſires a- 
bove all chings, ,Prov, 23. 26. My ſon, give me thine 
Beart.— Mactth. 22,3738, Tho ſhalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thine heart, and with all thy ſou!, and with 
all thy mind ; this is the firſt and great Commandement. 
And why ſhould any of us tick at this,, the giving 
Our. ſelves both body and ſoul unto God, ſeeing it is 
our reaſonable ſervice? Let me ſhew you the equi- 
ty of what I am exhorcting you unto, that ſo ſuch 
of you as have received great mercies from God, 
may be perſwaded by way of graticude, to give 
your ſelves the more cazertully both body and faul 
unto the Lord. 
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© T, Ourbodies and ſouls are not our own, bur the L 
Lords ; and ſhall we refuſe to give God' his own? $4 
Shall” we be backward: to glorifie God with that Þ- 
which is his own? I Cor, 6. 19,20, ——Te are mt | 
Jour own, for ye art biught with a'price ; therefore gle- | © 
Tie God in your bedy and in your ſpirit, which are Gods, || © 
-God:did not make either our bodies or our ſouls tor Þþ 
the ſervice of ſinor Satan, bur for himſelf, . r Cor. 6. | 
T3. Now the bedy is not for fornication, but for the + 
Lord,=— Prov. 16.4. The Lord hath made all things || * 
"for himſelf. Rev.'4.11. Thos art worthy, O Lord, t NN. 
weceive glory and honour, and power ; for thou baſt cre- 
ated all things,--and for thy pleaſmrt they are and were © 
created, Now' ſeeing 'our bodies and -ſouls were ||: 
' exited for Gods plealure ;' Is it not meet they ſhould 
"be yielded:upuntoGod ? MS ICED 
22." The Lord'Jeſus gave himſelf both body and || 
ſoul for us, + He yielded his body 'to be crucified | 
for us,which was boch a ſhameful and a painful death, 
TI Cor, 11. 24. "This # my body "which was broken fur 
you, —— I Per. 2. 24. Pho his own ſelf bare onr ſins 
in his own'body «n the Tree , that we being dead. ant 
fin,' ſhould live wnto righteouſneſs ; by whoſe - ftripes ye 
"were healed. Ifa. 50. 6. Igave my back to the ſmiters, 
and my chteks to them that” plucked of the hatr ; IT hid 
"not my face from ſhame and ſpitting, . Why ſhould 
 werefuſe to giveour bodies ro be burned, impriſon- 
ed, baniſhed, rortured, or ro ſuffer any affliction for 
the ſake of Chriſt, ſeeing he gave his-body to ſuf- 
fer ſich a ſhameful and painful death for us? The 
Lord Jeſus did not only give his body , bur his foul 
alſo an offering for our {ins, 7/A. 53.10. [t pleaſed 
the Lcrd to bruiſe him, he hath put him to grief, when 
thow (halt make his ſoul an offering for fin, he ſhall ſie 
his ſeed, — Shall we ſtick at giving our ſouls co 
Eu , | A Chriſt, 


| Chrift,when be did not ſtick at making his ſoul an of- 
FHering for our (ins? © 

2-3, Jewill be much for the advantage both of our 
bodies and foulsto give them unto God ; for he will 
Aanctifie chem, and make them his Temple, and come 
and dwell in chem, I Cor. 3.16. Know ye not that ye 
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r i are the Temple of God, and that the ſpirit of God dwel- 


| Teth in you ? 2 Cor. 6. 16. Ye are the Temple of the li- 
\ving God, as God hath ſaid, 1will dwell in ag walk - 

| 3s them._—. Now, who are they to whom the Apo- 
He ſpeaks, when be faich, Ye are the Temple of the li- 
" ving God , &c. They were ſuch as had given them- 
| felves ro God ,:as you may ſee, Chap. 8. 5. But firſt 
| gave their own ſelves to the Lord, —— What greater 
Honour or happineſs are our. ſouls and bodies capa- 
ble of, whilt"they are in this world , than to be- 
| *come_Lemples of the living God ? Bne belides this, 
| af we give our bodies and ſouls unto God, he will 
1 | (i both our bodies and ſouſs in anunexpreſſi- 
8 ble manner in the Kingdom of Heaven to. all erer- 
' hity. The Sun is a glorious creature, it dazleth - 
- our eyesto behold it; God will give his Saines in ' 

| + Heaven 4a glory equal tothe brightneſs of the Sun, 
» Matth. 13. 43. Then ſhall the righteous fhine forth 
* « the Sen, inthe Kingdows of their Father : yea, they 
- Thall excel rhe Sun in glory, for they ſhall be equal 
- to the Angels, and the Angelsare far more glorious 
"ceatures than the Sun, L£Zzk. 20. 36. Neither can 

. they dye any more ; for they are equal unto the Angels, 

. and are the Children ef God, being the Children of the 

_ *Reſwrreftion: yea, they ſhall be made like co Chriſt, 
«their bodies ſhall be made like to his glorious body, 
Phil. 3. 21. Who ſhall change our vile body, that it may be 
faſhioned like unto his glorious body, — and their ſouls 


ſhall be made like to his glorious ſoul, 1 Foh. 3. 2. 
| Y 4 wm 


. bodies and ſovls unto God. 327 


328 The Sarrificerof Rightewſmſs ' Q3z. (| 

"BS h we Fs y 7 £ ven ES Fs. > 7 a wal Mp 
—IWe ay be like him, for we ſhall fee him as he is. We, | 
——that is, not our bodies only, or our foulsonly ; |: 


E. but our perſons, both body and ſoul ſhall” b 


Ss CT. 10. PEE E 
10; Render to God the Sacrifices of righteouſ. | 
neſs. When we have received any eminent mercy ||. 
from God , heexpeRs that we ſhould offer up unto ||. 
him the ſacrifice of a righteous and godly life, which 
will pleaſe him better than all the Sacrifices that 
were offered up under the Law, Pſal. 4. 5. Offer 
the Sacrifices of Righteonſneſs. Pal. 51.17, 19. The 
Sacrifices of God are a broken (pirit, a brokts and a con- 
trite heart , O God, thou wilt not deſpiſe, —— Then 
ſhalt thou be pleaſed with the ai wp righteou(- 
neſs. — When David was'wonderfully delivered from | 
the ſnares of death, he determines to offer this Sa- 
crifice to God, namely, to walk humbly and holil 
before God all the dayes of his life,. P/al: 116.6,7, 
8. I nas brought low, and he helped me : Thaw haſt de- 
livered my ſoul from death, mine eyes from tears, and 
pu) feet from falling. Then ſee what he renders to 
God for this mercy; 1 will walk before the Lord in 
the Land of the living, I have touched uponchis | 
head before, and therefore ] ſhall nor enlarge far- 
cher upon it; only I ſhall-add two Scriptures, which 
do imply, that it is our duty after we have received 
any eminent deliverances, to labpur afrer a more e- 
minent depree of holineſs than we had before; and 
are alſo promiſes, thar God will ſanRifie our deli- 
yerances, for the making of us more holy,. Obad. 17. 
Hpen monnt Zion ſhall be deliverance, and there ſhall be 
holineſs. ITfa. 4. 2, 3. In that day ſhall the Branch of 
the Lord be beantiful and gloriom , and the fruit of we 
wad hk. E art 
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arth (hall be excellent and comely for them that a 
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bt aſcaped of Iſrael. And it ſhall come to paſs, that be 


3 


"that is left'in Zion, and he that remaineth in Jeruſa- 
Tem , ſhall be called holy, even every one that is writ 


'Þ ten among the living in Jerwſalew. In the former 
- Chapter,che Propher had forerold the ruine of Ferg- 


| Falew, and the fall of Judah, 14.2. 8. and here he 
' foretells, that a little remnanc ſhould eſcape ; and 
--promiſech, that Gods judgments on others, and his 
| mercy in delivering them, ſhould conduce much to 

the promoting of their holineſs, and cauſe them ra 
- prize highly the Lord Jeſus ( who is underſtood by 

the Branch of the Lord, Zach. 3. 8.) by whoſe me- 
- rits and mediation they ſhould obtain their deliye- 
s Trance. | 


3 | \ 2 AI 7 
'- T1, Let this deliverance cauſe you to ſeek afrer, 
and to truſt in God for farther mercies and delive- 
rances, when you are broughe into ſtraits, This uſe 
God ſervants have been wont to makeof their de- 
hverances, as you may ſee by theſe inſtances, Jadg. 
15. 18. And he was ſore a thirſt , and called on t 
© Lord, and ſaid, Thon haſt given this great deliverance 
' Into the hand of thy ſervant , and now ſhall I die for 
* thirſt, and fall into the hand of the uncircumciſed. 
1 Sam. 17.37. Dawuid ſaid moreover,T he Lord that de- 
 livered we) ont of the paw of the Liom, and ont of 
the paw of the Bear ; he willdeliver mt out of the hand 
of this Philiſtine, 2 Cor. 1. 10. Who delivered us from 
ſo great adeath , and doth Aeliver ; in him we truſt that 
he will yet deliver . This God expets that when 
he barh ſhielded us from, or helped us out of one 
- trouble, we ſhould cruſt him when we come into a- 


nother, Pſ«/,115. 9. O 1ſrael, traft ths in the Lord, 


he 
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4 he's their help and their ſield, Plal. 61, 3,4. Thou haſt |} 
4 | been a ſhelter for me, and 4 frong Tower from the Ente- : 

my; 1 will abide in thy Tabernacle for ever, T will 
truſt in the covert of thy wings. Pfal. 4. 5. Offer the 
ſaceiieer of righteouſneſs, and put your truſt in the Lord. 
God was much diſpleaſed with the 1ſracliges when 
they did not truſt in him, norwicthſtanding he had 
done great things for them , Pſal. 78. 21, 22, 23, 
24.—— Anger came up againſt Iſrael , becauſe they be- 
lirved not in God, and truſted not in his ſalvation, though 
he had commanded the clouds from above, and opened the 
doors of heaven, and had rained down Manna npon theme 
toeat + —  ſeealſo ver. 32, 33. For all this they fin- 
ned till, and believed not for his wonderow works 3 there- 
fore their dayes did he conſume in vanity, and their years 
in trozble. We render that which is very pleaſing 
and acceptable ro God, when we put our truſt in 
him ; for,. The Lord taketh pleaſure in them that fear 
him, in thoſe that hope in his mercy, Plal. 147.11, | 
Tf you ask, For what ſhould great and remark- 
able deliverances cauſe a man to truſt in God? I 
T7. When a man hath had any remarkable deli- 
verance out of any tronble, it ſhould encourage him 
to, truſt in God under all his ſtraits and troubles 
that come upon him all che dayes of his life, P/al. , 
18. 50. Great deliverance giveth he to his King, and 
ſhewtth mercy to his anointed, ts David and to his ſeed 
for evermore, This Pſalm was penned upon the, oc- 
calion of that deliverance which God gaye David 
out of the hands of Sax}, as you may ſee in the title 
ofthe Plalm; and from this deliverance', he con- 
cluderh, that God would deliver him for ever, ?/al. 
6. 9. The Lord bath heard my ſupplication, the Lord will 
receive my Prayer : ſee the tore-quoted Scriptures, 
—>TS Am. 
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3 Saw. 17.37, 2 Cor. 1.10. But ſome may ſay, How 
"can chis be, Thatdeliverance from onetrouble ar 
"'calamicy ſhould cauſe us co truſt in God for delt- 
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verance from*anotber ; when as we ſee, they. chat 
eſcape one judgment, are ct off, or ſuffer deeply by 


| another? TIanſwer, 1. When God cuts off, and de- 
-ſtroys thoſe whom he hath formerly delivered ,' it is 
*pſually ſuch as diſtruſt him, and turn away from 


him, Tude 5. — The Lord. having ſaved the people. out 


| 'of the land 6 Egypt , afterward deftroyed them that be- 
tieved not. Joſh. 24. 20, 1f ye forſake the Lord, and 


4 


ſerve ſtrange Lods, then he will turn and do you hurt, and 


-conſunce you, after that he hath done you goed, 2.When, 


_*God brings his ſervants who truſt in -him, into new 
troubles, their faith is not vain, but brings down a 
- great bleſſing ; for, whenthey are not delivered from 


troubles, they are delivered in trouble, and are kept 


'from the evil of trouble, chat it doth not hurt them, 
"and this is a great deliverance, ob 5. 19. He (hall deli- 
'ver thee in ſix troables , yea in ſeven there ſhall no. evil 
touch thee. | "i 


' 2, Deliverance from temporal evils ſhould, en- 


courage the ſervants of God, to truſt inthe Lord for 


_deliverance. from ſpiritual evils, and the beftowing 
- upon them ſpirirual bleſſings. : As for inſtance, 


I. Whenthey have had deliverance our of crou- 
ble, they ſhould conclude, that God will alſo deliver 
"them from all cheir (ins, and preſerve them in/a ſtate 


of prace, till he hath brought them to himſelf in glo- 
ry, Thus Pax! concludes from his deliverance that he 


had from Ners, that God would deliver him from 
every evilwork, 2 Tins. 4. 17, 18, 1 was delivered 
ont of the month of the Lion, aud the Lord ſhall deliver 
me from every evil work, and will preſerve me anto_ his 
heavenly kingdom. | | 


2, The 


So. ES Ae EE Les Ye 
5 is 1 EE * Ny 4+ A. Pg v3; 8 , \F 
ES , 4 Yo p | 
o » F - 
LE” 2 ? 


- : " ET" 

" W 4 "ON . TREES? 4, » 5 tdi; oz z "tap" ,- o 4 
. "7 it 7 4 Wo. -AY Ade 5 wake Suk 5 < #64 204" q # oY Iz * 464 Py bo 
Pl an On Ss AE 6 £19 2a © td Id a8 SEN et v Od 4 F ; * 

6 to8 > Fe et IR cd Ot EP ne H8 Ee Wy et. 0 eh >" ag 

2 * ns Cy EY art of EF EY BEER 43, ENTS La 0 SANS FOE ws, : 
Jo SIN " WI LA RY <P ISS a 
2 ” ? 


> \ ſe 4 » 5 = 4 E Þ,] 
[+ 
v 6-7 
4 
$ 


ants of God that have eſcoped grear 


, 


24 


2. The 


calamities, and been delivered from great dangers, | 


ſhould truſt in God for a broken heart ro mourn 
for their (ins ; for God promiſech this mercy to ſuch 
as eſcape great. judgments, Ezrk., 7.16. They that 
rſcape of ther, fhall eſcape, and ſhall be on the Mountains 
like 


ſoul þ wilt 1 
' falling, that 7 "way walk before God in the light of the 
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Amongſt others cthag may be named, I will mention 
thefe two. co 
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| + 1; Redemption from outward troubles, is given to 
| rheſervants off God by vertue of the Covenane of * 
Grace, as well as ſpiritual bleſfings, Z2/al. 111. 9. He 
| [ent redemption unto his people , he hath commanded his 
| govenant for ever. Plal, 106. 4445s Nevertheleſs, he 
| regarded their affliftion, whenhe heard their try ; and he 
rewembred for them bis (ovenank, Now when we finde 
- God remembring his Covenant'in one kinde, it may 
-encourage-us to trfft in God for all the other ble(= 
| fings which are promiſedto us in Gods Covenant. 
.- 2, Redemptionfrom outward troybles,is given to 
the ſervants of God from che ſame love of God thae 
ſpirieual bleſſings are beſtowed upon them, 7/a.63.9/ 
1n all their afflittions he was afflified, and the Angel of 
. bwpreſence ſaved them ; in his love and in his pity he re= 
deemed them, and he bare thgms, and carried them all the 
 dayes of old. Iſa. 38. 17. Behold, for peace I had. 
great bitterneſs, but thos haſt in love to my ſoul delivered 
ut froms the pit of corruption, — Pſal. 18, 19. He brought 
 weforth into alarge place, he delivered me , becauſe he 
delighted in me. Now even outward deliverances be- 
ing tokens of Gods loveto his Servants , they may 
thereby be encouraged co truſt in God for ſpiritual 
bleſſings, P/al. 36. 6,7, 8. There is much of Gods 
_ Tove ſeen in his preſerving our perſons and goods z 
O Lord, thou preſerveſ# man and beaſt, how excellent is 
thy loving kindeneſs ? his loving kindneſs ſhould cauſe 
us to truſt in him— therefore the children of men put 
thelr truſt ander CR of thy wings. And this 1o- 
ving kindeneſs of God ſhould cauſe usto truſt in him, 
not only for outward, bur alſo for ſpiritual bleſſings, 
as appears fromthe eighth verſe. 
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- T2. -Let this deliverance cauſe you to prepare for 
your day of viſitation,. and to be ready to undergo 
whatever afflitions God ſhall ſee. meer co. lay, ipon 
you,: Amos 4. In, 12. [ ave.overthrown ſome of you, 
as God overthrew Sodems and Gomorrah , and ye were as 
4 orig blucked ont of the burning——prepare to nycet 
thy God, O 1ſrael. Both they that have ſuffered by 

this. Fire, ſhould prepare tor farther ſufferings (as 

hath been hinted in the ſecond Queſtion) andthey 
chat eſcaped this burning, ſhould prepare againſt che 
day. of their viſitation. Preparing your ſelves for 
afflitions, is no way incon(iftene with that truſting in 

God, to which Iexhorred you in the former Section, 
but, is an efte&t and-fruiMbf Faith. Ir was Noah's 
faith, and not his difidence that. moved himeo pre- 
pare an Ark, when he underſtood the Flood was 


 coning, Heb. 11.7, By Faith Noah being warned of 


Jod of things not ſeen as yet , moved with fear , prepared 
- p Vir is al a needful point for , Chriſtian to 
be prepared forall ſorts of affliction, I ſhall enlarge 
a little upon it, and ſhew you, 1. Why it is needful 
that we ſhould be prepared for. all kindes of afi&i- 


' on. 2. How this may be done, There is great rea- 


ſon that we ſhould prepare our ſelves and ſtand ready 
for all ſorts of affliction, becauſe, ] 
_.1. Aswe are men; men thart carry about with us a 
body of {in and death, we are liable to troubles and 
calamities every day, as long as we live in this world, 
Fob 5. 7. Man is born mnto trouble, as the ſparks flie 
upward, Job 14.1. Man that is born of a woman is of 
few dayes, and full of troubles, For ought we know 
everyday may bring forth as much trouble as we are 
able roþear z if i be otherwiſe we muſtaſcribe ir -o 
« | £ 


I he a C*. ”- Es dd 


F'Q.3- M1 Chriftians ſhould be prepared for Affidtions. 37g 
'the goodneſs of God , Matth. 6. 34: Swfficient unto 
"the day 'is the evil thereof - and this 1s our condition as 


| long as we live, to beliable to rreuble and ſorrow all 


our dayes, Gen: 3. 17. Cxrſed is the ground for thy 
ſake in ſorrow ſhalt thou eat of it all the dayes of thy life. 
There is not any one creature in the world , no not 
| *that from which we promiſe our ſelves moſt comfort, 
bur ar onetime or another. it may vex our very ſouls, 
Eccleſ. 2. 17. All is vanity and vexatign of ſpirit. 
. 2. As weare godly men, ſo weare liable co many 
and great troubles, Pſal. 34. 19. Many are the affii- 
| @ions of the righteons, Rev. 7. 14. Theſe are they * 
which came ont of great tribulation. AQts 14. 22, We 
muff through much tribulation enter into the Kingdoms of 
"God. God would not have any godly man promiſe 
himſelf immunity from trouble, but wonld have him 
prepare for the ſharpeſt tryals, 2 Tims 3: 12. Tea, and 
4ll that will live godly in Chrift Feſma, ſhall ſuffer perſe- 
£#tion. If we look over the examples of Gods ſer- 
'vants, we ſhall finde they have all gone through very 
prear tryals. What croſſes did Jacob meet with from 
- his brother Eſas, bis Uncle Laban, bis own Children, 
'&c. there was ſcarce a day wherein he did not meet 
-wich' ſome trouble, as he tells Pharach, Gen. 47.9. 
"Few and evil have the dayes of the years of my life been, 
| David who was a man after Gods own heart had a 
great portion of troubles, Pſal. 73. 14: eAMll the day 
long have I been plagned, and chaſtned every morning. 
Pſal. 31, 9, 10.—/Aineeye is conſumed with grief, yea, 
my ſoul and my belly ; for my life is ſpent with grief, and 
my years with fighing. Heman was full of troubles, 
and that from his youth up, and thoſe ſo great, thar 
he wasready to dye under them, Pſa}. 88. 3, 15. My 
ſoul is full of troubles, and my life draweth nigh unts 
the graue—l am «fflifted, and ready to dye, from my youth 
: #Þs 


p. Yea, Jeſus Chriſt who was Gods own Son, was 
a man of ſorrows, and acquainted with grief, Ifa. 53. 3. 
':- 3, Wecannot aſſure our ſelves that we ſhall be ex- 
empted from any kinde of trouble ; for whilſt we 
are inthe body,we are liableto all kindes of adverfi- 


ty, Heb. 13. 3, Remember them that are in bonds, as 


bound with them ; and them which ſuffer adverſity, as be- 
Jng your ſelvgs alſo inthe bedy. Better than we are,bave 
met with all ſorts of troubles, Pal. 88. 7. Tho haſt 
afflifted me withwll thy wayes. Pal. 42.7. Ai thy waves 
and thy billows are gone over me. We may meet with 
_ fach afflitions as we never looked for, or ſcarce ſo 
much as thought'sf them, 1ſa. 64. 3, Thon didft ter- 
rible things which we looked not for.. And as all ſorts 9 
afflitions do atrend us; fo at all times, and in all 
places, we cannot promiſe our ſelves freedom from 
affliction in any place, As 20. 22,23. / go boundin 
the ſpirit unto Jeruſalem not knowing the thing « that ſhall 
befal me there; ſave that the Holy Ghoſt witneſſeth in eve« 
ry City, ſaying, That bonds and afflitions abide me. Nei- 
ther can we promiſe our ſelves freedom from crouble 
any one day, Prov, 27. 1. Boaſt not thy ſelf of to mor- 
ow, for thon knoweſt not what a day may ping forth, 
Now ſeeing we are liable to all ſorts of affliftions in 
all places, and at all times, is it not our concernment 
to ſtand prepared continually for all ſorts of tryals ? 
4- God oft-times makes very great and ſuddain 
changes in our conditions, when we leaſt think of 
them :. when weare inthe height of proſpericy , and 
advetlity is far from our thoughts; when we are look- 
ing for nothing but good dayes, God ſuddenly exer- 
ciſeth us with preat cryals, ob 30. 26. When .T looked 
for £006, then evil carte unto me ; and when I waited for 
light, there carze darkneſs, Pſal. 30: 6, 7. In my proſpe- 
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rity, { ſaid, 1 ſhall n:ver be n13ved.; Lord by thy ſavor - 'l 
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Bidethy Face, ind T'whs troubled. When Job ſaid "I -_ 


| Pall dhe in my neft, 1 ſhall multiply ney Aayes as the ſand, 
| Fob 29. 18, It was bur a little *after he complains, 
j Terrors are tnrned «pon me, they purſue my ſoul'as the 
whlde, "and my welf are 'paſſeth anay as a cloud ; andnow 
Wy ſoul is powret out wpon me , the dayer of affliftion have 
taken hold wpon me, Job 30. 15, 16. When Abraham 
was full of joy for his Son 7/aac, there ariſeth a great 
- Midtion in his Family; 7ſnael: ſcoffs at 1/auc;' $4- 
| Fab makes ſutero Hbraham ro caftour Hagar and her 
Yon +-and it is ſaid, The thing was very grievous in Abras 
Wins fobt , biranſe of 'big Son, Geri, 20, 11, ' Aﬀter- 
wards when God was ſo eminently preſent with 47 4- 
- Saw, chat Abimeleth takes notice of it, and defireth 
'tomakea leapue with him, Gen. 20.22, 23. and: af- 
fer He had been worſhiping God , ver. 33. on afſud= 
den God broughr'as great a tryal upon him as poſſibly 
: could befal him 3\-he calls him co: offer up his-Son 
Tſacc for a burnt-offering ; and that without any 'de- 
lay, Gen. 22. 2. Take now thy Son, thine only Son Iſaac, 
whom thoat loveſt, and get thee into the land Moriah, and 
fer hins there for a burnt-offering — Tis not,takea year, 
ora month hence; bur, take now; he was to ſetupon 
| the work without delay. 
5, Godcallethupon ns with great earneſtneſs to 
" Prepare our ſelves ro undergo ſuch afflitions as” he 
hall lay upon us, Amor 4.12: Thus will I dountothee; 
"O1ſracl, and becauſe 1 will do thus unto thee, prepare to 
meet thy God, O 1ſtael. Jer. 46. 14. Declare ye in 
Egypt; and publiſhin M4igdel, and publiſh in Moab ; ſay 
Tg Stand faſt, and prepare thee , for the ſword ſhall de- 
our round round about thee. This exhortation to-pre- 
| pare for- approaching (judgments , is preſſed with 
þ Fear earneſineſs; it is uſhered in with a four-fold 
1g 4 ; cal! 
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2% ſong 4nd give pays *! David was fled into a Caye when |} | 
| he penned this Plalm.,-as you may fee by the title.of | 
ity and was ſurrounded with great:calamities, as.you i} 
may ſee , ver. 1, 4.: {n the ſhadow rage Fai [ 4 

. 


 inake my refuge; wuntil theſe calamities be ovtrpaſt.” My 
ſoul-is among lions; and T lie even among them-that are 
ſet on fire; even'the-ſons of men, whoſe teeth are ſpears 
Ard arrows, and their tongue a ſharp ſword. Yet'in the 
midft of his croubles,” he ſings for joy and ;praiſeth 
God:; 'and what helped lim) to bear his troubles 0 

_ cheerfully ? -His heart was .prepared for them, 5 
beart'is prepared, 1 will fing and give praiſe. Foſeph who 
had prepared for ſeven years Famine, lived comfort» 

, - ably; and. felt no-great inconvenience by it; orher 
perſons that had Jatd up nothing before-hand,. would 
have farntey and.dyed,. bad-not. Joſeph relieved them, 
The Apoſtle -was. ſo far from” being. diſcouraged 
at his ſufferings, tharhe joyed inthe greateſt of them, 
evento lay down his life for the Goſpels ſake, Phil, 
2:17. Yea, and if-T be offered upon the Sacrifice and 
Service of your-[Faith', 1 joy, and. rejoyce with. you all. 
And how came he to do thus? -he-was ready and pre- 
- pared to ſufferany. thing for. the ſake of. Chriſt ny C 
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5.2 p 6IIIOTY all ſorts of. 4 ed OS | | 
he Goſpel, At 21.:13.—1 am ready, not tobe bound 
only, but alſo to dye at Jeruſalem for the Name of the 
Lord Jeſus. Now having given you ſome reaſons why 
'w+ ſhould. prepare our ſe 

"ons, I; ſhall in the. next place anſwer a weighty and 
| peceſlary caſe of Conſcience, wiz, 


| i bat. ſhalliwe da that we may ſtand propre # ankrg 
| e picaſee b0 ia) 


OR: 

 ANETY 3 
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>: - 49) «ffiftion. that the Lord ſha 
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2 Anſ.1. We muſt giveour ſelves much unto prayer; 
Fe muſt pray.befare our afflictions come, and pray 
-1n-ourafflitions.; we mult not pray ina.cold manner, 
| bur cry. mightily co God, to ſtrengthen and lo pee 
-Þs-in our troubles. By. prayer. we ſhall obtain from 
God an heart prepared -to undergo. any troubles, -P?/c 
$0. 17. Lord thon haſt heard the defire of the, humble, 
| thou wilt preparetheir heart , thou wilt cauſe thine ear to 
#ear. Plal: 57. 2,7. 1 will cry wnto.God moſt high, un- 
fo God that performeth all things for me. And. what did 
David get by crying unto God ? an heart prepared to 
| bear his aMictions ; as you may ſee ver. 7. My heart 
Bar epree, O God, my heart is prepared. The Apoſtle 
adviſech Chriftians chat would be able co ſtand inan 
el day, to be much in prayer, Epheſ.6. 13, 18. here 
' fare.tnke anto you the whole armor of. God,, that ye-may be 
| #le towithſtand.in the evil day, and having dane. all ts 
fand—praing. almayes with all prayer and ſupplication in 
the Spirit, and matching thereunto with all perſeverance 
and ſupplication, for all Saints.-- Obſerve haw.:che 


Both not barely.bid vs pray » but pray alwayes3. aad 
A3.if chat were not enough, be.adds, with all.prajer 
"*nd ſupplication——and not. only: (o ;..but be:bids. u 
_ A 3. | Hajel 


} 


lves for all ſorts of affliti- 


ditle multiplierh-words to excite us to prayer ;.be | 


TRESTT A... —_ - 
'* 
«© 


HO ps 4 - wy « , 
*% 


te ina ſpiriry nl-wanner, wh ul prayer and | ſup* 
plication in the (pirit'* T'we do_not'pray With" 
| hearts and ſpirics aswel{as with our lips, yea, if there 
be notthe graces of Gods Spiritexercifed in prayer, 


RR; wellas rhe a&tings of our own ſpirits ,. our Prayers 


5 account. *The*Apoſtle joyns 

theſe rwotogerhtr, Patient in tribu{ation, continuing 
inftant in prayer, Rom. 12. 12. Imp:ying, that fuch as 

. delireto be patient in all cheir eribnlarions , muſt be, 
and continue inſtant in Prayer.” = © 


2, Endeavour as much as in-you lieth to dren 


then and encreaſe your Faith. Faith is rhechiefelt 
piece of the ſpiritual armour, which above all the 
reſt will help us to ſtand in an evil-day.' © The Apo- 
e would not have us'negle&t any piece of the ſpiri- 
cuaſ-armor,. all muſt be puron ;" but Faith above all 
thEreſt, EZph.'6: T3, T6. T; ake mito yu the whole armor 
of "God's hes ye muy be able to withſtand in the evil day, 
and having done all to ſtand. Abeve all, taking the field 
of Faith, wherewith ye ſpgll be able to quench all the 
fiery arts of the wicked. . By faith a man maybe able to 
do and + allthings, Mark 9.:23. 'Al things are 
poſſible to him that believeth. The: Apoſtles did, and 
fufered great things for God :' and how? © it was 
cheovgh : - 

re doh; -breanſe we" truſt in'the living Gd, 
The yand ho" God wn endured all ſorts of ror- 
 enres; and chemoſt pairiful deaths that their enemies 
coul#inflit uponthem; and all-other afftictions, by 
the help of faith} Heb. 11. 35,36, 37. Others wert 
; wrt. not accepti J4 deliverance, that they might obtain 
etterreſierretbion 2rd others had tryals of cruel mock 
war s Teow gages” EA mor cover, of bonds and inupri- 


0 - 
- - - I 
a s A... pow, "oh rF Re , 


ich, 17 i"4.10. Therefore 'we both labour 


ſoument('Þ - 


: "©. ) | ; Faith «tab he'ptobear AﬀflicHons.'. $x{X 
ooments .T hey were flowed, thejmere ſain aſunter vr: 
tewpted, were-flain with the-fword;; they wanderei-about 
in ſheeps shins, and goats skins:y/being. dejf inte; affified, 
For pented; and that they endured all 'theſechings 
through faith, you. may ſee 5; ver. 33. Whiatever dif- 
| ficulties, ſnares, or difcouragements'a man niters with 
Jathe world, either in reſpe&t of che good things; or 
 theevilthings of. che world, faich will overcomethem 
| all, 1 Fohn 5+ 4.. Thes is the vitory that overcom#ththe 
-world, evemonr faith.' Faith willenable aman corelift 
| a overcome all che temptations of Satan, whereby 


he endeavoureth 'to "diſturb and-foil us in times of 
affliction, 1 Pet. 5. 8, 9. Yoar adverſary the Devil, as 
8 roaring Lion: walketh about ſerking whom he'may de- 

| -wauer.; whom refit ftedfaft inthe faith , knowing that the 
fame affliftions are-accompliſhed in your brethren that are 
 inthe-world. i-Fear weakens; the hearty and makes-ir 
| faintar approaching troubles ; Lake 21. 26., :CMens 
| - hearts. failing them for fear—Now Faith conduceth 
-much to the fixing and eſtabliſhing che heart:againſt 
fears, P/al, 112.7, He ſhall not be afraid of evil tydings, 
bis heart is fixed, truſting in_the. Lord, Pſal.. 56. 12. 
InGod have 1 put.my ws » 1 will not be afraid what-man 
£4n.do unto me. And therefore ir conducethmuchto N 
the preparing of..a man to undergo- his aflitions. , I 
| might ſhew you here whac you ſhould believe inre- 
_ terenceto your afflitions,to enable you co bear them 
with wat tte among many thingsthat mighe be 
[toſtanced in, I will mention only theſe three. - 

1; Believe. that-no affliction doth, or, ever. ſhall 
-befal you, butby.che wiſe and gracious providence 
-of God ;.andehat hor only every afflition , but eve- 
*xy.:circumſtance in every afflition, .is ordered and 
diſpoſed by..the_ infinice wiſdom of God. | This is 

agreeable ro ſuch Scriptures as theſe, Roms. 11. 36. 
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Pof his own Amos'3. 6. Sha there be evil in 
ſes rid the "Lord bath not dont- ? Matth/io. 
30: * "Futhe very. haivs: of your heal arc all CITE 
\ The believing ehd8:Gods hand is Tn-6ur affliftions, 
bow our Penbts; and make them ſtoop and"ſub- 
mit'ts:God; though icbe a ſmarting Rod wherewith 
rhe Lord corredts. us.” They were- dreadful judg- 
ments which .S4mnel-dehounced againſt 81, yer he 
ſobmits himſelf readily” co ir, becauſe it carte from 
God,'T'S$am. 2. 2. { us the LTiork, Ter hins do what 
ar hims good. 
= 2; Believe chark in every afMiction God deſigned 
che bringing glory'"tobfs Name, 'andthe doing good 
- toyour own ſouls; you-have good ground to believe. 
 thispfor 'the Scriptures do aflure 1 us that God aims 
both ar our goodanl his'own plory,in all obr afliti- 
of :He6b; 12; 16. He chaſtneth For- lg m_— _ 
Rom. $: 23. Fe know that all things p k tog ether for 
goat ts them that love God, 2. Cor:4."r7. ar Tight 
iEban which « but-ftr" 4 moment workith for ms 4 
ar more exceeding "ani" eternal weight of. glory. Rom. 
11,46. To him are all things - Altthings #re notonly 
of: God as the efficient but they el end to bim 
as their end, 1/2."5.'16; *7hz Lird 4 
exalred: in "judy ment. INE made] Ms Af 


| Father reg Is wink At wif En bs wer fr wi 


may reft upon me';- vherefore t take 1 eplraPure in infir- 
wities, in reprouches, in neceſſities, I» in per; eemtions, in 
diftreſſes For 'Chriſts ſake. — He re) joyc d alſo in bis 


 affliftions, becauſe chey did promore'the good of bis 
foul, © "When fome- prexched es ont of conten- 


; tion, | 
CER 


a > rr 
 - 


- WA" Filth a great help to bear” Afﬀfliftions, 

| tron; With a deſign ro: add afflition to his 
= FB. 14. Was'he troubled at the afflition they 
ecte&ro him? No :' for he faith; 7 therein dore- 
yee;' yen, an{ mill refpyce, ver. 18; And what made 
im toirejoyce herein? - He gives'us the reaſon of his 
Joy, 2%. 19. For © know that this ſhall turn to my ſal- 
| Gabiony through your Prayer, aud the ſupply of the Spi- 
rit of Foſms Chriſt © - =—- TEL 
3. Believe chat 'you ſhall be delivered out of 
- your troubles ; this will be a means to ſupport you 
| _lnder'them , P/al. 27.13. [ had fainted, unleſs 
bad believed to ſee the goodneſs of the Lord in the land 
. of #he living, *You' have good ground fromthe: 
Word of Godto believe, that you ſhall: be delivered 
our 'of all your troubles, rhough they be very many, 
Pfal-34: 19. Many arethe- affliftion* of | the righteous, 
| Put the Lord delivereth him ont of them all. And though 
| > op. fag as well as many, ſuchas you never-met 
with, :or heard''of the like, yer you may reſt upon 
God*thir he will deliver you out of them, Jer. 30.7-. 
aneyh that day great ſothat none" like it, 5t us 
even the tine of Facobs trouble, but he ſhall be ſaved ont 
of Jt £**Whar is your. afflition? © Is:ie-rhe- rod: of 

' men?* God will-not ſuffer ir to lye.over«long upon 
.you, P/al.-125. 3:The rod of the wicked ſhall not"reft 
_#pon'the" lot of the righteous, leſt the righteous put forth 
their hand unto iniquity. 'Is it the Rod'of God that'is 
- bpop you 2.Do the arrows of che Almighty Rick faſt 
- Inyogr foul? doth-he-contend wich you? This will 
not faſt alwayes, Iſai 57. 16. [ will not contend for e+ 
ver, "neither will T'be alwayes <4 - gh : the ſpirit 

- Poul Fail before me, and the ſonil which Thave made. 
\ Doth the Lord dotnidrethen contend with you'? dogh 
- heſeemto reject and caſt off your foul? you may he 
- Zahn T4 £4 aflured 
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" affMed'that he will rior deal thus With you alway 
becauſe he himſelf hath ſaidit, that he will nor caſt 


off forever, , Lum. 3.31, 32. The/Lard. will nat caſt 


off forever ; but though he canſe grief, yet will "'p ; wn 


compaſſion according to the multitude of , his mercies, Is. 


it atemptationof Satanchar diſquiets you:?: wait bug 
awhileon God,./and. be will cread. Satan and all his 
cemprations under your feer, Roms. 16.20. The God of 
Peace ſhall bruiſe Satan under your feet ſhortly. Ts it 
ſome {in char vexeth and croublech | your ſoul? wait 
awhile upon God, and he will deliver-you from your 


ſins. as well as your other troubles, Zh. 7. 1g. He 


wilkturn again, he will. have compaſſion upon us 3. he mill 
ſwidne  onr iniquities. Pal. 130.78, :Ltt 1ſrael. -hype 
inthe Lord, for withthe Lord there 45, mercy y and with 
= _ par io oeppge and heſhdll redeem; Iſt at 
forrows.that diſturbed and caſt. dawn -his ſqul;, he 
_ bore-up bimſelf.yich; hope 'of/a berter ftate,; thac 
though forthe preſent he way in. a mourning condi- 


tion, the time. would come wherein -he ſhould: praiſe 


God for hbelping.him-out of bis troubles, 2/ah42-5- 
Why cart then, caff down, O wy foul, and why art, thou 
diſqnitted 'withis" me ? hope thon-in God , for >I-ſhall 
yet-praiſe him 'for-the-help of his countenance, \-* 
_}- If wewould be prepared .toundergo every.af- 
fi&ionthar God-ſhall lay upon.ygwe muſt labour to 
get Gods ftrengeh- engaged with-us,8 for us: Though 
of our ſelves we can.do nothing, yet through-the help 
of God,we ſhall be able codo-and:fuffer great things, 
Pſa}. 60,11,12.96ive u help fromtroable, far vain is 
he help of mag Through Gd.,we-ſhall do valiantly, — 
_ Plal-18. 2g. By thee. have [run through 4 Tronp ,, and 
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his iniquities. © When David was under many - 


UM 


; 


' hoſt ſhould. encamp againſt me, mine hearg ſhall not fear 3 
though war: ſhanld riſe exaiſtame, inthi; will 7 he cou-: 
fident : yea, though all che, world ſhould ſer. chem 


-not. fear any. thing , .P/a/..113,10,. All Nations com 
paſſed me aaphs but in the. Name of the Lord will 1 de- 
froy theme. Rom. 8. 31. that (hall we then {ay to theſe 
things, Tf God be for ma,who can he againſt us7Though the. 
whole world, ſhould be turned uplide down, | and all 
places ſhould: be full of crouble and confulion, and 
| there ſhould be no; peace or ſafety either on the Sea! 
or. Land;thatman that hath;God for his ſtrengthneed: 
nos fear any thing,P/al.46.1,2,3. God is our refuge and 

* Prength, a very preſent help:in, trouble, Therefore will 
we. not fear, though the Earth be removed. , and though 


the Mountains be carried into the mid ft of. the Sea; 


though the waters thereof roar, and be troubled, though 
the Mountains ſhake at the. ſwelling thereof... If chen 
_ Youwould bear up comfortably under. all, your af- 
 Ai&ions ;. rememember the exhortation of the Apo= 
file, Epbeſ. 6,10, Fina!ly,my Brethren, be ſtrong in the 
Lord, and in the poxer of his might. Do not- truſt; ro 


your own ſtrength, but ſeek o be ſtrong inthe Lord, 


and.co get his mighty power to aflilt you,” 
-Te may be ſome will. ſay , What. ſhall we do char 


- 


"we may get Gods ſtrength to {appoge us. under, and 
&s 


to carry us through all the troubles of this life? .. I 

anſwer, ........ - #e | 
.* .. I, Be ſenſible of your own weakneſs, and re- 
W nounce 


4 


ſelves againſt us, if we have God with-us , we need- 


| ever are thoughts 
frengch, ard are vhder deepeſt -apprebenſions |. 
their 0! n weakneſs," Cor. 12. 9,10; My ſtrength ||. 
ade- per ett weakneſs, —— hen I an with;then am | + 
| DE he bo 29. He; ioeth power to the aint, and | - 
” ave no might" be encreafeth firength. | 
"When we grow conceited of our ownabilittes, God |: 
- - withdrdws himfelffromus, and leaves usto fall under || * 
- final eryals> Peter being over confident 'of him- | 
" felf, charhy could ſuffer any thing, yeaJeachſic ſelf 
forthe fake of Chriſt, and that chon! all 'mE ſhould 
dety Chriſt be would 'not, Math. 26-35; 3'5. fell 
_- nnderthefifftcempration thar ale im:a Dam- 
ſel did ef Thox FE with Teſme of 0 OR and 
he- Chriſt in tl bro ps of 'all' that were in 
& ver. 69, 70. God is fo far from belping 
EE ro ſerhimfelf -apainſt 
j -fffeth the prong, but eget 
Id 3 io rm reg three \ vey : ere- 
by you rel convince our own weakneſs, and 
.6f the" i | bhi, neceflity of Gods ftrength,” ro.carry 
ur aMiftions, 1, Weigh 'well* whar 
ct or Mans! g fps we” are ſuch 
hour divine affiftancewe can- 
"any thing,” wb tbe? og ſych # 
fall marter, uh. 15: 5,Pithout we ye can do nothing. 
- Thinking is's lictreafier chan eirher Wig or fuffer- 
; ing ; yer of onrFlves, we have nor oy o much as 
Daw any thing ng, aLeRS . Not that we are ſuffi- 
os hoy. ſebves ſebver to think « 1g 4s of au fe lure, but 
rf ” nil of God. 2, "Obfexre how unable you 
have been when God hath withdrawn himſelf, ro bear 
- rhble ſmall andlight. troubles wherewith Got hach 
| exerciſed. 
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* ©. t0 JOpirP a7 tear: MfOeTns: 
% exerciſed Fott? Had not #triffe\Hiar which hath Deed 
anaflidtior She #trouble\ if four fmapihatioh\ ras 
ther rhanit'realtey, dejeced ad caſt yo8.downh 7" IF 
«you havefainted ender ſmaſtroubles, wharwill yon 
:vo when 'preat' nr dres er not the Lords 
help ? Fer 11h "30" Tf thou Buff ried with} the Foothork; Anil 
| they hive triddahre, then bw rinſt r, cond with 
| Horſes? Antif in the Lantt of Peace wherein thin t#uff- 
"#ff, they wearied ws then hw wiltthow di in the” (wel- 
Iingof 7 of Tordin) 22" Confiderwhar' great men: have 
' fainted under + tryals, vie th L6r& hath”left 
them bur #lirrle es themſelves. >Fonah a Prophet of 
the Lordy'for-the'lofs of #S6urg, which fprung? up 
and witheted' ia day, fell intofuctra'Ffret,” that he 
 wavevenangry wich God,'and weary of | is1ife,” ana 
- wiſhed rhat the ipight dye. -* The-ApoltHe Peter upon 
the ſpeech of aTmand,'denyed Chiri ;andFivore thac 
be did nor 6 rattch\ as know-the' man; *IE>Tuch 
_ efvihent+ perſohe'as” theſe Tiinred' Roy fagh finall 
reals; "what: Thall we! do *withour t the*hglp" of 
4 Bod? ; AI 6 No IREEER dy. TI044- $T% BJ IRSET.. KY 
- 2, 'Being | fenfible of your ow weakneſs) "cry pn- 
ts God'eo give-you his ſtren pell or bo Lo Ofthrn 
|” Wnto me; and have mercy npo ren 
” thy ſervant=—PHal/ 119. 29 ln AR - 
' cording to thy Word, Bur wilt efis 06 £ Wot wet Ive 
. o$ his ſtrengrh' if we cry tom! be? 76 he will, 
Pal. 138:*7,. In" the” day when 1 oed'; Hh "an 
- me's "nl Prengthentuf we vob  Rrongth is my 
on 
3. Reſt and rely upon God for ihe coniaiica- 
- tingof his trengrhro your ſouls; The way*to"en- 
age God to help'and ftrengehenyou is 0ſt in 
m,' 1 Chrox. 51.20. They were helped — for thi) ey cryed 


i Gd in the battth, and. he'was entreated of los be- 
' cauſe 
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L " thee 5 yea: 1 
| thee-with the right 

- Lech 4 12ac.:will freng+ 

| 4 all walk, #up and down 
h.th bot, lat 29.3»: The Lord 
hicgeop{e, Joel 3-15,16.T he: Sun 
Ronde Stars (hall withdraw 
pl pgs Sd Zion, and 
>: and the; Heavens and.the 
Lond will be the bope of hes 
chan Fog 
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Tank of thy niertics towarils" ms 7 
Fa: 51. 9. Awake, avake, pit on frength, 0 
Lird. Plat, Yo5;"4; Scrk the” Lord and hi fire 
"Bir face evermire, And wait paifencly uporr 
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| in due time he will ſtrengthen ybu, P/al. 27.14. Pajt 

| #n the-Lord, be" of good courage, and he ſhall ſtrengthen 

' Whine heart; wait; 1 ſay, on the: Lo#d: Ts. 46. 31. 

. They that wait upon the Lord, ſhall renew their ſtrength, 

| they ſpall monnt up with wints like Eagles”, they. (hall 

| 4m and not be weary, and: they ſhall walk and not 

Fatnt. | | n-; | 

| 5 4, Keepin Gods wayes; when we go out of 'Gods 

wayes we cauſe God ro withdraw himſelf, and when 

| God withdraws, our ftrength departs from us ; as ie 

was with Sampſon, when his God'departed from him, 

_ his ſtrength departed alſo, 7«dg. 16.19, His ftrength 

. went from him. 'How came he to loſe his'ftrengeh 2 

by loſing thepreſence of God,” yer. 20.7 will go' owt 

| | #s at other times; and he wiſt not that the Lord was de- 

parted from" hims : ſo it is with Chriſtians, when they 

_ Jfoſe their God, they loſe their ftrength;- -Bue by 

keeping in Gods wayes, they ſhall keep God with 

. them, and increaſe their ftrength. That this is the 

- way to get Gods ſtrength, to keep in Gods ways,you 

may fee Prov. 10. 29. The way of the Lord #s ſtrength to 

' the upright." Plal. 84. 5, Bleſſed #s the man whoſe 

th tc in thee , in whoſe heart are the wayes of thems: 
fob 17,19. VA 4 

-'5, Get your intereſt in Ged made out'to your | 

fouls. The knowing of God to be our God , con- 

veyerth - great ſtrength into our ſouls, and will ſup- 

pore us in our greateſt troubles. What Solorwonaich 

_ of knowledpe, Prov. 24.5. A wiſe man # ſtrong, 4 

wan of knowledge encreaſeth- ſtrength, is eminently true 

- of this knowledge that God-is our: God ;\for the 

be: | - more 
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—Ineve, has — er with 
all mig, god bis: glorious power, anto all pa- 
- fience . and. long. bing. with joyfulneſs ;/ eſpecially 
laboug: x9: $r9wda, e:hno ledgof your incerelt,; ia 


God... 
6, Lec the Word 46k Chill dwell richly. in your 


fouls; rhe Word.of Godabiding in you; will be a 


rear mganyto, firgnpehen y Ou, 'L, Fob 8414+" Te are 
frong, andthe. Ward of Gol aidath in Joy. and Je have 
overcome the wicked one. ' The efficacy anth; power ,of 
the Word of God. inproaderfal... By ſpeaking of a 
word; God<reared che-whole world, P/al.-33. 6, 9. 
By the. word of the Lord were the Heavens: made., and 
«l.the beſts «of theme, ty the breathef his month :. For he 
ſhakes. and ik was done. ;\r commanded: and it food faſt 
By his:Ward he governs and. aphely dech- all his crea- 
eures, Heb, t. 3. Upbolding all things by the Word of bs 
Power ©: 1s chere {agh power inthe Ward'as to up- 
bold all things anddoſt chou.doube;, whetber ir be 
able ro. yphold, rhy.ſoul?-,If. a mans: hearc be bro- 
ken in. pieces and melced;with grief 5 che Word. of 
G heal and ſtrenchen him 5 and ſerclehimin a 
| comf le-conditiony': (41.107. 204 He 'ſent hit 
Ward, ud bealed thers ,/ pour delivered ther from their 


Sort de- 


Jag — for all ſrtrof Afiliiow. = 
© efron; Plal. 219: 28, 3y ſon! melteth for beavi: 
noſe, ftrengthen thou me according to thy Word. #1] 
=.-.7- If you would be trong in the Lord, put: onthe 
Z whole armour of God, Epheſ.,6: 10, 11.. Finally. my 
3 Brethren, be ſtrong in the Lord, andin the poner of bis 
- wight.. Bur ſome may ſay, How ſhall we be tro 
inthe Lord ?: the next words.ſhews this, Pat os th, 
.. hole armour of God, that ye may be able to ſtand a- 
_ Cainſt. the miles of the Devil. No part of che armour 
\.of God muſt be negleQed, if we would, be ftrong 
= inche Lord. What this armour of God.is,the Apoſtle 
- ſheweth fromthe 14 vey. to the 189+ 
.._ 4+ 1f we would be prepared to undergo all .aQi- 
'. Rionscheerfully, we muſt labour to ger:our. lins par- 
doned, and getour pardon evidenced,and keep clear 
\our evidences'of our juſtified eſtate.; Senſe of guile 
. bows down theſoul, and weakens our ſtrength, and 
''renders_us unfie for a ſuffering condition, Pſal. 3x, 
10. My ftrength faileth becanſe of mine iniquity. Such 
.of the Jews as were under the ſenſe of unpardoned 
Suilt, were ready to faint under their afflitions,when 
_ they were carried captive into Babylon , Lam. 3.18, 
19. 1 ſaid my ffrength and my hope us periſhed from the 
Lord ; remembring mine affliiftion and my miſery , the 
 worraweed and the gall.” ' And if you would know what 
made their cup ſo bitter, that chey fainted under. it, 
© you may ſee wer. 42. Fe have tranſgreſſtd ,..and have 
' webelled, thou haſt not pardoned. But when our ſins 
are. pardoned, that will help us to bear. afflitions 
cheerfully, 1/4. 33. 24. The Inhabitant. ſhall not | ſay, 
fam ſick ; the People that dwell therein (hall be forgiuen 
their iniquity... Matth. 9. 2. They brought - unto" hins'4 
tan rok. of the Palſie, lying on a bed ; and Jeſin ſeeing 
their faith, ſaid nnto the fick of the Palſie, Son, be of 
.. good (hear, thy. fins be forgiven thee. Sickneſs. is 2 
% _—_ : Sreat 
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greateſt rroubles, Ko: 5.1, 3. Being juſt 
we have prace with God through our Lord'Feſws 
And no only ſo, but we gloty in tribulations alſo. — 
©- 5. If we would be prepired fora ſuffering condi- 
_ tion we inuſt acquaint our ſelves with-5 ahd cleave 
and- adhere to the death' and ſufferings of. Chrift, 
and labour ro'underſtand and” per an intereſt 'in the 
_— righteouſneſs of Chriſt. Chriſts tighreouſ- 
Te 


is one of the main Pillars'our Seuls have tolean 


upon, for onr ſapport under all our troubles ; '//a. 
41. Io, Twill frengthen thee, yea 1 will help thee, yea 1 
will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteonſneſs. 
' Our CNTEET lyeth in our tigtic hahd-, and 
when God calleth his righteouſneſs, his righe hand ; ic 
may imply, thae Chrifts Righteouſneſs (which is oft 
called rhe Riphteouſneſs of: God, as: Rows. I. 17. 
Rows. 3.222, 23.) isthe chief and principal taeans for 
the ſtrengebning and upholding of 'our ſouls. David 
found preat ſupport in all his troubles, by looking co 
rhis righteouſneſs, P/a/,71,16. 1 will go inthe ſtrength 
of the Lord God; T will make mention of thy Righteouſ- 
neſs, even.of thine only.-” Ir is recorded .of the ſer- 
_ vancs of God , mentioned in. the Revelation ,7Zwho 
went-throuph great eribulations, that chey were car- 
__ tied throuph' their ſufferings by looking and adhe- 
_ ridgtothe ſhFerings of Chriſt;Revel.7. by ſe are 
- biovm 0" core owt of eat tribulation, ani 

_ "ff thei#” Robey, and made thin white in the bloud of the 
"Lamb: Rev. 11.7 hey overcame ( that is, the De- 
- vil whoraiſed up perſecucions againſt them, as you 
384 Boy Ek FONG may 
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28 for all forts of Affi@iqns; 

"may ſee, ver. 17:) by the bloud' of the Lamb , and by 
the Word of thelr Teſtimony , and:they loved not their 
| Tives untothe death. C4 (he Ve ook 
6. Let usget good evidences; that we are in'the 
Jove andfayour of God. Well-grounded apprehen- 
Fong of Gods love to our ſouls, will helpus to bear 
'bÞ cheerfully. under the greateſt trials, as Perſecu- 
tion, Sword, Famine, &c. and enable us to over- 
come them all , Roms. 8. 35, 37. Who ſhall ſeparate we 
from the love of Chriſt ? ſhall Tribulation, or Diſtreſs, ' 

B or Per/cution,or Famiine,or Nakedneſs,or Peril,or Sword ? 
Nay, in all theſe things we are more than Conqueronrs, 
| through him that loved mw. The apprebenlions of Gods 
| lovero us, will cauſe 'vs to love God, i foh.5.19. We 
| love him, becanſe he firſ# levedima. And when we love, 

| God, we ſhall bear any thing chat comes from him: 
| Love to nien will make vs bear wich all things that we 

| meer wich from them. The Apoſlle ſpeaking of love, 
faich, 7: beareth all things, beliveth all things, hopeth all 
things, endarcth all things, 1 Cor. 13.7, How much 
more will love to God, cauſe ns to bear and endure 
all things that we meer with from God ? Love will 
carry us out to ſuffer all afictions, even death it ſelf, 

\ Cant. $.6, 7. Love ts ſtrong us death, — Many waters 
cannot quench love, neither can the flouds drown it. 
When jt was 'a tinie of greatafliction with the peo= 

I ple of God, they: pray hard for the light of Gods 
"countenance; and if they conld but obtain that; 
"they would accotint thetnſelyes ina ſafe apd happy 
condition, notwithſtanding all their troubles , Pſa. 
Bo. 4, 5,6,7. O Lid God of Hoſts, How long wilt 
thou be angry with the Prayers of thy People ? Thou 
"feedeſt them with the lead of tears , and -giveft 'thens 
\ Fears to drink in great meaſure ; Thou wake a ſtrife 
pt onr Neiohboars; and our enemies laugh among them- 
Fi | A a ſelves, 
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ſtlues, Turnw again, 0 God of Hiſts.,, and canſe thy 
face 29 ſhine, and we (hall be. ſaved. 

'7. We muſt, ger and, keep Gods preſence wich 
eroubles with courage and chearfulneſs, Pſal: 23. 4: 
death 1 will. fear no evil, for thou art with me. 11. 50, 
7,8. The. LOO help. me , therefore oor net 
be confonnded ; t: or bave I.ſet my face like « flint, 

ALL 


and I know that I ſhall-u0t- be aſkaw:'d : He is near that 


Juſfipeth we, who will contend with we 7: Pſal. 46. 2. We 
will not fear though the Earth be removed, and though 
the Mountains be caſt intothe midſt of the Seaq——And 


why? Whar put ſuch conrage into chem? they had . 


Gods preſence with them, wer. 5,7..God is in the midſt 
of her, ſhe ſhall not be moved ; God ſhall belp her, and 
that right early ;- the Lord of Hoſts is with us, the God 
of Facob is owr refuge, This upheld Chriſt, and car- 
Xie: 'bim comfortably -througlr all his ſufferings, 
(who went through greater ſufferings than ever any 
man.met with all) M77. 2.25, 26. { foreſaw the Lord 
alwayes before my face, for he 1s on my right hand, that 
I- focnid not Le mwved; therefore did mint heart re- 
Joyce, and my tongue was. glad; moreover alſo my fleſh 
fl Teſt og Ss As Gods preſence with ha ig 

eld him, ſo it will alſo-uphold-us in all our ſuffer- 
ings. If. any ſay, Icis true, Gods preſence with a 
man will help. him: to. do great things.; bur God is. 
departed from me ,” How ſhall I gain his preſence. a- 
gan? I anſwer, Gods departing from us uſually 
ariferh from-our.departing from bim ; and.if after 
weare departed from him, and be-is departed from 


1s; .we return to him, bhewiltreturn-again unto us, 
Zeb..1, 3. Turn wnto me [aith the Lord of Hoſts, and 1 
willalarn .anto. 308 5: ſaith the. Lord of Heſts. Mal. 
Me \-. : | | : eh 2y J. 5, 
CP anEcs 3 i 
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33:7. Even fromthe dayes of your Fathers, ye are gone 
away from mine Ordinances, and have not kept them ; 
return unto me, and 1 will turn unto you ſaith the Lord 
"of Hoſts. . After we are returned to God, and he ig 
8 returned\to us}, if. we keep with him, he wifl keep 
with us, 2 Chron.15. 2. The Lord ts with you, while ye 
"be with him, Joh. 15,4. Abide in me, and Tin yos. 
- $8. We muſt gerour hearts weaned from the world; 
-f our affe&ions be ſet inordinately on any earthly 
things, \we ſhall find it an hard matter to bear up 
under our afflitions , Jer. 45. 3. Thou didft ſay, Bo ws 
| ue now ; for the Lord hath added grief to my ſorrow, I 
' fainted in my fiohing, and I find no reſt - And what 
'| cauſed Barschto faint under his tryals * we may ſee 
| the root of his diſtemper, ver. 5, Seekeſ# rhou' great 
| things for thy ſelf ? ſeek them not, "Though Barach 
"was a good man, his affeAions were carried out too 
- much after great things in the world, and that made 
-afflition very burdenſom cohim: The Apoſtle Pal 
'Who was crucified to the world, was prepared and 
ready to ſuffer whatever God ſhould call him toy 
Gal. 6. 14. The world # cracified unto me, and I unto 
the world, AQs 21.13. 1 am ready nit to be bound onlyg 
but alſo to die at v4 roms for. the Lord Feſw, We 
maft nor only ſer Toofe to all worldly things, bur to 
bur own lives alſo; when we are willing to yield 
' up our lives to God, we'ſhall not be much moyvedby 
'aby troubles that come upon us for the Lokds ſake, 
As 20. 23,24. The Holy Ghoſt witneſſeth in every City, 
ſaying , that honds and «ffliftions abide me ; but none of © 
theſe things move me, neither count 1 my life dear unto 
” ſelf. Rev. 12. 11. They overcame hint by the blood 
"of the Lamb,and by the word of their Teftimony, and they | 
_ Iinved-mot their lives anto the death; © 
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9. We-muſt accuſtom our.ſelyes to-bear our lefler 
tryals with patience and ſubmiſſion. ro. the wil of God, 

| Sreater.' There 
is ſcarce a day pafleth over our heads, wherein the 
Lord doth nac in 'one kind-or another, tryour pati- 
ence and ſubmiſſion to his will; now the righe: bear- 
ing of- thoſe crofſeswhich every day bringeth forth, 
would-firus for greater tryals, Lam. 3.27. It #« good 
for 4 moan that he bear the yoke in his youth. If we would 
know what good cometh by an early accuſtoming our 
ſelves to bear the croſs, the following verſes ſhew, 
that it will make him patient and filent under his 
ſuSerings, ver. 28;He ſitteth alone and keepeth filence,be- 
84uſe he hath bern it «pon him.It will make a man ſuffer 
humbly,ver.29. He putteth his month in the daſt—+—It 
maketh bim ſoffer. willingly , ver. 30; He giveth bu 
cheek.to hims that ſmiteth him. Our Lord Jeſus exhorts 
us.totake; up our croſs dayly, Luk. 9.23. He ſaid anto 
thew, If any'man vil[-come after me, Itt him deny hims- 


ſelf, and take up hn:croſs dayly, and follow me. Tf we did |} 


praQice this counſel; if we did eyery day expect 


_ - Croſſes; and quietly ſubmic-our; ſelves under ſuch 
' crofſesas everyday bringeth forth ; -if we could bue 


.deny-our ſelves, \and. refign-up our wills unto Gods 
will, vhis would-prepare us to undergo any tryal that 
the Lord ſhall ſee meet co lay upon us. | 

-: x0. -A-well grounded hope of 'eternal life, will 
help us ro bear all che croubles of chis life cheerfully. 
A.,Chriſtianchar hath good hope through grace,thar 
he ſhall go to Heaven whenthe diertb, may by vertue 
ofthis hope . rejoyce\and'glory in the midit' of his 
greateſt tribulations, Row. '5. 2, 3-. He rejoyce in” hope 


ef «the.glory of <Gods;— we glory in tribulations... Tr was 
* this carried doſes through all che difficulties. he'met 


within leaving Pharasb's Colirt,'tn wandering among 
©Y ; , bt __l 
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©.3: for all ſorts of . Aﬀfiftions. 357. 
"the //rae/ites by the ſpace of forty. years in the Wil- 
"derneſs, Heb«11. 24, 25, 26. By faith, Moſes when he 
4 come toyears, refuſed.to be called the ſon of Phara- 
"us Danghter, chooſing rather to ſuffer affliftion with the . 
people of God, than toenjuy the pleaſures of ſinfor a ſea- 
fon > efteeming the reproach of Chriſt. greater riches than 
"the treaſures in Egypt ; for he had-reſpet# unto the: 
* recompence of reward. The hope of the reward that: 
| he ſhould have in heaven, cauſed him to make lishr 
"both of the good and evil things of this, world. 
"Hope of ſalvation is like an-helmet, which is of great 
' uſe for our preſervation, 1 Theſc5.8.— putting on - 
for an helmet.the hope of ſalvation. Hope is of the ſame 
| uſe ro.the ſoul in aflitions,that the Anchor is to the 

| Ship in a ſtorm, which keeps it from periſhing by be- 
Ing driven upon the Rocks or Sands, Heb.6.19. Which 
hope we have as an Anchor of the Sowl , both ſure and . 
 Bedfaſt, which entereth into that within the vail. There-' 
| fore if- we, would prepare our ſelves for. affli&tions, 
| we muſt ger aſolid and well grounded hope of erer= 

nal life. . | $92] 

© 1 Ir, Let us conſider what it is which we have found 
.inour own experience, liath made*:onhr yoke heavy ; 
and alſo what we. have obſerved either-inreading, or 
+by diſcourſe, hach made the yoke of afflition heavy 
and hard to be born+by others , and let us take" care: 
'to-prevent thoſe things : As for inſtance, 1, We-may 
obſerve,that the want of Gods preſencein the time of 
affligion, hath made afflition very burdenfom and 
. hard co be born, 1'Sam. 28.15, 1 am ſore diftreſſed, 
for the Philiſtines make war againſt me,and God is departs 
ed from me, and anſwereth me no more. When Saul's 
| Enemies came againſt him,and God was deparced,this 
- pur himiinto ſuch diſtreſs, that he knew not what- to 
| do.. When God wichdrew fron Job in his afflition, | 


» 
__ j- oe w 


, P q? -»z - 
: ME Eg at 
5 - - Te. 577, 50 SOS. i. 1 7 y > 


_ tenets of eto ates Oc Eat ha ab AB 0 er ne ett Oban” 5" "M 
a; I , oy" ES RTE ne Py OS < TO "al OR OTE 2 ts pf FAR, - ©1240 2 : -* Mae 
k V | £ A IS; "APE EM F DE LL ) Ins PS 6 bn 
- by T.. > s ole nr © 6 #4 8, $i ice''> am AQ, IEEE TIES ts Sun % 
. L : t —Ix+ - CER0- 4 % % 
% 


"BY. © OE TR" + Gp, 
- thewant of Gods preſence made his affliion very 
'bitter, Fob 23.2, $, 9. Even today a niy complaind bit - 
zer; my ſtroke is heavier than my groaning - Behold, 7 go 
forward, but he «nit there ; and backward, but I cannot 
perceive ing ; on the left hand, where he doth work, but 
' Leannet behold hins; he hideth himfelf on the- right 
hand that 1 cannot ſee him. - When David was in 
trouble, he cells Godif he did hide his face from him, 
he ſhould be like a-dead man, Pſal, 143.7, Hide nit 
thy. face from me, left I be like unto them that' go down | 
Into the pit. Therefore jc is our wiſdom to do what 
1n.us lyeth co get and keep Gods preſence with our 
ſouls, as was hinted before, 2. A-galled and guitty 
Conſcience. ' When David was under the ſenſe of 
quilt in the time of his ſickneſs, it-was ſuch a burden, 
char. he was ready to: fink under it, Pſal. 58: 3 4. 
There #s no ſoundneſs in my fleſh, becauſe of thine. anger; 
neither ts there any.reſ# in my bones, becanſe of my ſins; 
for mine iniquities ere gone over mine head, as anheavy 
burden, they art too beavy for me. © 3.. When we pro- 
- miſe-olrr ſelves a ſetled courſe of proſperity; and do 
- notlook. for troudle,: this makes afflition dreadful 
_... and terrible, 7/4 64. 3. Thow 4idff terrible things 
_ * whichme lnoked not For. Plal, 30. 6,7. In my proſpert- 
#3 1-faid,” T. ſhall never be moved, — thou didſt hide thy 
Face. and 1 was troubled. 4. When we bave nor learnt 
\ __ _todeny our ſelves, and ro refignand to ſabmit our 
S wills:unto the' Will of God. Ir is very irkſome to 
I ſelf-willed perſons, and: fuch as abound with'ſelf-' 
 * Jaye-e0-meet withcroffes; Our Lord Jeſus exhorts 
| us to-:deny our ſelves, before he exborts ns to take up 
oor croſs, Ia: 8.34; Whoſoever will. come af ter-me, 
let him deny himfelf and take up his croſs + which im- 
-plyes.rhatno man.can bear affiftion with a chearful 
contented mind , buy fugh as have learnt ro deny 
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£0.35 for all fortsof Aﬀiittins. 359 
Frhemſelves. 5. When God- doth "nor only with-' 
"draw his preſence ( of which'I ſpoke before Y bur” 
 ſhewerh himfelf"terrible 'ro us in anevil day, this 
| makeehaflition very irkſome to the' ſoul, This the 
\ © Proptiet prayethapainſt, Jer. 17. 17. Be not a terror 
"wnto mt, thus att my hope in the day of evil. Thismade 
the calamity of the Jews exceeding heavy, and hard 
tobe born, thac God ſet himſelf againſt them in'the 
# rime of trouble. Lam; 3. 3, 7. Sarely againſt me is 
tie turned —he hath made my chain heavy. © © | 
12, Treaſure" vp'ih your hearts the promiſes \of 


bt 


God which retate'to an afflited condition; Tris a 


great help tothe bearingdf afflition, to be well ac- 
-- gttarnted with the promiſes that God hath madeto his 
' people thar are in'an afflited? condition. * [David 
- found great comfort from Gods'promiſes in his"af- 
 Ali&ions, -Pſal. 119, 49; 50. Remember thy word unto 
thy ſervant, upon which thou haſt cauſed me to hope, this 
. 3s mycomfort in mine affiittion.” When he-mer with 
'- ſach hard tryals that he ſtood aſtoniſhed to ſee how 
' God dealt wich him , he was filled wich joy when he 
called rominde the promife of God, P/al. 60: 3, 6: 
Thos haſt ſhemen thy ptople hard "things, thou haft made 
- us to drink the wine of aſtoniſhment; God hath ſpoken jn 
his holineſs, 1 will rejoyce. He tellerhius elſewhere "if 
it had not been for the comfort that he found in 
. Gods word, he had periſhed in his afflictions, Pſal. 
' - 119.” 92. Unleſs thy Law had beenmy delights, 'Ffſhould 
then have periſhed in mine affliction. It was by thehel 
of theword of crurh char che' Apoſte went rhrough:- . 
* his manifold troubles with great patience, 2 Cor. 6. 
445, 7. Now there are variety of promiſes which do 
relareto an aflicted condition, which may be of preat 
. vfero us in our aflitions, which we ſhall do well to 
-,- ftore op againſt an-evil day, I will. mention fome of 
+ -them, ka 4 | 1. God 
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Fo 26s. The Promiſe qmreagrandef Cuofort Qz; | 
1 ... 2, God bathipromiſed co moderate our aflitions, |} 
and'to lay nomorewupon us than he will enable us. to 
bear, I Cor. 10.13. There hath no teppptation taken you, 
a hap iscommon to man; but God is faithful, mha. 
#1 not ſuffer you to be terpted above that ye are able: but | 
will with the temptation alſo. make a way to eſcepe, that ye "| 
away be-able to- bear -it. Ia. 27. $. In meaſure when it 
ſhovteth forth,than wilt debate with it ;he fayeth bis rough | 
wind, in the day of his. Eaſt wind... Jer. 15. 11. The 
Lord ſaid, Yerily. it :{hallbe nell with thy remnant , ve 
rily* will cauſe the enemy to entreat thee well in the time 
of evik, and: in the time of «fiflion... This promiſe is 
added afterthe mentioningof Gods unalterable pur- 
fe. to ſend four ſore. Judgments..apon the Jews, 
em, che Sword, Famine, and C veivity werſe 1,2: 
Soalfo after meation-bf a cine of trouble, ſach as 
there bad nor been the like, God comforts his people 
with lus profpiſe,,char;he would nor corre them our 
oF-meaſlire,. though he ſuffered them ro partake of 
the rommon: calamity., 'Jer. 30.7, 10, 1.1. Alas, for 
that days great; ſa that none is life it, it is even the time 
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ef _ Taos trouble» Yr the. Lord encquragerti Faceb nor 


to be afraid, Fear thow not, O my ſervant Jacob , ſaith 
tbe Lurd, neither be diſmayed» O Tſrae{—for 1 am with 
#hee,. {aith the Lord, ito [ave thee, though 1 make « ful 
end of. all Nations, -whether.T have ſcattered thee, yet will 
T not make a full end of thee ; lut I will corre& thee in 
meaſure, nd 'will nat leave thee altogether unpuniſLed, 
- -42.. .God: bach. promiſed-us his preſence in our af- 
fiitions, 2/al.91.15- He ſhall call upon me, and 1 
will anſwer him, 1 will ke with him. in. trouble. 1a. 43, 
-1, 2. Byt now, thus. ſaith the Lord that created thee, O 
Free, «nd he that formed thee, O Iſrael, Fear not—When 
+ bs poſe ' through. the waters, I will be with thee , and 
through the rivers theyſhall not overflow thee : a1 
Ss. | = - walk. 


z « \ 
- 
- 
ML, Ws AS Lge 
* CINE 5: 21 6h "Rt S 


" 
of 
Ld Xo | 

"WW. : 

y : n ” ov 

"= ont RE TY, FRE RF TLDS 
F. ay 7 A $ 

IIS _y > : Y +4 ” 


* ” 4. "2a 
Lg TINY 7 HRS 


ES, 


cauſe he will be with them in all theircroubles, in 
-. qne aswell as another ; and that not only when they 
# firt-enter into them, but till chey are ſafely paſſed 
| rhroughall che-rroubles of. this life. Oe OS 
_ © 3. God hath promiſed to ſtrengthen, and ſupport, 
and uphold us inall our troubles :. I have mentioned 
feveral promiſes to this purpoſe already, as Joel 3. 
15, 16. Iſa, 41. 19: Iwill add two or three more, 
' Nahums 1, 7. The Lordis good, a ſtrong holdin the day 
of trouble, and he knoweth them that truſt in him. Plal. 
29. 39, 40... The ſalvation of the righteous is of the 
Lord ; he is their ſtrength in time of trouble : And the _ 
Lord ſhall help them, and deliver them ; he ſhall deliver 
them from the wicked, and ſave them becanſe they pubs , 
thetr truſt in him. Iſa. 41. 14. Fear not thus worm fa * 
cob,' and ye men of Iſrael; I will help thee, ſaith the 
| Lord, and thy redeemer the Hily One of Iſrael : ee al- 
fo 1/a. 25. 4. | 
4- God hath promiſed to comfort and revive our 
ſouls when we are in afliftion, Pſal. 138. 7, Though 
I walk in the midſt of trowble, thin wilt revive me ; thow 
(halt ffretch forth thine hand againſt the wrath of mine 
enemies, and thy right hand ſhall ſave me. Micah 7. 8. «+ 
When I fit in darkneſs, the Lord ſhall be a light unto me. * 
Pal. 71. 20, 21. Thos which haſt ſhewn me great and 
' foretroubles, ſhall quicken me again , and ſhalt bring me 
> wp 
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$2 The Promiſes are a ground of Comfort, 8c. Q,3; 
#p again from the depthiof the earth, thou ſhalt encreaſe 
= greand; and comfort me on every ſide. Ia. 66. q 
4; one whons his mother comforteth, ſowill T comfort you, 
and ye ſhall be comforted in 7eruſalem. John 14. 18. 7 
will not heave you comfortleſs, 1will come toyou. © 
' 5. God hath promiſed to ſanifie our afflitions, ' 
_endbe- hath promiſed they ſhall purge'out our ſms, 
and make us more holy, and thall be all of them fo 
bleſſed untous, char they ſhall work-rogecher for 
our good, 1/4. 27. 9; By this ſpall the iniquity of Je- 
cob be pengts and this is all the frait to take away their 
fn: Zech. 13.9. 1 will bring the third part through the 
_ fire,” and will refine thens as ſilver is refined——Rom. 8. 
28. We know that all things work together for goed , to 
the that love God, to them who are the called according 
v0 bis purpoſe. © SL & 
' © 6, God hath promiſed in due time to deliver us 
out of all 6nr aflitions,, 1 Pet, 5, 6. Humble your 
ſelves under the mighty hand of God , that he may exalt 
yo8 in due time. Job 5.19. He ſhall deliver thet in fix 
zronbles, 324, in feven there ſhall no evil tonch thee.” Pal. 
34- 19. Many are the affiiffions of the righteom, but the 
 LZorddelivercth him owt of them all, God bath promi- 
ſed when he ſeeth ic tobe moſt for our good , arid for 
his own glory to. preſerve us. from affiitions, Pſal. 
121.7. The Lord ſhall preſerve thee from all evil, he 
ſhall preſerve thy ſoul. Pal. 32.7. Thou art my hiding 
"place, thow ſhalt preſerve me from trouble, thow ſhalt 
compaſs - me" about with ſongs of delivirance' : but 
when he doth nor preſerveus from trouble, he hath 
promiſed todeliver us our of -rrouble, Pſal. 50. 15. 
... Call wpon mie in the day of trouble, 1 will deliver thee, and 
' tow flat flor ifie we, | 
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= T3, Endeavour to demean your ſelyesin fach fort 

.. towards God , that you tay prevail with him to con- 

| finue ill ro watch oyer, and 'preſerve both your 
. perſon hoaſes, and ſubſtance. If you ask what you 

| [ſhonld'do that you may engage the Lord*to coneitine 
his preſery#tion of your: perfons and fubſtance, I ' 
 anfiver ; OO be 
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2. Walk in the fear of the Lord, atnd ſerve him 


with anuprighe #nd fincere heart. Saran faith of Job, 


who wasan upright man , one that feared God and 


 eſchewed evil, Job 1. g, ro, Doth Fob fear God for 


' nowght ? Haſh not thim made 4n hedge about him, and 


about his hone, and abont all that he hath on every fide? 


Thou haft bleſſed the work of his hands, and encreaſed 
his [alſance in the land. Prov. 2.7.—He is abuckler to 


them that walk. #prightly, Pal. 84. 11. The Lord God 
is 4 Sun and Shield, the Lord will give- grace and glory, 


and n0 good thing will he with-hold from thems that wal 


#prightly. Prore&tion from evils is a goodthing, i 


_ you walk uprightly with God he will not with-hold 


\' his pfoteRin ag from'you ; bur as he hath 
--been, ſo he itil. | 


will be your ſhield. 
2, Shew mercy to the Poor, and do good with 


your Eftates, that is the way to haye them preſerved, 


Pſal. 4. 1,2. Bleſſed is he that confidereth the poor, 


. the Lord will deliver him in time of tronble ; the Lord 
 witkpreſerve hins, and keep him alive , and he ſhall be 


bleſſed uyon the earth, and thou wilt not deliver him into 
the will of his enemies. 
-- 3. Lovetbe Lord for preſerving you hitherto,and 


.. thereby you ſhall be preſerved ſtill, Pal. 145: 20. 


The Lovd preſerveth all them that love him. Pſal. 91.14. 
Becauſe he hath ſet his Iyve »pon me , therefore will I de- 


\ 
TRL WAY OT 
Ip hs A * 


4: You 


” S by OP 
_ _ T”_ ON a F aſt & UG” "4 Fs a V ” Page: r 
i - » 


4 28 Fe: 
$- 

= 

I 7 : 


"a 2 Ss A "BY J=5 4 4 F - Ws 3 « £ bs c - : - f j ; n 2X 

= ' 264 #hatweſpolddothatwemay have, &c3.- Q.33 
F364 Wha wſhwiddothetwemn have, 5. Q3z | 
of : ; : | (+ ; "0 2. :-0 
Ke 4-:You muſt not- preſerve any of your ſins from - 


. 
- 


deſtruRion, if you would have God preſerve. your. {| 
* perſons and ſubſtance ; for God threatens ro.deſtroy |. 
both the. perſons and che ſubſtance of ſuch as live |; 
wicked and ungodly lives, Job 15. 20, 21, 29. The 
wicked man travelleth with. pain all his dayes , and the 
namber of yearsis biddento + oppreſſor: A dreadfu! ſonnd 
is itt hys ears, in proſperity the_deſtrozer ſhall come «pon 
him. He fhall not be rich, neither ſhall his ſubſtance con- 
Zine ; neither ſhall he prolong the perfeFiion thereof upon 
the earth. Zophar ſpeaking of a.manthat ſpares liis- 
ſins, and will not forfake them , among other Judg- 
ments mentioneth this, that God will nor ſpare, but 
will deſteoy ſuch a mans, ſubſtance Fl, 20; 12, 13. 
35, 26, 28. He hath ſwallowed down riches ," and he ſhall | 
- wort them up again; God ſhall caſt: theme. ont of his 
belly—eAll darkneſs ſhall be hid in hzs ſeeret places, a fire 
A nt blown ſhall conſume him——T he increaſe-of hi houſe 
ſhall depart, and his goods ſhall flow away.in the day of his 
wrath. If this merciful providenceof God, will not 
prevail with you to caſt away your, (ins.;.. your: conti- 
nuing in your (ins, will cauſe God to.caſt away your 
ſubſtance, Prov. 10. 3, The Lord will.not: ſuffer the 
 fonl of the righteems to famiſh , but he caſteth-away the 
ſubſtance of the wicked. _ 
' F, Commir your ſelves and your ſubſtance into 
the handsof the Lord, and truft in God: who hath 
graciouſly preſerved, you hitherto, to preſerve you 
and all that belongerh unto you for the timeto come. 
"There is no better way to' engage God to help us, 
than to commit our ſelyes to him; and-to pur our truſt 
in him, Prov. 29. 25: Who ſo putteth his truſt. in the 
Lord ſhall beſafe. Pfal. 17. 7. Shew thy marvellous lo- 
ving kindneſs, O thou that ſaveſt by thy right hand, them 
which put: their traft in thee , from thoſe that riſe #p 
3 | againſt 
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© Q.1. Confderations tv exgitrage wto in Gd: 365 
| againſt them. Pal. 10." 14. The poor committeth 
= himſelf "unto thee ;' thou" art the (helper of the fa- 


JB therleſs. Pal. 5. 11, Let all theſe that put their truſt in 
| thee, rejoyce 3" let thens ever ſhout for jcy, becauſe tho de- 


"Fendeft them, Pſal. 22. 4. Onr fathers truffed in thee ; 
"they truſted, and thou didſt deliver thew. Dan. 6. .23. 
 Dantel was taken up ont of the den, and no manner of hurt 
was fonnd upon him, becauſe heibelieved in his God. 


.. '- Now in regard thattrufting in God availeth muck ' | 


towards our preſervation, I ſhall mention, three or 
© four conliderations that may encourage you to.truſt 
\* in God for preſervation 'of your perſons and ſub- 
\ Rtarice, at ſuch times as you apprehend your ſelves to 
. beingreateſt danger of ſufferingeither in your Per- 
| ſonsor Eſtates, | 
_ - I. Conſider how folicitous and careful God is of 
your welfare, 1 Pet,'5. 7. He careth for you. You are 
'  as<dearto him as the apple of his eye, Zech. 2. 8: 
. ' He that teucheth you , toucheth the apple of his eye. He 
is ſo careful of your welfare, that he givech all his 
Angels'a charge concerning you, to pitch their cents 
about your dwellings, and to take the care of you 
wherever you go, and to deal tenderly with- you, to 
carry you in their arms, that you may be preſerved 
from being hurt either by evil Angels , or evil Men, 
'  Pſal. 91.11, 12: He ſhall give his «Angels charge over 
thee, to keep thee in all thy wayes ; they ſhall bear thee np 
intheir. hands, leſ# thou daſh thy fort. againſt a ſhane. 
, Pfal. 34, 7. The Angel of the Lord encampeth round 
. about them that fear bim, and delivereth thens. Belides 
the charge char God giveth his Angels rolook afcer 
_ his people,” he himſelf rakerh a ſpecial care of chem, 
the Lord himſelf is their keeper ,. and watcheth over 
them bortrby nighe andiby day, PÞſal. 12T. 4, 5. Be- | 
* hold, he that keepeth: Iſrael Ef neither ſlumber nor | 
ey ſteep ; 
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| | ater it euery moment, left. any burt it, 1 will keep it night || 
 andday. His ejesare alwayes upon his people, tobe- |. 
+ holdtheirdaugers, that he may fend them relief and 
-deliverancein due ſeaſpn, 2:Chron 16, 9. The eyes of 
the Lord rin to and fro throwghout the. while. earth, to 
ſhew bimfe/f fireng in the behalf of thens , whoſe heart 
. prrfef# towards them. His hand is alwayes trerched 
out for their defence, :Dest. 33, 27: The eternal .Gvd 
is thy refuge, #nderneath are the everlaſting arms: The 
. Lord is fo tender of you, that he doth-as it were lay 
youin his boſom , 1/2, 40. 11, He ſhall feed bis flock 
like a ſhepherd, he ſhall gather hts lamebs with his arm, and 
 carrythens in his boſom. © | | 
- 2, Thiscareof God for his peoples welfare ex- 
tendech-nor only-to ſame, butto every one of his ſer- 
__, Vants , Debt. 33. 3 All bus $ aints are inthine hand. 
\ Pfal. 145; 205 The Lord preſervtth all thens that love 
 bGim, The meanett of all Gods ſervancs is of more 
value than many Sparraws ;- yet chere is not ſo much 
' @s one Sparrow. forgotten of God, Lnke 12. 6, 7. 
tre not five Sparrows ſold for two farthings, and not 
ons of thers is forgetten before God f Fear nit therefore, 
ye are of more Value than many ſparrows, Surely then - 
chere is not rhe meaneſt of all Gods. ſervants 5 which 
is fargottea of the Lord. - ; 
3». Gods not only careful of bis peoples perſons, 
but of their ſubſtance and habitations, P/al. 16.5. 
The Lord is-the portion of tine inheritance, aud: of my 
cup ; thaunaintaineft my lot.” Job 1: 10.; Haſt not 
thou made an hedge about hint, and'abont his 0uſe , and 
b about all that he hath on everyſide? When you are 
'" afraid-yairhouſes honldbe fired, or any other evil 
;. Could befall your: babirations z think on ſuch Scri- 
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[E.3. i» God for the preſervation of onr perſans,&c. 367 — 
=prures as theſe, wherein God hath engaged himſelf 
Zropreſerve your habitations in ſafety,. Pſal; 9L. 105 


®Q 


ſhall no evil bef, al thee neither ſhall any plagas | 
» Prov. I, 33s Whoſo hearkenetÞ 
afely, and ſhall be quiet from fear 


"of evil. Ifa,4. 5,6, The Lord will create »pon every 


dwelling-place of Mount Zion , and npon her aſſemblies, 


" acloud and {mke by day, and the ſhining of a flaming 
| by night ;, for upon all the glory ſhall be a defence, = 


” there (hall be a Tabernacle for a ſhadow in the day time 


+ from ſtorms and from rain. Prov. I2. 7. The houſe of 
| the righteous ſhall ſtand. 


| fromthe heat, and for 4 place of refuge, and for a covers 


; 


| 4. The preſervation which God hath promiſed to 
| his people, is nor limited to this or that particular 
| evil, or toany period of time ; but it excendeth to all 
- ſorts of evils, and to all times. 'He bath promiſed to 
y preſerve them from all evils Pſal. I21...T he Lord 

ſhall preſerve thee from all ev] — Plal.g1. 10. There 


ſhall tio evil befal thee——Job 5. 19. He ſhall deliver 
thee in ſix troubles, yea,” in ſeventhere ſhall no evil touch 
thee. And asthis preſervation is not limited inreſpe&t 
of evils, ſo neither inrefpec of time; he hath nor 


' promiſed to preſerve them for a time, and thengive 


; 6H oh all their dayes, Pſal. 121. 8. The Lord 


.over his care of them, but he hath promiſed them 


_ 


all preſerve thy going out, .and thy coming in, from thas - 
time forth, and even for evermore. Plal.125. 2. dr the © 
monntains are round about Jeruſalem, ſothe Lordis round 
abont his people, from- henceforth even for ever. Iſa, 46. 
3, 4+ Hearken unto me, O howſe of Jacob , and. all the 


remnant of the houſe of Iſrael, which- are born by me froms 
. thelelly, which are carried from the womb. And even to's 
\.. Your old age, I ams-he, and even to hoare haires will 1'carry 


Jon: I have made, and 1 will F , even 1 will carry and 


- will 


\ | 
[i 


 . . will deliver you: Tf any Tay, ag urriogr, theſe | 
\.. - - promifesof preſervarion, we ſee the ſervants of God 
do oft-rtimes fall into many rroubles as well as other 
men, how then can theſe promiſes be any encourage= 
-mene to ustorruſt in God? T anſwer, 1. We muſt 
rely on the promiſes of God , when his providence 
Feemeth/ro run croſs to his promiſe ,” Rem. 4. x8. 
Who againſt hope, believed in hope—according to that 
which was [poken—Job 13.15. Though he ſlay me, yet 
_ will Jtrnft in him. ' 2. When God dothi nor preferye 
his fervants'from trouble, he doth them good by 
theirrroubles ; he fulfils thar promiſe,” Pſal, $5.12. 
Tea the Lord ſhall give that which is goed.” Now oft: 
eimes it is/good for the people of God-rofall into af- 
flition,, Pſal. 119. 7x. Wherefore' we may witl 
much freedom and fatisfaftion commit our ſelves to 
God inour greateſt dangers upon this account, that 
be will make all our;croubles work for our good, 


when he doth cot preſerve us from trouble. 


_ 


oh SECT. I4. 
14. Take heed to your ſelves, and to your wayes ? 
that you do not provoke the Lord to ſend any more 
ſuch mighty and dreadful Fires as this lare Fire was * 
What counſel our Lord Jeſus gave the man that was 
made whole of his infirmity, Foh. 5. 14. Behold, thow art 
'  wadde whole, fin no more; left a worſe thing comme 'wnto thee ; 
the ſame may be-ſeaſonable to ſuch as have eſcaped 
_ this lare Fires fin, -no more, leſt a worſe thing than 
_ What befel:thoſe thar were ſufferers by this Fire, 
come-unte-you. Pharaoh, though he was exceedingly 
--hardened+-in his ſins, yer- when there had been great 
#chunderand lightning, was ſo wiv we atit, charhe 
. - calls to Loſes and Aaron, and deliretly them to pray 
_ for him; thar chere E .be.no moremighty rhun- 
ah : '.. deripgs; 
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Pharaoh ſent, and called. for Mofes and 


" If any ſoy, What ſhould we do. that we may not 


. have any noreſuch dreadful Eires break out amonſt 


us? TLanlwerj ] 
- 2. -If we would have no mare ſuch dreadful: Fires 
we muſt make a good ule of this Fire, ſo ds tobe led 


. to repentance: by-it; for if we. be not: reformed by _ 
a we may well expe chat God: will 

follow us-with more Judgments, Lev. 26,21, 23, | 

' 24: 1f ye walk contrary weto me, and will wt hearken 

wnto mts 1 mill bring. ſeven times mare 0, 406 epon you, 

 decording to your fins 3 "And if ye mill not be ref 

theſe things, but will walk.contrary nntome;then will I alſo 
walk contrary unto you, and will _ you yet ſeven times | 

for your finss How we ſhou 

this Fire, is ſhewn at large inthe ſecond Queſtion; 

_ and although che direRions given cherein, do. chiefly 

| reſpe& ſuchas have been ſufferers by the ſaid Fire, 


this 


reformed by 


/ there are ſeveral things hinted,that may direR others 


Alſo as well as the ſufferers , how to make a good uſe 


; of rhis Judgment. 
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| 2. We muſtſeek unto God with prayers and tears, 
{. thax he weuld ſend no "I 
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'Y 


>" 


d- make a good uſe of - 


ſuch dreadful Fires: - 
Eh Whet”, 72 
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© derings, and promiſerb alſo to let 1/74} go (which 
ig "was the ay which God contended with him) Ex- 
|" 9-27, 29 A 
2 —_ arid [aid anto hems 7 have fenned this time ; the 
Lords righteous, and 1 and ney people are wicked :; 1n- 
© treat the Lord (fer it is enongh) that there be no mare 
.* mighty thanderings and hail , and 1 will et you go, and 
©. Je ſhall tay no longer. It we be not more hardened 
* than Pharacb, wasg\ this dreadful Fire ſhould pur us 
- upon confefſing/our fins to God , and reforming our 
.” lives; and cauſe. us to take heed chat we donor pro« 
| vokethe Lord ts ſend any more ſuch mighty Fires' 
: .amonſt US: | 


2 >. 
vu 7 i. "os 


ane, 


F. $70. Mhaitwiſtenlddithatwe miyBeve Q53* | 
; 1 WhenGodcontended with the //-ae/ites by Fire, by | 
| the Prayer of Amer, this Judgment was removed, | 
- - .  IM1w017: 4,5, 6. Thus baththe Lord God: ſhewed anto 
FF.” mt and tehold, the Lord Gid called to contend by Fire, 
L and'it devoured the' great. dep, and\did eat ap'a part: |. 
\ Then ſaid[, O Lord Gd, ceaſe, T beſeech thee, by |}. 
whom ſhall Jacob ariſt,' for be is ſmall 7 The Lord re- || 
\_ pentedl for this': Thus alſo ſhall not be, ſaith the Lord Gud. 
So alſo by the Prayer of Moſes, the Fire was ftayed 
among the 7/raelites , when God had kindled a great 
burning alnonpſt chem becauſe of their murmurings, 
Num}.'t 1. 1, 2. When the people complained, it diſplea- 
fed the Lord ; and the Lord heard it :' and his. anger was 
kindled, and the fire of the Lord burnt among them, and 
eonſowed them. that were "in the mttermoſt* parts of the || 
' Canip. And the people cried anto Moſes ; and when Mo- | 
ſes prayed unto the Lord, the. fire was quenched, Prayers 
and tears are very prevalent with God for preventing | 
a nd removing of perſonal and national Judgments, 
Joel 2.17, 18. Lit the Priefts ; thi Miniſters of the 
Lord , weep between the Porch and-the Altar ; and let 
« - them ſay; Sparethy people,” O' Lord," and give not thine |. 
heritage to reprpach-———Then will the Lord. be jealons for if 
bus lad; and pity hs people. * When rhe ſentence of FF 
death-was paſſed upon Hezekiab , by his prayers and iF 
' his cears he prevailed with God ro prolong his life for ' 
 . the ſpace of fifteen 'years, Iſa. 38. 5. { have heard |. 
thyprayer, 1 have ſcen "thy tears; behold, 1 will adds 
nnt0 thy dayes fifteen year; R647 ._ 
© 3, * If wewould have God ceaſe from ſending any || 
£ more ſuch'dreadful Fires , we muſt ceaſe from thoſe 
- - - Tins which did provoke God toſend this fore Judg- 
-, ment. Until the cauſe” of a Judgmeor-be removed, 
'-  - we can have buclitcle bope. 4t ſhould ceaſe. (Whar | 
- '. fins they axethar provgke God to ſend this dreadful. J. 
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{:Judgment of Fire hath been ſhewn before, Queſt. 2. 


{oy If. we ceaſe from our fins, and recurn unto 
. God, we may. hope and expect chat God will ceaſe _ 


from his mig ty Judgments 7 Afal. 3. 7, 11,12. Re- 
. turn unto mes and 1 will return unto you; ſaith the Lyyd 


Rd 


. of Hoſts — And I will rebuke the devoxrer for your ſakes — 
* And 4ll Nations ſhall call you bleſſed, for ye ſpall bt 4 
i” a pa land.. _ After 7adea had been waſted. 
wit 


ireand Sword, the Lord promiſeth, if they 


would ceaſe from "their (ins, he would remove his 
- Judgments, 1/a'1.7, 16, 17, 19, 26. Tunr Cities are 
: burnt pith Fire,—ceaſe todo evilylearn to de well, —- 
Tf yebe oiltieg and obedient , ye ſhall eat the good of the 


+ Lend,-—— An 


1 will reffore thy Judges as at the forft, and 


. thy Corunſellors as at the be wa + afterward thou ſhalt 


$ Ge called, The City of Righteouſneſs, the faithful City. 


4- If we would haye no more ſuch dreadful Fires, 


: we muſt labour co pacifie Gods anger that is kindled 
againſt us. The mighty Judgments of God that have 


fallen upon us, viz. che Sword, the greac Peſtilence, 
and this dreadful Fire, arg cokers of great. wrath 


F 2gaiaſt rhis Nation ; and we may fear, in regard chere 
F is fo little reformation, thac notwithitanding all thar 

- is come upon. us, the anger of the Lard is not turned 
bp away + buerhar his band is ſtrerched aur till, as iris 
_ faidehree ritnes;of 7ſrael, after mentioning great .and 


, fore Judgment, .For all this hu anger ss not turne4 
' #4), but his hand #& ſtretched out ſtill, Ia. 9. 12, 17, 
', 2I, Wherefore we mait endeavour co pacifie and cura 


away the Lords anger, elſe we may expe& thac che 


ſame Jadgments will recurn,or ſome others, as dread» 


ful as any of theſe, will fa upoa uz..Nowif you ask . 


- 
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How ſhill we ger Gods anger turazd'away - from the 
Naution? 1 ſhall inftance only intheſe ewo. means. 
| Bb 2 Gods 
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+. 7; Gods choſeh pot % ages the gap, and. 
cry mightily ro God inthe 'Name'of Jeſus Chriſt; 
char he would turn away his fierce anger that is kind- 
M Ted apainft tis, = ial ores 1mpenitent finners 
If cannot prevail with God ro turn from his wrach, *bur 
4 che Prayers of his Sainrs and Servants will caufe him |. 
co lay aſide his anger, *Pſzl. 106, 23. He ſaid, he | © 
, world deſtroy them, had nit Moſes his choſen ſtood be- 
fore in the breach, totwrn away his wrath, left he ſhould || 
deftroy them. Fer: 18, 20. —— Remember that I flood | : 
before thee to ſpeak, gvod for the, and to turn. away || 
; «phy wrath from them. \What Prayers the ſervants || © 
1 ' of God put up to God inthe Name of Jeſtis Chriſt, |: 
bi are preſented by the Lord Jeſus unto his Father, } - 
q Heb;7. 25. Rev. $. 3. and when the Lord Jeſus in- |} © 
rerceeds with his. Father for the 'enrning away of || 
his wrath from a Nation, or a particular perſon, \his | 
_  , requeſt ſhall certainly begranred, Zech. 1.12, 13. || 
The Angel of the Lord, ſaid, O Lord of Hoſts, how | 
| 
| 
{ 
{ 
| 
| 


long wilt. thou net bave mercy on Jeruſalem, and on 
the (ities of Tuilah,, againſt which thou haſt had in- 
dignation theſe threeſcore and ten years? And the Lord 
anſwered the Angel that talked with me, with good 
words, - and comfortable words 5 and preſently afrer 
comes tidings of the ceafing of Gods wrath, ant his 
returning with mercy to Jernſalem, wer. 16:17. Thus 
ſaith the Lord, I am returned to Jeruſalem with mer- 
? '._ fies, — MYyCities through proſperity ſhall yet be ſpread . 
M abroad, and the-Lord ſhall yet comfort Zion, and ſhall yet 
F thooſe Feruſalem. | 

. 2, We: muſtevery one turn from his evil wayes, 

and turn unto the Lord with all our hearcs, and then 
_ his wrach ſhall be turned away from us,” Jonah 3.8, 

g.— Lrt them turn every one from bis evil way, and from 
the violence that 35 in their hands; whoe an tell" if 'God 
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wil turn and repent, and tary away from hr fierct anger, 
"that we periſh not; Hof, t4.1, 4;O Ir atl, return ants 
| gnity : and when 1ſrael did return at the call. of 
God, hear whar God ſaith nnro. him, ver. '4. 4 ill 
| heal their back-ſlidings » I will love thens freely; for 
nine "anger is turned away from him.” Jer: 3. 12. 
"Return thow back-ſliding Iſrael, and 1 will not cauſe 
"nine anger to fall upon you ; for I am merciful, ſaith 
"the Lord, and I will nos keep anger for ever. bo 
- 5. If we would have God ceaſe from ſending 
"any more ſuch dreadful Fires, we muft ſet qur 
faith on work on the blood of Chriſt, and on the 
Promiſes of God. Ir was the blood of | the Sa- 
"crifice'that made atonement under the law, bc 
- for particular perſons, and for the whole Congre- 
gation of Iſrael, Lev. 17.11. — Tt 7s the blood that 
maketh an atonement for the ſonl. And as the blood 
of the Sacrifice -made aronement for particular 
_ perſons; ſo alſo for the whole Congregation 'of = 
_rael, Lev.q.13, 14, 17,18, 20. Theſe Sacrifices 
did type ont the blood of Chrift, and [ipnifiedto us, 
that . faith in*Chriſts blood is the way co procure 
an atonement for gur ſouls, and to render God 
© > after he hath been provoked to anger | | 
by our 'ſins,' Row, 3. 25- — Whom God hath ſet forth + 
to be a propitiation through faith in his blood — This 
blood of Chriſt is available ro 'make atonement. for 
whole Nations as well as particular perſons, /{a. 52: 
T5. He ſhall { rinkle many Nations= And as weſhould 
ſer our faith 'on work upon” Chriſts blood; fo alſo 
{ on Gods promiſes, If you ask what promiſes? I 
_ anſwer, ſuch Promiſes wherein God hath promiſed 
to. ceaſe his Judgments after he hath for 'a Jong time 
| - been ſorely contending with people. WERE 
Ws | | | iyers 
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you: 77 jane Pan into W : 

| th Fl ? be will diferor thy fr. þ 

bare, red lied ther, 7 wil offi | 

the #0-mere. Iſa. "eh Bs ES 23. Rf oh now this. thou 

affiited and drunken , but not with wine; That ſaith } 

+ Lord, the Lord, and thy God thet pleaderh the cauſe | 

of bis people., Behold , : ave taken ont” of thine hand || 

| She cup of: > H67' ing, Jes even the dregs of the cup of 

m1 7ury'; ths (halt no more drink it again + But'I will 
pu it Into the hend of thems that affiifi th - —Iſa.60.18. 
op Fiolencefhall no more be heard.in thy Land, waſting nor 

-  , deſbrattion within thy Borders; but thou ſhalt cal ws | 

_ Walls, ſalvation; andthy Gates, praiſe. Iſa. 57..16.1 Þ- 

E. 1. i net contend. for ever, neither will I be alwayes wroth,. 1 

_- SW Lo the ſpirits. ſhawld fail before me, and the 43 which || | 

.. {heave made, Lepb. 3. 15. The Lord hath taken away || | 

. "of wents, be hath caft ont thine Enemy , the King || | 
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oF 6/31 even the Lord i« in the midf} of thee, thou 


as ſhalt not ſee mw ary. Faich i is of great force for . 


oo | --Þ rev: ole rn of ements, as Fire, 
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Eftroying a Nation, when they are lifced up to deſtroy _ . 
Fs {infyl people, Exod. 32.9,10. foi the Ludſald ** 
fonts Moſer y 1 bave ſeen this people, and behold, t#ts - 
i « /iff-necked people :- Now therefore let-me alone , that ' 
wy wrath nagar au cap vr ord. and that 1 may > 4} 

conſume them; and I will make of thee a great Nation 

Though-thie Lord was exceedingly provoked againſt 


- 
V 


Jſracl , yet by the Feith and Prayer of Moſes, bis 
: | ory were held that he did not deſtroy them. 4 
"Aoſes takes hold of the Covenant, and pleads that , 
-in Prayer, afid thereby prevailed with God to turn 3 
| from his wreth , and to repent of the evil that he 
 thoftght- ro do untothe people of 1/racl, ver. 11,12, 
13, 14. The Lord ſtir up the like Spiritof Faith and 
© Pryer in his Seryants in this Nation, that cheythae 
-make mention of the Name of the Lord, may never 
-$-hold their peace day nor night, but may cry-migh- 
'tily to the Lord, and give him no reſt, until 
have prevailed with him, through the mediart-- nl 
dn 'of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to turn from the © 
- fierceneſs of his anger, and to ceaſe ing with 
us by his mighty Judgments, and until he eſtabliſh 
| and-make us a praiſe in.the Earth. ns 
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